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Nipakorn Krabkraikaew (2017). A Study of the Biography and Teaching of Kongwongyai
and the Methodology of Master Suchao Rhimpanich. Master of Education (Music
Education). Bangkok: Graduate School. Srinakarinwirot University.

Thesis Advisors: Assist. Prof. Dr. Sitsake Yanderm.

This research aimed to 1) investigate the biography and musical experience of
Master Suchao Rhimpanich; and 2) to study the teaching methodology of Kongwongyai and
Master Suchao Rhimpanich. This research also applied a qualitative research method. The
data was collected from documents and in-depth interviews. The collected data was
analyzed by analytic induction and presented as an essay.

The results were found to be as follows: 1) Master Suchao Rhimpanich was born
in a musical family and was influenced by to music since he was young. He was taught to
love music by his family. Master Suchao Rhimpanich also loved and made determined
effort to study Thai music. He improved himself continuously. Master Suchao Rhimpanich
was a highly capable of musician and is an expert on Kongwonyai. He was widely accepted
in the field of Thai music, with his talent inherited from his father, Mr. Chuen Rhimpanich,
and shaped by Master Boonyong and Master Boonyoung Katekong. His knowledge and
experience of Thai music developed from the teachings of Kongwongyai and the teaching
methodologies of Master Suchao Rhimpanich; 2) The teachings of Kongwongyai and the
teaching methodology of Master Suchao Rhimpanich had been developed and improved to
serve learners in modern society. The methodology applied learner-centered teaching. The
teaching was based on the objectives of learners and focused on talk and inquires that
equipped learners with in-depth knowledge. The teaching also focused on the insight
practices of Thai music, from basic concepts to the most advanced. The teaching of Master
Suchao Rhimpanich strictly followed traditional custom and convention, while the playing of
Kongwongyai was both unique, outstanding and difficult to imitate. His work is recognized
to be an essential body of knowledge for Thai music education and significant for Thai

music teachers.
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