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The purposes of this thesis were to study materialism

in John Updike's Rabbit Series which have gained popularity.

In addition, one from the series, Rabbit Is Rich, won the
Bilitzer Prize in 1981, The study was done by consldering
characterization and the author's description, and this
research was presented by means of descriptive analysis.

The result of the study was that John Updike
presented the i1dea that the curreni Auerican society has
much changed from the period before the Second World War
in many aspects of life style such as marriage, sexual
relation, family relation, health and sanitation, race
and complexion, education and profession, the condition
of environment and lodging and recreal10n.

In all of the three novels, Rabbit, Run, Rabbit
Redux and Rabbit Is Rich, Updike indicated that human
1i1fe and such @spects of environment became more
depsndent on matter and less on humanity whcereby people
strive to acquire materialistic outlook and llfe style.
Eventually, Updike viewed that Awericans could not find
true peace and nappiness through sheer materialism and,

instead, begin gradually to pursue them through spiritualism.
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MMUTULTEY  The Great Gatsby wed F, Scott Fitzgerald

There was music frommy neighbor's house through

the summer nights. In his blue gardens men and girls came

and went like moths among the whisperings and the champagne
and the stars. At high tide in the afternocon 1 watched his
guests diving from the tower of his raft, or taking the sun

on the hot sand of his beach while his two motor-boats slit
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the waters of the Sound, drawing aquaplanes over cataracts
of foam. On weekends his Rolls-Royce became an omnibus,
bearing parties to andfrom the city between nine in the
morning and long past midnight, while his station wagon
scampered like a brisk yellow bug to meet all trains. And
on Mondays eight servants, including an extra gardener,
torled all day with mops and scrubbing-brushes and hammers
and garden-shears, repairing the ravages of the night before.
Every Friday five crates of oranges and lemons
arrived from a fruiterer in New York-every Monday these
same oranges and lemons left his back door in a pyramid of
pulpless halves., There was a machine in the Kitchen which
could extract the juice of two hundred oranges in half an
hour 1f a little button was pressed two hundred times by

a butles' s thumb. (UL 1%Uﬁﬂ 2523 . 52)
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In the pearl he saw Juana and Coyotito ard himself
standing and kneeling at the high altar, and they were
being married now that they could pay. He spoke softliy,
"We wi1ill be married-in the church”

In the pearl he saw how they were dressed-Juana 1n
a shawl stiff with newness and a new skirt, and from under
the long skirt Kino could sec that she wore shoes. It was
in the pearl-the picture glowing there. He himself was
dressed 1n now whitc clothes, and he carried a new hat-not
of straw but of fine black felt-anc he Too wore shoes-not
sandals but shocs that laced. But Coyotito-he was the
one-he vore = blue sailor surt from the United Btates and
a little yachting cap such as XKino had secn orce when a
pleasure boat put into the estuary. 4ll of these things

Kino saw 1in the lucent pearl and he said "'7e will have

new clothes." (Steinbeck, 1953 : 39)
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Side of Paradise 789 F. Scott Fitzgerald

kosalind fmory, I'm yours-you Know 1t. There have
been times in the last month I'd have been
completely yours 1f you'd said so. But I
can't marry you and ruin both our lives.

Amory We've got to take our chance for happiness.

Rosalind+ Dawson says I'd learn to love him.
(amory with his head sunk 1n his hands does
not move. The life seems suddenly gone out
of him.)

Rosalind Lover! ILover! I can't do with you, and I
can't i1magine life without you.

Amory Kosalind, we're on cach other!s nerves. It's
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Just that we're both high-strung, and this

(His voice 1s curiously old. She crosses to

him and taking his face in her hands, kisses

him.)

I can't, Amory. I can

"

't be shut away from the

trees and flowers, cooped up in a little flat,

walting for you.

You'd hate me 1n a narrow atmosphere. I'd

make you hate me., (hLgain she is blinded by

sudden uncontrolled tears.)

Rosalind =-=-e=w-
Ch, darling, g0 =—===

I can't stand 1t ~-—-

(Hig face drawn, his voice strained) Do you

know what you're saying”? Do you mean forever 7

(Thero 1s a differenc
of their suffering.)
Can't you sce ————=—w

I'm afraad I can't af

e somehow 1n the quality

you love me. You're

afraid of taking , two years'knocks with me.

I wouldn't be the Rosalind you love.

(4 11ttlec hysterically) I can't give you up'

I can't that's all!

I've got to have youl
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Losalind (4 hard note in her voice) You're being a baby
NoW,

AMOTY. (W1ldly) I don't carel You're spoiling our
lives!

losalind I'm doangthe wise thing, the only thing.

