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THE ROLES OF GUOMINDANG BEFORE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC
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Thipsuda Piyapun. (2008). The roles of Guomindang before the establishment of The
People’s Republic of China, 1912-1949. Master’s Project, M.A. (Asian History).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Asst. Prof.

Malinee Praserthdam

The factors that led to the establishment of the revolutionary society Tongmenghui and
later the establishment of Guomindang party was the inefficiency in administration during the
later Qing Dynasty and the invasion from Western powers, which turned China into a semi-
colonial country. Moreover, Chinese scholars were influenced by western democracy. Some of
them, led by Sun Yatsen, together with other revolutionary secret societies formed Tongmenghui
society. Their revolution for a republic nation was succeeded in 1911 and Republic of China was
founded in 1912. After that, Tongmenghui allied with other political parties and formed
Kuomintang party to support the new administration form under President Yuan Shikai.

During the period of The republic of china under Yuan Shikai or even after his death, The
Guomindang led by Sun Yatsen had to face many problems especially seizures from warlords,
which led to another division within China. Sun Yatsen had to reform Guomindang so that he
would be successful in uniting the nation. He co-operated with the Chinese Communist Party and
sought help from the Soviet Union. However, as there were much differences in doctrines and
principles of the two parties, their co-operations were ended with the death of Sun Yat-sen.

When Chiang Kaishek, Guomindang's military leader defeated the warlords and seized
the capital, Beijing, he re-established Republic of China. Nanjing was its capital and Chiang
Kaishek became Guomindang government's administrative leader. But, likewise, this goverment
also faced many obstacles. For example, governmental administration, internal conflicts,
financial problems, Chinese communist suppression, Japanese invasion and civil war between
Guomindang government and Chinese Communist Party. Finally Guomindang had to halt their
governmental movement in mainland China in 1949 and established their Guomindang

government in Taiwan.
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