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g lunmsnenyszanamganssou “Inuesy 17

Sn@emend | wiamsaen | wisamsaan | smianissen | miemssen | negeunds

1 7 2 7 4 @ s MSSLn
1 7 10 8 7 18
2 5 10 8 8 17
3 7 8 8 9 17
4 7 10 8 7 16
5 8 8 7 8 16
6 8 | 10 8 8 15
7 8 10 9 7 18
8 9 10 9 7 18
9 8 10 10 7 16
10 8 9 7 7 17
11 7 10 7 9 16
12 7 10 7 9 15
Pl 94 117 94 93 199

AN E, = 4 x100  uway K, B

ZX:398,ZF=199,A:40,B:20,N=12

by
1]

L = 8291

3
1]

82.91
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%1 7 2 # 4 s MsiEe
1 8 8 8 7 18
2 8 9 8 7 18
3 8 9 7 7 17
4 7 10 8 8 19
5 7 8 8 8 19
6 8 10 8 8 19
7 7 10 7 9 18
8 8 10 7 8 13
9 8 10 8 8 16
10 8 9 9 7 16
11 9 10 8 8 18
12 9 8 9 7 19
I 95 111 95 90 210

DX
__N
AINFHT E, = y x100  wsx E,= x 100

ZX:391,ZF:210,A=40,B:20,N:12

E,
L,

81.45
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DATA LIST

/PRE1l 1-2 POS1 4-5.
BEGIN DATA

END DATA.

18 cases are written to the compressed active file.

This procedure was completed at 18:43:13

VARIABLES LABEL PREL
POS1

'PRETEST G1'
'POSTTEST G1'.

T-TEST PAIRS = PRE1l POS1.

Paired samples t-test:

Degrees of
Freedom

4/16/97

2-Tail
Prob.

Variable Number
of Cases
PRE1 18
POS1 18
(Difference) Standard
Mean Deviation
-3.5556 1.756
Page 3

SPSS/PC+
PRE1 PRETEST G1
POS1 POSTTEST Gl
Standard Standard
Mean Deviation Error
8.7222 3.862 .910
12.2778 3.461. .816
Standard 2-Tail t
Error Corr. Prob. Value
414 891 000 -8.59
SPSS/PC+

SPSS/PC+

4/16/97
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DATA LIST
/PRE2 1-2 P0OS2 4-5.
BEGIN DATA
END DATA.

18 cases are written to the compressed active file.

This procedure was completed at 18:56:17

VARIABLES LABEL PREZ2 'PRETEST G2'
POS2 'POSTTEST G2'.
T-TEST PAIRS = PRE2 POSZ2.
Page 2 SPSS/PC+
Paired samples t-test: PRE2 PRETEST G2
POS2 POSTTEST G2
Variable Number Standard Standard
of Cases Mean Deviation Error
PREZ2 18 8.1667 4.134 .974
POS2 18 14.1667 4.018 .947
(Difference) Standard Standard 2-Tail t
Mean Deviation Error Corr. Prob. Value
-6.0000 1.847 435 898 000 -13.78
Page 3 ' SPSS/PC+

SPSS/PC+

4/16/97

Degrees of 2-Tail
Freedom Prob.
17 .000
4/16/97

4/16/97
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Pretest Posttest D1 Pretest Posttest D2
4] 5 5 9 12 3
8 11 3 11 15 4
10 13 3 15 18 3
8 10 2 11 18 7
9 11 2 13 20 7
9 11 2 2 8 6
10 12 2 14 19 5
13 15 2 0 7 7
1 9 8 [ 12 6
9 13 4 8 15 7
11 15 4 [ 14 8
10 16 é 8 11 3
14 18 4 8 14 6
12 16 4 9 18 9
4 6 2 8 17 9
10 12 2 8 14 [3
6 12 6 10 16 é
13 16 3 1 7 [
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children in Huay Yuak Pa $ Village in Chiang Rai have divided lives.
hool they learn 10 speak and write Thai and they learn ro sing the
1al anthem. but outside school hours their lifestyles are pure Akha.
and phoros by Prathai Piriyvasurawong.

he first words [ heard as [
trudged weanly. covered

in dust. into an Akha

village recentiy were

“Jawsadomialo”
““How are vou today”™

I heard these words of gresting
after having traversed more than 33
kilometres of winding roads travelling
through vaileys and along mountain
ranges.

