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ROLES OF MARKETS IN BANGKOK IN DOMESTIC AND
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Somkhane Pleangritt. (2005). Roles of Markets in Bangkok in Domestic and Foreign

Trade from the Reign of King Rama I to the Reign of King Rama V.
Master thesis, M. A (History). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chatchai Panananon,

Miss. Ravipan Saleepon.

This research studies factors that stimulated the expansion of markets in
Bangkok from the reign of King Rama 1l to the reign of King Rama V. It also
investigates and analyses the roles markets in Bangkok played in both domestic and
foreign trade at that time. Finally, this thesis presents the overall picture of how
important markets in Bangkok were to the country’s economy.

The author found three factors which helped markets within Bangkok area to
expand: the government’s policy to promote commerce, locations of the markets and
domestic resources, and the expansion of transportation within the city. These three
factors supported the growth of major markets in Bangkok, such as Tha Tien, Sau
Chingcha, Bang Lamphu, Sampeng, and Bang Rak. They also created new
commercial areas where both Thai and foreigners set up their commercial
establishments along major roads, such as Charoen Krung, Bamrung Muang, and
Fuang Nakom.

From the reign of King Rama IiI to the reign of King Rama IV (prior to the
Bowring Treaty), not many foreign traders came to trade with Bangkok. Most of the
visiting traders were Chinese; few European traders sporadically frequented. Markets
in Bangkok during this time were therefore important mainly as domestic trading
centers within the city as well as with other regions of the country.

Since the signing of the Bowring Treaty in the reign of King Rama IV until
the end of the reign of King Rama V, the number of foreign merchants and traders
increased continually and trade in Bangkok flourished. Besides traders from China
and other nations in Asia, like Singapore, Hong Kong, and India, there were a much
larger number of Europeans traders, especially, British, Germans, and Norwegians,

traveled on large vessels to trade with Bangkok.



As commercial centers for both domestic and foreign traders, markets in
Bangkok played a very important role in both domestic and foreign trade. Not only
did they sell various domestic products to both Thai and foreign customers, they also
distributed imported products to markets outside of the capital. In addition, markets
in Bangkok also produced their own products for customers within the city itself.
Economic activities in these markets also stimulated the use of currency since it was a
more convenient medium of exchange. Markets in Bangkok from the reign of King
Rama Il to the reign of King Rama V were very important to economic development

of the country at that time.
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Mous | Aleud | aleus | Alous | alews | Aleud
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POHIATINY 2,315 2,694 2,326 545 1,173 100
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soauaus 60,220 | 114960 | 105285 | 73,602 9,916 2,947
oy 483301 61,094 | 100,718 . 180 7,332
MY 73206 | 86678 1 90874 - 173 156
D3 aUA 39,707 | 68579 76,416 -1 18,511 34,400
§ilu 26244 | 37,090 73811 263 24542 | 13,525
aiensaiuaud 65716 | 64800 | 52,244 - - 308
BAMm - 28940 | 26,744 - 24,821 3,800
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Usemedue 60605 | 11391 | 29128 | 77918 208 223

59U 4,866,840 | 5,784,985 | 5781219 | 6,499,988 | 6,553,126 | 6,585,526

finn - wasEudnlsanaaen waunmlssma. (5.6, 127-129).  MeIAMIME
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inanentaud. (1893, 8 figuiow). (lulnsHa),

Zpanentaud. (1895, 2 asagian). (lulasHaw),

Jnanen’land. (1909, 27 gman). (luTasHamn).
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#1934 10 yaswosdududhivindengammwununas luseningd e, 2449-2451

dum WA 2449/00UR | Wt 2450noud | w.e2451)eus
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Aothy 140,960 110,016 113,975
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minuaziniesdnina 332,790 398,053 355,822
nanfumIngh tu 189,810 247,056 291,721
hy 106,642 122,029 134,173
suidomas 92,117 140,788 148,874
¥iea 235 465 192,421 193,046
Fuddun 2,097,632 2,355,226 2,465,654

571 5,116,976 5,784,985 5,781,219
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M3 N 1 yamduddwesniiviudongammwumuns luseniig w.e. 2449-2451

fusm WA, 2449/deud | w. 24500eus | we24s1aloud
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nogAH 1A Ty 28,308 35,501 28,760
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594 7,029,190 7,332,241 7,582,866
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