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Prof. Dr.Dusadee Yoelao, Assoc.Prof. Dr. Worawut Romratanapun, Lecturer

Dr. Thasuk Junprasert.

This study aims to understand a process leading to success in drug prevention of
community and to understand the conditions encouraging success in community drug
prevention. The intrinsic case study approach as suggested by Robert E. Stake (Stake. 1995) was
conducted and the field chosen in this study was a community located in central region of
Thailand, called "Happy Village". Key informants were divided into two groups: 1) the main key
informants, including community leaders and scholars, and community committees responsible
in drug prevention 2) the other key informants such as community members, stakeholders and
other professional practitioners working collaboratively with community members.

The findings revealed that a process leading to success in drug prevention of
community was described in three stages. The first stage represents a situation where a drug
problem occurred in the community before the drug problem solving was firmly implemented. In
this period, the community’s members were affected by drug problems which leaded to the
awareness of community’s members to find the common solution. The second stage represents
a community’s cooperation concerning with drug problem solving. This period was composed of
4 main components such as the Cooperation mechanism of community’s member for drug issue,
intra- community management, utilization of supportive conditions and ability to tackle with
obstacle during the implementing process. The third stage, post-intervention stage, represents
that after an attempt on drug prevention was implemented, the success is conspicuous.
The community was accepted as a role model in drug prevention and problem solving.
The continuity of drug prevention was sustained in order to maintain a drug free area.
Moreover, the findings showed there were two factors which encouraged a community’'s success
on drug prevention: 1) Intra-community factors were composed of community leaders, people
participation and management by mobilizing the existing resources in community; 2) external
factor was the necessary supports from government and non government organizations as well
as the cooperation of the community networks in order to increase community empowerment for

effective drug prevention and problem solving implementation.
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