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A STUDY OF CONTEMPORARY THAI FOLK SONGS

ABSTRACT
BY

LAGKHANA SUKSUWAN

Presented in partial fulfillment of the raquirements
for the Master of Education Degree
at Sri Nakharinwirot University

February, 1978.



The purpose of this thesis was to study, Pleng Luktung, contemporary
Thai Folk - Songs, written and very popular in the period of B.E. 2498-3518
in three aspects: the origin and inspairation, the content, and the
linguistics and sociological anfluence of the songs. Approximately
three thousand five hundred and twenty contemporary Luktung songs,
written by twenty - one popular song writers, were selacted for this study.,.
The descriptive analysis method was used.

The results of the study showed that contemporary Thai Folk Songs
were the outcome of Thai classical songs, Thai classical folk songs; and
some simple foreign songs. The combinations turned these Luktung songs
into a new type of songs, which became very popular at present, suitably
combining the old and the new. The use of simple and meaningful language
in the context of the songs presented woldly edeas, moral lessons, humour,
and uniqueness the said qualifications of the Pleng Luktung made the songs

durable and very popular.
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n I'm bound to follow the longhorn cows untail I am too old,

It's well I work for wages, boys, I get uy pay 1n gold,
My bosses they all like me well, they say I am hard to beat
Because I givelem a bold stand —~ off, they know I've got
to cheek .

(Yell) K1 - y1i - y1pi - Yipl - yea.
I'm a rowdy cowboy just off the stormy plains,
My trade 1s girting saddles and pulling bridle reins.
With Stetson hat and jingling spurs and leather up to the
knees, Graybacks as big chili beans and fighting like hell
with fleas.

(Yell)
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