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Phramaha Chuntaya Konjain. (2012). The Role Monks on Human Resource Development
Through the Community Economic Activities: a Case Study of phra supin
phaneeto. Master thesis, M.Econ. (Human Development Economics) Bangkok:
Graduate School Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee Prof. Dr. Renu

sukharomana, Dr. Wanna Prayukvong.

This research project aims to analyze the role of Buddhist monks in developing
human capital through community economic activities. The role is proactive in that it
spreads Buddhist teachings and assists the community members, by using economic
activities as education and human development media. Therefore, the role is crucial in
mobilizing both economic and social developments. The project focuses on the human
development role of the monk Phra Supin Phaneeto.

The study results show that Phra Supin is proactive as a Kalayanamitra (good and
gracious friend) in supporting, innovating for, counseling, and connecting economically and
socially the people in the Satcha saving group, such that the group members can depend
on one another and have creative and right minds according to Yonisomanasikara principle,
expanding the economic opportunities for the community members.

The goals of Phra Supin’s role emphasize human development with economic
activities as a people-gathering tool. He employs the culture in creating Kalayanamitra and
participating with Yonisomanasikara to spread Buddhist teachings and relieving the
community from sufferings, especially the economic hardship of poverty and debts created
from financial necessities. The accompanying human development process is through two
types of social capitals, namely the structural and conceptual, by creating regulations to be
considered by the saving group and subsequently approved as the group regulations and
by teaching the group members to be loyal and gratitude etc, in effect creating the concept
of moral people within the group members, which effect changes and development of the
community people.

The effects on the group members are both economic and social. For example, the

group expanded their important intra-group economic activities, namely using excess



money to buy land plots for the poorer members’ livings and to establish rubber facilities to
increase the bargaining power against the middlemen.

Economically, some of the Satcha saving group members, in which Phra Supin has
a role and acts as a connector, have increased income, while many others are in debts but
able to pay on time. The number of savings increases while that of loans decrease. Most of
the group’s gains are used in consumption, production investment, and saving.

Socially, the group members have accrued various types of social capitals, with
structural and conceptual implementation and management processes indicating the social
capitals of various subgroups. For instance, one subgroup may have more loyalty and
cohesion social capitals, while another may have more generosity and responsibility social

capitals.
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