Lmory ~re you gpoing, to marry Dawson Ryder?

Rosalind ©Oh, don't ask me. You know I'm old in some
w1ys -~ 1n others-well, I'm gust a little girl,
I like sunshine and pretty things and
chcerfulness-and I dread responsibility. I
don't want to thaink sbout pots and kitchens
and brooms. I wsant to worry whether my legs

w1ll get slick and brown when I swim in the

summer. (Fitzgerald. 1948 209 - 210)
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Nelson was born seven months sfter the Episcopal
service,
(Upaike, 1960 11)
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Rebbit looks toward Ruth and secs that the second
Darquiri 1s on 1vs way and the first has been dilivered.
She tilters, ‘*This awful thing about them, ' she says,

"was trat they did it in the car. Here was poor
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Ronnie, trying to drive through all this Sunday-
night traffic, and I looked back at a stoplight
and Betsy's dress was up around her neck.’

(Updike., 1960 * 145)
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Once 1nside, as she reaches for the light, he
knocks her arm down, a little gauge inside her
ribs doubles and red~1bles his need for presure,
just pure pressure, there 1s no love in 1t, love

that glances and glides along the skin,..
(mmnmg19&) 62)
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He feels on even kael, For two days he and Ruth
have lived on bhis money and he still has fourteen
dollars left. Furthermore he has discovered, poking

hrough her bureau this morning while she was out
shopping, that she has an anormous checking account,
with over five hundred dollars in 1t at the end of

Febreury.
(Updahe. 1960  94)
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e don't telk about i1t, Yarry, 1t zsn't in our
nature, 1t 1sn't the type of thing she and I have
ever talked about. Your mother and I just let a
certain tyonec of thing go unsaid, 1t was the way we
were brought up, maybe 1t would have been bhetter

1f we hadn't,.."
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(Updike. 1971 1
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She tried Lo imagine how, Cne of the nice things
about heving a lover, it makes you think about
everything anew.
(Updaike. 1971 51)
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Determined to bring hwerself off, Janlce returns
her hond and onens her eyes tco lock at Horry sleeping,
211 haraled 1nto himsel f, stupac of him Lo keep her
sex locked up all Lhese years, nis fault, all his
favlt, 1t sas there all alorng, 1t wos has job to call

1t out...

(Updike. 1971 54)
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Janice says, near tecrs, Herry, I Jdon't like to
tell you Lhis, wut 1 you'd peen adequate I wovld
never have left., You drove e 1o 1¢, T d1dn't know
whatl T vas wissing but now that I have LU T know.
I r8fuse tc accept all the blome, I really do.'!
(Upcrke. 1971 137 )
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Webt drawls, "Well, after two marriages that
I'd guess you'd have to say were not suecessful,
and csome of the things I've scon and done before,
after, and between, I must admit ¢ lattle sharing
among friends doesn't seem to we to bad, ...

(Updike. 1981 + 375)
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«..Pegpy tucks her omm son in., fdom, Tim not
sleepy.® 1It's past bedtime. 'It's Saturday
night." “You have a bLip day tomerrow,!* ‘When

15 he pornz hoiwe?" He must think Harry hos mo

ears, “When he usnts to." What are you going
to do~! Nothing thet's any of your business,.:
"Mom,

Updice. 1971 268 )
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"Mow, youlre a bitch,"

Peggy slaps her son pink leaps up his cheek
in stripes liake fingers, and the child's face
hardens beyond futher controllingz, 'dMom, you'fre
& whore, That's what the briose kids say.
You'll lay anybhody."

(Upcrke, 1971 272)
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Even this late he wight have siayed 1Lf she

hadn't accepted delect by doing lhis. His love

Lo love her 1s by, s0 there rs no rcason 10 g£0O.

He's stopned loving her zat Jeoasl so sne waght

ag well lie down beside ncr and 5o Lo slacp.

But saz asks for 1t, lying therc in a muddle

soboing, nand outside, down .n the town..,

(Uparihe. 1960 201)
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June, she wss born 1o Junc, Hs's never known
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Pruorade hil feel belter about be ng biussell,
¥1th s0 many of the students he knew, including
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some game he dudr't vant to play, with Pru

Lubell, this secretary, he did not 1eel nocked

(Updike., 1981 1035
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Marriage 1s not nerely ¢ rite, 1t 1s o
gecranment, on i1nvitation Iron God to perticirpate
in the divine. And the invilation i1eg not [or
one moment only. Everydaey you share 1s weant

to be sacramentol,

(Jpdilee, 1981 187)
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Though the wedding is small and the bride an
Ohio working man's daughter, yet in the eyes of
passerby the gathering woula make a bright brave
fiurry before the church's rust red doors, on
the verge of four o'clock this September the
twenly-second. A person or persons driving
past this Saturday afternoon on the way 1o the
MiniMert or the hardware slore would have a
pang of wanting to be among the guest.

