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Chatmongkol Chatan. (2004). The Development of Aikido in Thailand. Master thesis.
M.Ed. (Physical Education). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof. Preecha Tungariyanond,

Asst. Prof. Dr.Namchai Lewan.

The purpose of this research was to study the development of Aikido in
Thailand from year 1961 to 2003. The data were collected from both primary and
secondary sources.

From primary sources the interviews were used to gather information from
Aikido instructors and practitioners in the early days of Aikiolo in Thailand.

From secondary sources the data were collected from text books, journals,
documents, printed materials and relevant subjects from public libraries and other places.

All data were then analyzed and concluded to report in form of Descriptive
Analysis.

The results of this research can be concluded as follows :

Aikido was first practiced in Thailand in 1961. An application to establish a
local Aikido association was submitted on June 10, 1975 and was officially registrated as
Aikido Association of Thailand on August 5, 1975. The first president, Mr. Motohiro
Fukakusa, has maintained his position until the present (2004). Since then, the
examinations to qualify 10 — 1 kyu, Shodan Ho and Shodan 1 — 10 were determined.

Aikido Training centers in Thailand mostly belong to Public Universities and
Governmental organizations. There are only two centers that are operated by private
sectors, namely, Aikido Association of Thailand and Somboon Home.

There are presently six Tha : printed text books and manuals on Aikido as
follows :

1. “Primary Aikido” by Asst. Prof. Dr. Namchai Lewan.

2. “Self - defense” by Asst. Prof. Soontorn Mansa-nguan.

3. “Aikido” by Asst. Prof. Dr. Prapat Laksanapisut and Yuwadee
Laksanapirsut.

4. “30th Anniversary of the President of Aikido Association of Thailand” by

Aikido Association of Thailand.



5. “Teaching of Aikido” by Assoc. Prof. Preecha Tungariyanont.

6. “40th Anniversary of Aikido Association of Thailand” by Aikido Association of
Thailand.

Aikido has been incorporated in the Thai Physical Education curriculum
because it teaching is based on the same principles as those of the Thai Physical
Education Philosophy, Thai Physical Education curriculum in undergraduate level, The
National Education Plan year 2002 — 2016 and The 3rd National Sports Development
Plan year 2002 — 2006.

Aikido also plays a role in Thai society by developing individuals through
Non — violent approach and self — defense projects organized by governmental and
Private organizations such as Department of Physical Education, National Police
Bureau etc.

The interviews with Aikido experts in Thailand can be concluded as follows :

The objective in developing Aikido in Thailand is to teach its philosophy and
self-defense techniques to interested students without seeking commercial advantages.

The expansion of training centers in Thailand is a result of the increasing
number of Aikido practitioners and instructors.

President of Aikido Association of Thailand and local instructors suggested that
Aikido should be incorporated in the Thai Physical Education curriculum since Primary
level as a Physical Education class. It should also be promoted to general public through
various mass media and demonstrations, so that people can get to know and understand
the concept of Aikido. Furthermore Aikido should be developed by establishing a link
among local organizations and expanding training centers in every province nation wide.

And lastly, Aikido training should be developed into a full profession.
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