Under the scorching sun. reddish
brown ciouds of dust swiried in the air
behind the decrepit old pick-up truck
we were tmvelling in on our way to
Huayv Yuak Pz So Village in Mae Fah
Luang sub-distmict of Chxano Rai
province.

Thne oid truck carned a heavy load
of necessiues including food. 10dine
sait, clothes. and large heaps of
blankets — donations for the needy
hill-tribe villagers. Unrorunately, the
vehicle overheated one kilometre
from our desunation leaving us a
long, hot climb up the hill to the
village. In the end, a caravan of
villagers was recruited to carry the
**gifts’” to their new homes.

I reachied the Akha village as the
sun was painting the sky with sireaks
of red and purple. As the day ended,

-3

’ the .emoeramrebeean to slide into the

et of nightiime. -

On the hill, which is 4 000 feet
above sea level, hundreds of Akha
villagers both children and adults.
came to greet the visitors with broad
smiles. The vard was filled with a

noisy. happy crowd.

The most important occupation in
Huay Yuak is farming. The 360
villagers who live here 2am their
living in the paddy fields. They grow
rice. comn and other farm piants for
their own consumption. not for
trading. Additional fooG comes from
chickens and pigs that are kept by
individual nouseholds.

Most of the Akha people speak
therr own ianguage. Only the children
formally studv Thai in a school
established in the village just four
years ago. However most of the adult
villagers have found it necessary to
learn Thai to some degres because it
1s the only way they can communicate
with the people who live on the
ptains. Knowiedge of the national
language enables them 1o trade with
the plains dwellers and it gives them
access 0 evervday information.

Weariness caused by our tong
journey was driven away by a
delicious dinner under lantern light
served in Khru Suthep’s house. Khru
Suthep U-lue is the only teacher in the

. village. He is an official of the
Association For Akha Education and
Culture in Thailand (Afect).

**The school is divided into four
classrooms. and [ teach pupils from
pre-school to prathom 6 [grade 6].-
Many children have to walk one-and-
a-half kilometres to school. Thev
study the Department of Non-Formal
Education’s courses but textbooks
here are out-of-date,”’ said Suthep

FREE RIDER: ""He ain’t heavy.
He's my brother.”

qutetly, as he handed me ateain a
bamboo cup.

While our conversation was going
on. children singing Thai songs in
strange accents could be heard outside
the house.

“*Tomorrow | will take you 1o the
school so vou can help teach the

- children.” he said.
~~- Although 1t wasn't cool season, the
climate on the hill at night was cold.

The sound of rice being bezten in a
mortar woke ‘me the next morming.
And when [ walked outside [ was
greeted by a gust of icy coid wind.




ponders the mystery of the
camera’s eye.

Though the sun had not yet
emerged from beneath the horizon,
some villagers were taking their
buffaloes into the fields. The bells
hanging around the necks of the
animals made a happy clunking
sound.

When I reached the school, the
students were singing the national
anthem and praying. Akha children
have to learn the Thai alphabet and
they have to learn to read simple
books and write fundamental phrases.

However, one of the problems

" Suthep is confronted with is that

many of the children have difficulty
pronouncing the Thai words .
accurately.

*“The Akha language is dominated
by unusual vowels . .. So when the
children try to pronounce Thai words,
they often have difficuity with the
different vowels,”" he said.

Although there is a school in the
village, most teenagers over the age of
15 don’t have the chance to study.
Instead. they spend most of their time
helping their parents in the fields.
This year only nine students are
expected to finish Prathom 6.

During the course of the day,']
discovered that the educational and
social gap between these hill-tribe
children and children who live in city
is wide. Most of these Akha
youngsters have never seen or heard
of things most city dwellers take for
granted — refrigerators and video
players for example. This makes it
extremely difficult for them to assign
meaning to such items.

Khru Suthep stopped classes at
lunchtime and let his students retun
home for lunch. He invited me to
back to his home for something to eat.

the children in the village seemed to
have colds. Most were plagued by
runny noses. "

*“‘Come here, I'll give you some
eucalyptus oil to stop your runny
nose,” I called4o a little boy. ‘I gave
him a few drops of the oil while [ was
chanting to some villagers about their
lives.

Minutes later the little bov
returned. rubbing his eyes and saving,
*“Why did your oil irritate my eves so
much?”’