(Upiike. 1931 217)
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Two bouquets of white mums and baby's breath
come to ¢ 38,50, Rabbit pays him with two twenties,
1t was a bad sign when the banks started vaying
out 1n Llwenlies instead of tens, ond yet the
two dollar ball still asn't catching on. People
are superstitious. This wasn'{ supposed to be

a wedding at all but an fact 1i!'s costing plentiy.
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They have had to take three rooms over at the
Four Seasons Motel on Route 422 , onc for the
mother of the bride, Mrs, Lubell, a small soul
who looks like she thinks they'1l stick forks
into her 1f she drops her l:ittle smile for a
second, and another for Melanie...
reoh case of Mum's second=best champagn
walts back in the Joseph Street kitchen for
the lattle get together...and then they ordered
a cake froms..was charging one hundred and
erghty=-five American dollars for a cake;...
(Updike. 1981 218)
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On this day, this holiday they have made just
for themselves from a mundane Saturday, this last
day of summer, What a great wssle of gas 1t seems
as they draive in procession to Ma Spranger's house

through the slanted slireets of the town.
(Uptike., 1681  227)
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In this same drawer he used to reep condoms,
in that interval between when Janice decided the
P11l was bad for her end when she went and had
her tubes hburned, but that was a long while ago
and he threw them all away...

(Updaike. 1981 196)

He knows how the Pope feels abovt contraception
though, he could never stand rutbers, even when
they gave them to you free i1n the Army, this
Month's Consumer Reports hes an ariicle on thenm
page after page, all thias testing, some people
apparently prefer bright - colored ones witn
r1bs and little nubbains to give women an &dded
tickle 1inside, did the staffers on the magazine

all ask the secretaries to screw or what, some
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people even liked ones made out of sleep

1intestin€es.
(Updike., 1981 212 = 213)
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"Poor little devil., How come she got pregnant
1n the first place? Don't they all have the

P11l, and loops, and Gogd Knows what else now?

I was reading in Consumer Reports about these

temporary polyurethane tube ties.”
(Updike. 1981  173)
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"Actually," Harry says gratingly, squatting
to linc up the putt, the way they do 1l on
television," she can't stand her parcnts any
more than I can., She probably wouldn't've
merried me 1f she hadn't been in suck a hurry
to get away from um.'

(Updake. 1960 108)
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He crosses around in [ront of the car, the' 55
Ford that old man Springer with his little sandy
Hitler moustache sold ham for an even thonsand 1n
1957 because the scared bastard was ashamed, Cars
being his business he was ashamed of hLs dgughter
marrying somebody whe had nothing but &a'36 Buick
he bought for 4§ 125 in the army in Texas 1a 1953.
Made haim cough up a thousand he didn't have when
the Buick had just had eighty dollars! worth of work,

{(Updike, 196C : 20)
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DO you think," Kruppenbach at last interupt,

do you think this 1s your Job, to meddle in these

pcomnle’s lives? I know what they teach you at

Seminary now this psychology and that., But

I don't agree vaith 1t. You think now your 3job

1s to be an umpaid doclor, to run arouad and

play up the holes and make everything smooth,

I don't thank that. I don't think that's your

Job,

(Updake., 1960 , 137)
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"She's not our girl, Harry. I did have the
abortion. My pareuts arranged it with a doctor
in Pottsvillie, He did 1t raght in his office
and about a year later a girl died afterwards
of complication ana they put hiw in Jazl.

Now the girls just walk into the hospital.”
(Updike. 1981  408)
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"Run, leave Brewer., I never knew why you came
back. There's nothing here any more. Everybody
knows 1t. Ever since the hosiery mills went south,
Be like Maim,"

"I don't have what Mim has to sell, Anyway
she's breaking Pop's heart, whoring around,"

(Updike. 1971 172)
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"Anyway, Charlie has lots of girls, hc can have
girls any time, single girls younger than me. They
all go to bed now withoul ever being sscked,
everybody's on the pill, they Jvst assume 1t,"

(Updike. 1971 59)
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65 Tuartm  AvLauttidre tantwuadilern
'Believe 1t or not there's some advantages
to livang so long in this day and age., This
Sunday she's going to be sixty=iive and come
under Medicare., I've been paying in since! 66,
11's like a ton of anxiety rolled ofl my chest,
There's no medical expense can break us now,
They celled LBJ every name 1n the book but
believe me he did a lot of good for the little

m@n...

