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University. Advisor Committee : Asst. Prof. Nontapat Thinanont, Assoc. Prof. Prit

Suphasetsiri

The purpose of this research is to study the various types of folk equipment for
rice farming in Suphanburi in terms of function, shape, material, job management,
decoration, and faith. The study was taken in seven out of ten rice farming districts
through observation and interviews. The result of this study is summarized as follows:

A. In relation to function, the folk equipment for the rice farmers in Suphanburi used
in the process of growing rice can be divided into six groups:

1. The equipment for preparing the field

2. The equipment for managing rice product

3. The equipment for transporting rice product

4. The equipment for keeping and storing

5. The equipment for farmers to wear on their heads

6. The equipment used in ritual ceremonies and faith about rice farming

B. With respect to shape, the study found that rice farming equipment in
Suphanburi is simple and suitable for correspondent to the size and shape of humans
and animals (buffalos and cows). The equipment is easy and convenient for their use.

C. As for materials, the study revealed that farmers use local materials that are
abundant in their areas. Main materials include bamboo, hard wood, soft wood. They
also use other materials such as iron, zinc, and coconut shell.

D. The equipment is useful in terms of doing its job. It is easy to use and it is
suitable to use with humans, animals, and natural power machines.

E. Most equipment is not nicely decorated, only neatly decorated, since the
emphasis is on the function, not the beauty.

F. Some types of the equipment contain local people’'s beliefs about the materials
for making the equipment. It is believed that some materials are auspicious, lead to
luck; they make farmers feel that they have security, luck, and success in their lives

and properties.
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