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Yommana Thongbai. (2007). The Study of Beliefs in Thai Idioms.
Master’s Project. M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Associate Professor
Phakasri Yenbutra.

This master’s project aimed to study Thai idioms in regard to beliefs with an
emphasis on meaning, derivation, and context. One hundred and thirty-three Thai
idioms including their meanings, derivations, and contexts collected from Thai
textbooks on idioms, expressions, proverbs, sayings and maxims were used as the data
of the study. The data were analyzed and classified. Thirteen types of beliefs were
found in and regarding the following: 1. Amulets, charms, magical incantation,
magical spell, and supernatural. 2. Souls, spirits, ghosts, and demons. 3. The power of
the holy beings. 4. Fortune and omen. 5. Tips and tricks, and ways to solve those tips
an tricks. 6. Morale, fortune, fate, zodiacal signs, and misfortune. 7. Auspicious and
propitious moment. 8. Reincarnation, life after death, and incarnation. 9. Virtue, sin,
heaven, and hell. 10. Man, and man’s characteristics. 11. Animals. 12. Dreams.

13. Religions.

Findings also revealed that most of these thirteen types of idioms were derived
from ways of living and leading one’s life, and man’s surrounding environment. The
most frequently found idioms were idioms in the beliefs of amulets, charms, magical
incantation, magical spell, and supernatural. The secondly found were the beliefs in
the power of the holy beings, the beliefs regarding souls, spirits, ghosts, and demons,
and the beliefs in virtue, sin, hell and heaven.
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