(Updike. 1971 15)
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'"Wot a one that I've been woken un for, She
sleeps like 2 baby with those new green pills,
This new mcdicine 1s miracle, I must adrii ten
more years the only way to kill us'll be to gas us
to deata, Hitler had the right i1dea. Already, you
know, there aren't any more crazy pecple Just gave
them & pill morning and evenuing and toey're

sensible as Einstean."
(Undike, 1971 13

'v £, ¥ | B ¥ v v N 174

uﬂﬂW1ﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂﬂﬁdﬁﬂﬂhﬂ?ﬁhﬂﬂﬁﬁuﬂ%ﬁdnﬁTMWMUl??ggﬂ%ﬁﬂhﬁﬂ

] 1 ! P

?uumuwzuﬁiﬁgﬂﬁq 9 uﬂumuaihqznﬁﬂiuinqnﬁﬂlﬁﬂumn@aumeaugwﬁiﬂ
t [ %5 I | ! P

f

} 2 1 2
unau9l rinruuurarreanaeeelasinas v lvmod (ioala audfiens

[} 1 ] v ] v
thunaSaudalaivanunnar s le vrow? sednsan LasumsiBuiun

] v v 1} [2R | H t v
vurnuluidueyiTen 9 Sauunersuinnng o twaniusslioanarins ey
v ) 1 ] [} '
pr9fin unlaseaunaihuminnir F938msiluaenlravn dlesaunsiley

a | o P 1 ) < ] 1 ]
a%LﬁuqﬁaﬂaﬁnfhﬂaﬁuuaqiuWﬁngn ﬂ@ﬁ%t%ia%qaauqauua?imlﬂ'ﬁuugtﬂuuu



60

' v
UL ?Tﬂﬂﬂ'\ﬁﬁﬂﬁ?‘ﬁ‘lﬂ%ﬂ??'\ﬂ’g fnagn12an ﬁﬁ'ﬂuluhﬂ’muﬂ?}'ﬂﬂﬁﬂtmﬁ)ii
L o4 v \ 1

%a 9 ﬁﬁ%qﬂmuuﬂaﬂuﬂqqug uaﬂuﬂaqmuﬂTmrmﬁuaﬂqoaﬁL@aﬂﬂaaﬂtﬂu

Va8 vany o 1 mouﬁtﬂﬂuﬂnaﬂuruuﬂq

"Well, that's another of these problematical
things, Harry. They've gone ahead and put her
on this new miracle drug, they have some name for
1t I can never remenber, L-dopa, that's right,
I-~dopa, it's sti1ll ain the experimental stage 1
guess, but there's nodoubt in a lot of cases 1t
works wonder, Trouble 1s, 21s0 1t has these side
effects they don't know too mruch about depression
in your mother's case, some nausea and lack of
appetite; end nightmare.... Here she 1s, Just
turned sixty-five, lvang i1n bed half the day,
and gets these impulses so had she says she can
hardly stand 1t, she says she won'lL watch Lelevislion,
the commercials make i1t worse, She says she has
to laugh at herself, Now isn't that a heliuva

thing?
(Updike. 1971 : 14l)

' T oy v o ' !
1uﬂ::Lﬁuﬂaqqmnﬂwsﬁqnﬁﬂuuawlﬁﬂ1ﬂLﬁuamﬁu:mqq q Tnuuu

11
mMrfnritanTaniuzeasua o e fudaasas tan



61

t 4 :r L]
lugreil 2 seawrllurugnil Feayrzmned 1969 - 1979 usf

v ] L o
Tn thusuraudananl dwarusu Iviels ﬁtﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁLﬁwnﬂaﬁtﬂuuﬁqiuvhuquﬁ

tﬁﬂ?dtsnuﬂatuuﬁqﬁyLﬁuﬂuvveﬁﬂaﬁkuuuuiﬂuLﬁWﬂuﬂuqqﬂoLﬁauuﬂauuun
LﬂﬁiutﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂnQﬁQﬁnﬂqﬂnwﬁﬂuLaﬂ;ﬂv:nﬂuﬂuutnaii L9 1 TanrEminga
dhmwi@néaunﬁﬁhéhoiuaq vy hn Wheoo AT LN vl 194 1nun
F1199uas8e i wBn L iuiendl s lofanszion  modiianSedanun
o lWTﬂZLﬁWLéﬂéﬁﬂﬂ?:t%%ﬂé??d drsiduiianlnifivarua? 1daand
wrz19auas L iudadnfimaeloraeian futduuurPausy el

"On the bus, Rabbit prays as his mother told
him to do Make the I~dopa work, give her pleasanter
dreams, keep Nelson more or less pure, don't
let Stavros turn too hard on Janice, help Jall
find her way home. Keep Pop healthy. Me too,.

