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AN ANALYST. OF THE BLIND'S NEEDS TCWARDS LIBRARY SERVICES

0f CAULFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY FOR T-TE BLIND
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March 1984



The purposes of the study were to analyse the needs of users of
the Caufield lMemoraial Library for the Blind and compare the needs of the blind
in any sex, levels of blindness and the consistency in using library.

The invesitigation was undertaken among the 108 labrary members. The method
for collecting data was by questionnaire distrabuted to determine the
blind labrary users' need for services.

The study revealed that the blind needed many different kands of
media for the blind and these should be at high praoraty. The blind users
first need was for a labrary service to relay interesting materials from
newspapers and periodicals to Braille, or talking books. The next priorities
were the library act as an agent for supplies and equipment to the blind ;
tnat 1s, to distribate boocks and talking peraodicals and to provide a radio
service especislly for the bland.

They needed a larger collection of books and a better duplication
service at hagh priority. For peraodicals, they needed the monthly Mitr
Snit Magazine with high prioraity.

Generally, the blind needed a complete upgrading of library materials
and services., This need was most urge;t in regard to annotated babliography
and reference service. Also an upgrading of the labrary newsletier service
and the introduction of a book review would help.

With regards to the library texts they mostly needed, the users
felt that they needed more books of stories and would very much lake

material on the progress and technology to help the bland.



When tested the significance of the difference between means, 1t
revealed that the blaind in any sex, levels of blindness and the

consastencey in using library requried the labrary services egqually.
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