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Abstract

The purposes of this study was to investigate factors
influencing the reasons for taking Basic industrial Vocationnal
courses of secondary school students and to compare their opinions
why they took the courses with those expressed by guidance and
industrial teachers

Eight hundreds and eighty-one grade eleven students in the
Bangkok area were asked to fill out questionnaires asking then to
indicute factors that influence their decisions to take Basic
Vocational courses and also to rank the relative importance of
those factors. The following factors were included in the
questionnaire : interest, aptitude, people concerred motivation from
school and the aspiration for further study. It was assumed that the
students were different on the following personal characteristices
: sex, scholastic achievement, curriculum Program, the level of‘.
education, occupation and income of parents ; Opinions on how
student ought to choose couse were solicited from fifty-six
guidance teachers and eighty-eight Industrial teachers.

The rate of return of the questionnaire was 99.32 percents.
The statistics used were, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, the t-test and the F-test

The research found that interest and aptitude factor ranked
high as the most powerful influence on the d@cision, followed by

aspiration for further education, motivation from school and



people concerned, respectively. There were significant differences,
at a 0.0! level on how male and female students chose their
courses.

People concerned and motivation form school factors had
influenced the students decisions regardless of their scholastic
achievement, interest, aptitude and the aspiration for
further education.

Student pursuing different curriculum Program (mathematic -
science, mathematic-language, language arts and vocational.) received
significant influences from such factors as interest, aptitude,
people concerned and the motivation from school while there was no
influence from other factors. The level of education of their
parents and work showed no significant influence. The motivation
from school factor exerted influence over students. whose parents
differed on the level of income.

When the opinions of teachers and students were compared
on the significance of influencing factors, it was found that there
were no significant differences on the interest, aptitude and
the aspiration to further study factors. But significant differences

were found on the motivation from school and people concerned factors.
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