Lnen,

(Updake. 1971  173)
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She has aged a month a pound ar two e2round her
waiet two or three more grey hairs showing at
her parting. She has gathered her hair back in
a twmst,..,

(Updake. 1971 266)
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Harry doesn't always know how seriously to
take Charlie, He does know, 1n relation to his
0ld rival, that he 1s hearty and huge, indisputably
preferred by God in this chance malter of animal

health, 1f Janice had run off waith Charlie like
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she vantcd to she'd be nothing but a nursemald

now, As 1s, she plays tennis three, four times

a week and has never looked sharper. Harry

keeps wanting to soften himself above Charlie,

protect the more fragile man from the weight of

fortune.
(Updake 1981  14)
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He wanis to turn and look al her but a2t hs
age turning his head 1s not so easy and indeed
some days he wakes with pains all through the neck

and shoulders from Bmo more cause than his dead

weight,.. _
(Updike, 1981 : 22)
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"Janice and I were saying, really we don't think
1t's so wise, for you to be running like this,
al your age,'

"My age is the age to do rt, Now's the time
to start taking care of myself, I've had a free
ride up to now."

"Mother says you should have your heart checked
first," Janice says....Your father, you know,
Ma Sprimger 1s telling him, was taken off by
his heart.,”

{Updirike, 1981 134)
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"How much - how much future ycu think you two
have !

"Harry, I don't have much future with anybody."
His voice 1s whispery, barely audible, Harry
would like to take 1t and wircbrush it clean,
HYou never know," he reassures the smaller manJ
"You know," Stavros insists, "You know when
your time ais running out, If life offers you

somethang, take 1t,"

(Updike, 1981  205)
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«s eMarry swallows and asks, "Don't you want
out, 1f we could rig it somehow?"
"How could we rig 1t? She's in her fifth month."
"She could go ahead have the baby without you
marrying her. .There adoption agencles are crying
for white babies, you'd be doing somebody else a
favor,"
"Pru would never comsent.'
“Don't be too sure, We could ease the pain.
She's one of seven she knows the value of
a dollar."

(Updike. 1981 192)
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Thas's really crazy talk Nelson, Melanie says
from withain him amiable trance. "You need your
father, We all need fathers. At least yours
1s where you can find him, H's not a bad man"

sssiour father's not God.
(Updirke. 1981 125)
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Yet when Janice steps aside to greet Melanie,
and father and son are face to face, and Nelson
says, 'Hey, Dad," and like his father wonders
whether to shazke hands or hug or touch 1n any way,
love floods c¢lumsily the hesitaant space.

(Updake. 1981  72)
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"Terrific,'" Rabbit says. #You Just went out

and swashed 1t up, My corona,"

"I didn't mean to, 1t was an accident, smt.
Vhat do you want me to do, prss blood ?  Get
down on my knees and cry °%

Don't bother,?

"Dad, 1t's Just a thing; you're looking like
you lost your best fraiend,'

(Updrke., 1981 : 101)
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The strange car is a TR-6 convertible,,.. "What the

nell 2s this ?  Harry asks, .., ""Dad, that!s my 1dea

we talked about, to sell convertibles, Honest, hardly

anybcdy makes' em anymore, even Jaguar has guit, they're

bound to go up and up. ...''Why!'d the owner get raid of

1t 2f 1t was worth so much ? What'd you give him on the

trade ?",.., "We bought 2t __' “You bought 2t ¥ ©

(Updaike. 1981 153 = 4)
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"Two thousand five hundred dollarst

Just repealing the numbers slowly makes him

feel good, an a bad kind of way. Any debt

he ever owed Neloon 1s being paid back now.

e goes alt 1t again "Two thousand f{ive hundred
good American,”

(Updaike. 1981 157)
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Janice 1s firm, younger, in control, 'Mother,
vou know nothang about 1t. You know nothing about
11fe veriod. You sit in thais house and watch
1diotic game shows and talk on the phone to what
friends you have that haven't died off yet and
then sit in judgment on Harry and me., you know
nothing of l1fe now, You have no 1dez,

vhg 1 f playing games at a country club with the
nickel rich and coming home tiddled every night 1is
enoush to make you wise," the old lady comes
back, holding on with one hand tc the knob of
the newel post as 1f to easse the pain in her
ankles, f'You come home,'" she goeg on, 'too silly
to make your husband a decent supper and then want
to bring this tramp into a house where I do all
the house keeping, even 1f I can scarcely stand
to stand., I'm the one that wculd be here with
them, you'd be off in that convertible, What
the neighbors make of 1t? Whet about the people
in the church?

