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Microplant propagation of watermelon (Citrullus vulgaris Schrad.)

in vitro was cbtained by culturing sterile shoot tips on a modified
Linsmaier & Skoog (LS) Medium containing 5 n mol Kinetin and 0.25 n mol
IAA. After 5 weeks, the cultures were transferred to the proliferation
medium containing 10 u mol Kinetin ando.25 n mol IAA. About 14.7 plants
were produced from the explant within 5 weeks. An increase of 10 - 15
fold in total number of plants for each 5 weeks period were obtained.
Plantlets about 3 am. in length were transfered to rooting media
with 10 u mol IAA and developed maximum average number of about 11.3
roots after 3 weeks. Small plants were transplanted in surface soil
mixed with coarse sand, mulch and cow manure at the ratioc 1:1:1:1.

The survival rate wag as high as 90 %.
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