**Where did you apply the ot?”" I
asked.

“*On my evyes,”” replied the poor
boy, staring at me suspiciously.

I couldn’t help but laugh. Then |
explained to him how to use the oil.

Happy again. he walked over to
join a group of chiidren who were
playing with a lor luean, a local toy
that looks like a cross between
Santa’s sleigh and a three-wheeled
go-cart. -

I noticed an unfamiliar face in the
group of boys so I approached him
and asked why [ hadn’t seen him at
school.

His reply was simple, and vet it
went straight to my heart.

**“My mum says education is

**Some of the children have to help - .useless. Even if I studied at school,

their parents at lunchtime and then
they come back to school in the
afternoon,’’ he said as he walked
beside me, pointing out a skinny boy
passing carrying his little sister.

That day I also noticed that most of

~J2mestill not-a-Thai citizen and !

would still be exploited by pecple on
the plains. So [ help her in the fields.”
This said, he smiled and walked away
leaving me standing speechless in the
dust.

THE NATION | ‘Sunday March 27, 1994
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A party for the children

hile Children’s Day in
Bangkok brought re-
cord wraffic jams along
with all the special
activities for the kid-
dies. for the Akha people in the hills, the
day was a umique chaoce to come
together, relax and enjoy the finer things
in life. R .

It’s doesn’t happen often that an Akha
has rwo days off from work to enjoy a
feast in the company of Akha tribesmen
visiting from afar. The celebration beld
last week in the Huay Yuak Pa So
village. Mae Szi. Chiang Ral. against a
backdrop of green mountain ranges and
an azure sky. therefore meant more to
the tribespeople than would a Mardi
Gras for the iow land folks.

At an altiude of over 2.000 metres
above sea level. over a hundred Akhas
from 11 willages in the Chiang Rai
province gathered together 1o play
games. enjoy special dishes and simply
nave a good uime for 36 hours.

The fun began with the early setting
of the sun and a quick drop in the
temperature on & Thursday's winter
evening. Children ran along the sole dirt
path that cuts through the village of
some 40 households and leads to the
common ground in the heart of the
village.

Smoke curled up 1o the sky as all the
Huay Yuak villagers were prepaning
dinner for themseives and guests. The
only bumpy, zig-zagging dirt rvoad
ieading to the village was extraordinarn-
Iv busy. To get to the village required
following the 37-km siretch of dint road
off the main asphalt road 1o Mae Salong.
Seven pick-up trucks climbed up 10
Huay Yuak on that evening alone, a far
cry from the one or two four wheelers
that usually pay a visit in the course of
an entire week. The fog was getting
thicker and as dayhight began 10 fade,
glimmers of light from kerosene lamps
leaked out from the bamboo walls of the
houses, creaing picturesque constella-

Prathai Pirivasurawong recently participated in a rare vet

auspicious celebration amid the beautiful and serene

surroundings of an Akha village.

tions on the hilltop.

The villagers who lived within walk-
ing distance — less than 20 kilometres
away — rode no vehicles but hiked to
Huay Yuak, managing to amive just
before dusk. Each house in Huay Yauk
accommodated four to five visitors
during the celebration and to do so, the
female members slept in the back
compartment of the houses, while the
men slept in the front.

By the time the crescent moon
reached its peak. all the Akhas from 11}
viliages were gathered in the common
area. Apart from the host villagers, the
others were from A-hai, A-toh. Huay
San Kao, Huay San Mai, Mae Chan Tai,
Thung Mo A-ney. Huay Yo Mai. A-yo
Mae Yao, Mae Yao Li Pha and Mae Ta
Maew. According 1o Aju Jupoh, presi-
dent of the Association for Akha
Education and Culture in Thailand
(Afect). the Children’s Day celebration
has been camried out for three years.
Each of the 11 villages will in turn host
the event. This s the fourth time and
Huay Yauk, the least accessible village.
was picked to host the occasion.

After Aju gave an opening speech,
the. makeshift stage was taken over by
groups of performers from each village.
Two power generators were running 1o
illurminate the stage lights, as well as
amplify the sound system.

Down in the common area, the
elderly — clad in full ethnic dress -— sat
solemnly watching the festivities. The
a-da (fathers), were dressed in embroi-
dered shirts with fancy headpieces
decorated with colourful feathers and
silver, while the a-ma (mothers) had on
their black pleated skirts and two-
layered elevated headpieces carefully
decorated with brightly coloured beads

and silver coins.