(Updike., 1981 L)
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eeey but since Pop passed on, after holding on
wiihout Mom for a number of years, doing all the
yardwork and vacuuming and meals by himself untal
his emphysema just got too bad and you'd find
him sitting 1n 2 chair all curled over like o
hand sheltering a guttering candleflame from
the wind; ...
(Updike. 1981 38)
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ves, t0 avoid capital gains he had begged Janice
at the taime to buy a new house, just for them,
maybe over in Penn Park in West Brewer, five
minutes from the lot., But no, Janice didn't
think they should desert Mother *+ the Springer
had taken them in when they had no house, thexir
own house had burnt, and their marriage had hat
roclk bottom and what with Harry starting as
Associate Sales Representative at about the
time Pop died and Nelson having had s0 many
shocks already in his life...2t seeuned better
to lie low, to hide behind the Sprainger name
in the oig stucco house, and the weeks had
become months and the months vears without ithe
young Angstroms going into another place of
their own, and then with Fred dying so suddenly
and Nelson soing off to college there seemed
more room and less reason than aver to move,.
(Updake. 1981  38)
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Her mother 1s saying, moaning as 1[ tc herself,

n I knew you were looking but I guess I didn't
believe you'd actually g0 ahead and buy one whan
you have this free., Isn't there any adjustment
we could meke here so you could chanhge your
minds or al least let me get adjustuenl first?

I'm too 6ld, 15 the thing, too old to take on
responsibillityese
(Updake., 1981  356)
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"Oh yes, 1 was born in Marin County, My mother
lives now 1n s place called Carmel, That's to the
south,!

"I've heard of 1t," Charlie says. ''You've got
some rock stars there,"

"ot really, I don't think...Joan Baez, but she's
mere what you'd call traditicnal. We lived in what
used Lo be our summer place.”

"How'd that hanpen?"

Startled, she tells hiw. "My father usea to work
in Sam TFrencisco as a corporation lawver, Then he
and my nother broke up and we had Lo =ell the house
on Pacific Avenue., Now he's in Oregon learning to
be a forester.'

"That's a sad story, you could savy,' Harry says.

"Daddy doesn't think so,'' Melanie tells him.

He's Javing with a lovely girl who's part Yakima

Indizn,"

(Updike. 1981  90)
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"Be the worst thing you could do for him,'" Webb
says.” I've had five kids, not counting the two
tykes Cindy had given me, and when any of then
mentioned the roofing business to me 1'd say,
"Go get a job with another roofer, you'll never
learn a thing staying wath me.” 1 couldn't give

them an order, and 1f I did they wouldn't obey

1L anywayseee B T )‘

(Updike, 1981 164)
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In bed he asks Janice, "How long have you known?%"

“Oh, ' she says, about a month, Melanie let soue

of the cat out of the bag and then I confronted

Nelson with 1t, He was relieved to talk, he cried

even, He Just didn't want you to know.

"Why not," He is hurt. He is the boy's father.
(Uparke, 1981 171)
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Pru shakes her head, her recd hawir flaicking a
creature at bay, She says, ""We had a break.
They aidn't approve of something I did before

I met Nelson, and they wouldn't apnrove of this,
the way I am now."

bar  "Only my mother was a Catholic actually,
and I think by the time I came along she had
pretty much given up,..Daddy had beaten 1t out
of her guess you coula say, He didn't lake
having all the children to feed.!

"What was his denomination Lhen?' +He vwas a

ncthing,®
(Updike. 1981 18L.)
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He knows that in all this rolling on world his
mother 1s the only person who knows him.

\
(Updake, 1971  146)
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So much passion, where he now feels none,
amuses Harry, makes him feel protected, at home.
It has been hlsﬁsalVatlon, to be home again,

The same musty teddy-bear smells from the carpet,
the same embrace of hot air when you open the
cellar door, the same narrow stairs heading up
off the living - room with the same loose baluster
that lost i1ts dowel and has to be renailed again
end again, drying out i1n the ebb of time, the same
white-~topped kitchen table vith the Tour sets of
worn srols where lhey used to eat, ['n appetate
for boyish roods has retnurmced, «..
(Updikse. 1971 300)
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What held him back all day was the feeling that
somewhere there was something better for him than
listenting to babies ary and cheating people in
used-car lots and 1t's this feeling he tries 1o

kt11l, right there on the bus, he grips Llhe chrome
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bar and leans far over two women wirth white
pPleated blouses and laps of packages and closes
his eyes and tries to kill it.

