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The purpose of this research was to study and compare
the distrabution of the demand for and the access to higher
education of M.S5.5 students or the equivalents and the first
year college students enrolling an the academic’ year of {9?8
in the Educational Region 12. The subjects were 1,284 M.S.5
students or the equivalents and 2,141 first year college
students. The demand for Higher Education and The Access
to higher Education questionnalres were used as i1nstruments.
Data analysis was carried ocut by percentage and Chi-square : :.
test,

Major findings were as follows:

1. The finding indicated that 70 percent of students
demanded for higher education. High demand for education
in various fields was expressed by female students,
students attending M.S.5 students whose fathers worked for
private business, students whose mothers were government
officials, students whose parents' i1ncomes were between
5,001 - 7,000 bath per month students whose parents with
diploma or equivalence., students extremely demanded for
medical éc1ence, nursing, and colleges under the ffice of
University Affairs. When comparing the demand for education
in various fields, 1t was significantly related to sex,
curriculum and father's occupations at the level .01. Male
and vocational students expressed greater demand for
engineering. Female and M,S.5 students had higher demand

for medical science and nursing.



2., High access to study in various fields was
expressed by female students, students graduating from
M.5.5 students whose fathere worked in agraiculture and
fishery, students whose mothers were housekeepers,
students whose fathers earned 1,001 - 2000 bath a month,
students whose mothers with no income and whose parents
with Prathom 4 level. These students got high access to
study ain education and in the government colleges. When
comparing the access to study an variocus fields, 1t was
found to be significantly related to sex, curriculum,
parentg cccupation, father's income and father's education
at the Level .01, Fﬁrthermore, 1t 1s significantly
related to mother's income at the level .05.It was glso
found that students who graduated from M.S5.5, female
students and whose parents were government officials,
were found to have higher access to medical science.
Male students who graduated from vocational schools and
whose parents worked in agriculture had higher access
to agricultural science. Female and students graduated
from teacher colleges .3 students whose parents worked
in agraculture had hlghuf access to syudy in educational
field.

%. Characteristics of students who demanded and

of those who had access to higher education were similar



in mogt aspects. Txcept for the curviculum, vthe stulonts from
veacher colleges had higher access thau other sroaps. It was

Jound that job opportunity was the most mfluenc-al foctor on
ine denend fer hicher edueation and decosion making to seloct

ihe fielén of sludy.
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