Most of the stage performances were
centred around music. Some villagers
showed off . their dancing skilis 1o
traditional Akha up-beat tunes while ths
others simply crooned adapted versions
of such popular songs as ‘‘Sao Ta
Ngam’’ (‘*Young Lady and Her Beauti-
ful Eyes’’). The party was over shortly
after 10, as everyone was concerned
with saving their energy for the activi-
ties on the following day.

Before reuring to bed, 30-year-old
Aju recounted the first time he expen-
enced a welcome ceremony when he
was young, saying the event nearly
brought him to his knees with tears of
ecstasy. “'l never expected to see this
ceremony again in my life. The Akha
communities have changed a lot: this Is
the most beautiful day for me,” he said
softly.

The following day, everybody gath-
ered again in the common area where all
of the day's activities were scheduled to
take place. The programme began with a
race of three-wheeled vehicies. The
wheelers are a common plaything for
Akha children. made entirely of wood
witi: one wheel in the front and the other
two in the back. When driving. the fder
seats himself on the board in between
the wheels and slides down a hilly slope.

Stilt racing was next. which was also
based on a typical play-time activity for
the Akha youths, and was something
that generated a lot of enthusiasm
among the onlookers.

Said Samphan Mayue, 23, a Huay
Yuak villager said, *‘l am happy that our
village is hosting the Children's Day
celebration this year. | have never met
with fellow tribesmen from other vil-
lages, so this 1s a good opportunity for

me to befriend them.”” Looking forward
to the stage performances at nighe,
Samphan added ‘'l have been living
with kerosene lamps in the nighttime for
all my life. Now we have eleetric lights,
though for only a short time, so I nope
to see them play pop music realiv joud
tonight.”

He did not have 1o wait until night.
The band, including a drummer and 2
guitarist, played liveiy music throvghoui
the day, prompting spontaneous dancing
from members of the audience. Sam-
phan was aiso seen dancing jovously
with the others.

““The older Akhas worked hard to
save up money to rent a car to get
here,”” said Afect officer Phongsathom
Chayarulchart. *‘Some pitched in Bt10
while others who eammed more pooied
Bt50, which is a considersbie amount
for them,” said Phongsathormn. who
acted as the budget planner and coordi-
nator of the celebration.

Before dark fell. everybodv sat
together on mats and canvases spread in
the common area. enjoving the feast
generously provided by the host. The
Huay Yuak villagers dedicated their
biggest buffalo for this special supper
and were pleased with the weicome
reception given to all of the delicious
meat dishes.

*“This is more than & celebration,”
asserted Aju. *‘lt is a get-together jor all
the Akhas in Chiang Rai, a rare cnance
to boost mutual rejations and love. 1 am
glad that they are . ..”” Before he could
even finish the sentence, Aju was half
dragged, half pulled by several Akha
youngsiers to join them singing on
stage,

It might not occur on a regular basis,
but once a celebration begins, the Akhas
leave everything behind and chenish
every moment they have. And when the
party finished, Huay Yuak once again
returned to it former solitary and solemn
state as the villagers headed out to the
ficlds for another hard day of work.

- THE NATION | Sunday January 22, 1995
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Effect of Two Types of Instructional Packages in Teaching Thai Languag ,
Prathom Suksa I . Chiangria Akha Hill Tribe Students
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May 1997



The purpose of this study was to study the effectiveness of
Instructional Packages : Thai Hill I and Thai Hill IT | used for teaching Thai
Language to Akha students.

An efficiency of Thai Hill I Instructional Package was 82.91/82.91 and
Thai Hill IT Instructional Package was 81.45/87.50. After that a sample group
comprising of 36 Akha Prathom IT students at Suksasongkho Mae Chan,
Ampur Mae Chan, Chingrai Province , were divided into two experimental
group of 18 students each. The first experimental group was studied from
Thai Hill I Instructional Package and the other group studied from Thai Hill
IT Instructional Package. The randomized control group pretest - posttest
design , an independent and dependent t-test were used for this study.

The results of the study were as follows ;

1. The group of students who was studied from Thai Hill IT
instructional package had been more successful than the group of students
who stuided from Thai Hill I instructional package.

2. After studying, the group of students who was studied Thai
language from either of two instructional package . were found to be more
proficient in Thai language than before studying.
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