(Updrke. 1960 . 219)
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"What do you mean, going on? Nothaing i1s going
on except your wirfe 1s trying to bring home a

little extra bread," Bread® "Going on" really.
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You may think your seven or whatever dollars
an hour you get for sitting in the dark diddiing
that machine i1s wonderful money, Harry, but...
(Updike., 1971 + 23)
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"He's promised to earn half the money himself,
I'11 gave him our half out of my money, 1f you're
50 uptight,* Her money her father gave her
stocks years ago, And she earns money now. Does

she need haim at al11?

(Updake, 1971 : 35)
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"Daddy likes taking the bus.¥

T hate 1t'" Rabbit yells. “It stinks of
Negroes,'" but no voice below in the kitchen
acknowledges hearing haim,

Throughout the evening he has this sensation of
nobody hearing him, of his spirit muffled in pulpy
insulation

, S50 he talks all the louder and more

insistently,

(Updaike. 1971 . 36)
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He moved Lhere wilh Janice and Nelson three
years-ago. His fether still feels the move out

of Mt, Judge as a rejection, and s0 most afternoons

Lhey have a3 drink togather to s0ilen the day's

parting., Working together ten years, they have

;

grown 1nto the love lhey woula have nad in Harry's
childhood, had not his mother iooned soO large

between them.

(Updike. 1971  10)
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"You two have a language all your own, Marry
and I, we used to marvel, I used to say to her,
there couldn't ever have been a brother and a
sister cloger than Harry and Miriam. These
other parents used to tell us, you know, about
kids fighting, we didn't know whac they were
talking about, we'd never had an exampie. I swear
to God above we never hecard a loud word hetween the
two of you.!

(bpdake. 1971 303 - 304)
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Harry, you must come over todey. You'll
break her hesrt 1°f }ou dontt"

“T will T wall, but-"

The old man has cupped his mouth agzinst the
receiLver, urging hoarsely, ‘'This may be her last,
you knew, PBirthday.!

(Updike. 1971 79)
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"She loved the car.'

She aidn't Jove the car, she dadn't love
anything we would have loved, he wanted to
tell Mrs. A~Aldridge.

. {(Updike. 1971 298}
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»ssPensive monents of her face return to hurt
him, A daughterly attentiveness he had bid her
hide, Why? He had retreated into dreadness and
did not wish her to call him out,  He was not
ready, he had been hurt. ...She 1s touching him
again as he lies in his boyhood bed and this time
he does not make the mistake of turning his face,
very carefully brings his hand up from his side
to touch the ends of her hair where 1t must hang.
Waking to find his hand in empty midair he cries,
grief rises in him out of alparched stomach, a
sorethroat, singed eyes; remembering her doughterly
blind grasssreen looking to him for more than shelter

~

he blinds hlmself,oto
(Updarke. 1971 326)
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HYou should be fucklng my mother, she really
15 gocd with men, she thinks they're the be = all
and end - all. I know she was playing around,
even be fore Daddy died.™

"Is that why you ran away?'

"You wouldn't believe 2f I really told you.b
1 ¥ )
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"Maybe I dad, I tend to forget material

4
detarls like tnat ©

(Undike., 1971 127)
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"When people get davorced the father doesn't
stop liking the kids, he just can't live with
them any more., The reason Fosnacht keeps getting
B1lly all this expensive crap 1S probably he feels
gullty for leaving him."”
(Updike. 1971 3 20)
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The boy 1s led away. He doesn't resist;
Rabbit thought he might, might i1nsist on staying
with his father to the end, But the boy, his
hair hanging limp and his tears flowing unchecked,
seems relieved to be at last 1n the arms of order,
of laws and limrts, DNelson doesn't cven wave
from the window of the silver blue West Brewer
crurscer as 1t U « turns in Vista Crescent and
heads away from the ftangle of horses and puddles
and red reflections

(Updike., 1971 ¢ 280)
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"..The Southern assholes got together with the Northern
assholes and said, Let’s us do & deal. What's all this
about democracy, let's have here a dollar-cracy. Why 'd
we ever care, free versus slave ? Capital versus labour,
that's where 1t's at, right 2 This poor cunt of a
country's the biggest jampotis ever come along so let's
eat 1t, friend. You screw your black labour and we'll
Screw our immigrant honky and mongolian i1diot labour and,
whoo=-hee! Malleluiah, right ?

«+«+The South got slavery back at half the price, 1t

got control of Congress back by counting the black votes
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that couldm't be cast, the North got the cotton money
1t meeded for capital and everybody got the fun of
shitting on the black man and then holdang their noses

i

(Updike. 1971 * 201 )
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2413 those ones. A1l those ones live in those

great big niecruct mock - Two = door houses with His

and Hers Caddies parked out by the hydrangea bushes, ‘

How about all those old Tarts down at Mifflin Cluo

with all those iron gates that used Lo own the textile

m1lls and now don't own anything but a heap of paper

keeps'em in cigars and girl - friends.»

