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The way of life and the extant oral musiCal tradition of the Yao ethnic group
was studied in Paduar village, Chiang-Rai province. Ethnological methods of data
collection included literature review, observation, conversation, interviews and
recording. The results of the study are as following:

1. This large village was found to be well developed, with govemment and
non government organizations active there for several years.

2. Within Yao culture, musical tradition is orally transmitted, without a
system of notation. instruments are made from wood and leather gathered locally.
Instruments comprised of Hyat (double reed Instrument) Yo (drum) Tonglaw
(gong) and Chowijery (hand cymbals). There are two kinds of orchestra, one is the
full band which comprises four instruments, and the other is comprise of only
percussion instruments. Most of the musicians are male between 40-55 years of
age and usually engaged in farming. They dress in the Yao styleé when they
perform in the ceremonies. Most of music is very simple. The occasion for playing
music is rather limited, that is only in three important ceremonies: wedding, funeral
and the Yao New Year.

3. The songs, in all ceremonies comprise 11 songs. This research has tried
- to analyze the salient characteristic of musical elements in the composition. From
this analysis it can be concluded that: The songs have a monophonic texture
without dynamics. Tied notes as well as decorative phrases are the principle of the
melody structure. Eventhough the Scale is similar to natural minor scale but it is
actually more flexible when it is used in the songs. The percussion instruments are

not important, used only for accompaniment of Hyat.
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