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The main purpose of this study is to investigate the decision
innovation process on para rubber of farmers in ‘t.he Northeast of
Thailand. The study population are divided into two groups : phe
first are farmers in the para rubber promoted area of the income
distribution project, the other are farmers who livev out.side the‘
areas. The study scrutinizes the difference iﬁ decision innovation
process .bétween farmers with high and low economic status and

examines factors that influence the difference.

- The study is based on qualitativé research. © Focus group
discussion technique is used for the study. Two villages are
selected to 'be the study area : Donsomhong Village, Koakheaw
District, Amphoe Variéhaphume in Sakolnakorn Province and Jumpa
Village, Nonglad District, Amphoe Varichphume in Sakolnakorn Province.
The former is in the para rubber promoted area, the latter is outside
the promoted area. Structural interview is used to obtain
quantitative data pertaining basic homogeneity of the group and
hetefogeneous between groups. Criterias for selecting participants
into group discussion are :

1. Being farmers in either Donsomhong or Jumpa village.

2. Farmers in Donsomhong village are those who have decided
to participate or not to participate in the para rubber . °
promot.ing project. Farmers in Jumpa village are those who
have decided to grow and not to grow para rubber.

3. Farmers in each village are divided into two economic
status groups. Those who owned more than 25 rais of
agricultural land are considered high economic status.
Those who owned less than 15 rais of agricultural land are

considered low economic status.
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Based on these criterions, three groups were selected from ‘

Donsomhong village and four groups were selected from Jumpa village.

It is found that. farmers in the two’communities have similar
geographical, social and cultural background but are different in
econoﬁic status and working experience. Farmers in Jumpa village
tend to have better economic status ihan those in Donsomhong village.
A large number ofvfarmers in Jumpa village had been working on para
rubber farms in the South of Thailand.

The decision process of para rubber innovation consists of
fives' stages : know}edge, persuasion, decision, implementation and
confirmation. These stages are related to each other. Basically,
farmers who have adopted para rubber planting have decision
innovation process differently from those who have rejected para
rubber planting. At the enitial stage of the decision making
process, the adopters had better knowledge about para rubber than the
non-adopters. Difference in such knowledge is attributable to their
past. experiences, socio-economic status, communication behavior,
desire for changes, and expected outcome. Generally, the adopter
groups showed more positive perception, attitude, and subjective
norms towa}d para rubber plantation than the non-adopter groups. Thé
adopper groups made their decision based on their future economic
benefits while the non-adopter groups made their decision based on
their future economic security. It is also evident that correct
percept.ion of the support from the government has a significant
influence on the decision innovation process among the adopters and

non-adopters in the promoted area. 1In all stages; the communication
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factor partiéularly through the interpersonhal éhannels plays an

important role in influencing farmers decision innovation process.



	Cover
	Abstract
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6
	Bibliography
	Appendix
	Vitae



