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A DEVELOPMENT OF PAINT!NGS : A CASE STUDY OF
PREECHA THAOTHONG AND EDWARD HOPPER'S
PAINTINGS EMPHASZING ON LIGHT AND SHADE

AN ABSTRACT
BY
NOI ChAIMUT

Presented in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the Master of Fine Arts degree in Visual Art : Modern Art
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2001



Noi Chaimut. (2001). A Development of Paintings : A case study of Preecha Thaothong and
Edward Hopper's Paintings Emphasizing on Light and Shade. Master thesis M.F.A.
{Visual Art: Modern Art). Bangkok : Graduate School Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee : Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tungcharoen, Surachart Tinanon.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the layout process and technique which Preecha
Thaothong and 1lEdward Hopper had utilized to create exceptional art works. The data used in this
analysis was obtained from Preecha’s 10 pieces of works from 1972 — 1979 and Hopper’s 6 pieces
of prominent works. They had constantly produced a number of paintings. Their excellent works are
different but the highlight on light and shade are the same.

Preecha Thaothong had untilized the layout process of figure of light and shade to create
the painting works focusing on feeling, calm, concentration and sacred which were his particular
works. For Hopper, most of his works reflected American life in that ime . He draws what he saw.
He emphasized on light and shade without imaginaiion.

The results of the analysis are as follows.

As far as the layout process, it was found that the mixing figure of light and shade was
used in their works at the very high level, constiuent position at the high level, visual element at the
high and moderate level and applying gold leaf and decorating colour giasses at the less level. For
techingue, it was found that the technique of hard edge, blending, bruchwork, masking and collage
were used in different level, ie. high in hard edge and blending, very high and moderate in
bruéhwork, high in masking and less in collage.

The analytical result is adopted as the database to improve painting works involving 16
pieces of works which are divided into three periods; 4 pieces of works are experimental in the first
period. Later, 6 pieces of works come from the resuit of analysis to create painting works
emphasizing on the layout process of mixing figure of light and shade, blending, hard edge and
collage. Last period, the researcher applies the previous works to to develop his works using his
context.

In conclusion, both layout process such as mixing figure and shade and visual element
and technique such as blending, hard edge and collage are used in their painting works as they

want.
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