(Updike, 1971 215)
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T didn't exactly take him, he kind of showed up.
Nobody's supposed to know about 1t. I thank he's
Farnsworth's son,

"That can't be, Jerry's never married to my knowledge'"

'"They don't marry generally, right? They werentt
allowed to as slaves"

(Updike. 1971  205)
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"Up here, the law said one thing no rights. No
rights, This 1s no man, this 1s one warm piece of
animal meat, worth one thousand Yoo Hess Hay coldblooded
dams. Can't let 1t marry, that might mess up selling

it when the market i1s right. Can't let 1t go and
testaify in court, that might mess up Whitney's property
rights, There was no such thing, no such, believe me,
as the father of a slave child. That was a legal fact.

(Updike. 1971 + 209)
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"We are fifty miles from the mason -~ Dixon line
where we si1t, but way up in Detroit they are shooting
nigger boys like catfish in a barrel., The news 1s,
the cotton 1s 1n ... The System 1is rotten, Harry. The

laws are written to protect a tiny elite.V

(Updike. 1971 : 180 -~ 181)
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‘Do you believe, do you believe I'm so mad just
telling this 1f I had a knife raght now I'd poke 1t
in your throat and watch that milk - white blood '
come out and would love 1t, oh, would I love 1t."
Skeeter 15 weeping. Tears and smoke mix on the
skin of his face,

(Updake., 1971 267)
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Hell, man, there was heat, right? I thought
lynching time had come, I didn't know there wasn't
twelve hundred crackers out there, I was 1n no shape

to take care of some whitey woman, let Whitey take care

of his owmn "

(Updike, 1971 287)
LI ) b
anmtma: 1uququwwﬁmﬁunguuﬂuﬂﬁutﬂaaLwﬁuu Lﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁouﬁﬂr'wﬂﬂﬁﬁuﬂ
v ]

‘\( -t -
ﬁ:ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ?:t?ﬁtﬂuﬂuuuﬂﬁq uazﬁhﬂau1uugﬁumquaﬁﬂsnnuaumwuao kAU T ANA

w2 ! - = ° - 2 ’ * ! v
nauilafiadanUantiefa o twefaunaudana i tudniiulan afninerSegam mrsieies

v oV

ﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁ?

“God's on their side, right? God's white, right?
He doesn't want no more Charlie up there to cut ainto
his take, he has 1t just fine the way 1t 1s, him and

all those black angels out in the cotton.”

(Updlke. 1971 106)
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"If we don't send somebody in the other side sure
as hell will, the Greeks can't seem to manage the

show by themselves.,"

1
ua?ﬂﬂﬁﬁT just cantt stand to hear the U.S. knoched,

IT'm sure 1t's psychological."

(Updike, 1971 49)
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"Christ exactly. We'd turn 1t 1nto ancther Japan
1f they'd let us., That's all we want to do, make a
happy rich country full of highways and gas stations.
Poor old LBJ, Jesus with tears in his eyes on television,
you must have heard him, he just about offered to make
North Vietnam the fifty-first fucking state of the
Goddam Union 1f they'd Just stop throwing bombs. We're
begging them to rig somwe clections, any elections, and
they'd rather throw bombs. What more can we do®',..

(Upaike. 1971 L4y )
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Two of the m2n in the shop are Negroes, Farnsworth
and Buchanan, and after a while you didn't even notice,
&t least they remember how to Jaugh, Sad business,
being a Megroman, always underpz.rd.

(Updrke, 1971 16 - 17)
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Better that than sniping from rooftops, Stall, he

wonders how that black bride would be., Big lips,

suck you right off, the men are slow as Jesus,

long as whips, takes everything; Lo get Lhem up,

in there for ever, that's why white women need them,

white men too quick about 1t, have to get on with

the job, making Aunerica great.

(Upcrke, 1971 21)
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'What dard I do wrong® 1 wes a fucking Good
Samaritan. T took in these orphans, Black, white,
I said Hop aboard. Irregardless of colour
creed, Hop aboard. Tree eat. 1 was the fucking
Statue o¢f Liberty."

"Aind 1t got you a burned - down housc,¥

"O0.Ks That's other people, Tnat's their

broblen, anot mine, T & d what felt right.’

(Updaike., 1971 307)
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Because they di1d believe a nigger was a plece of
shat And they was scared of therr own shit...
Some white man see a black man he don't see a

man he sees a gymbol, right?

(Updike. 1971 209)
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He comes into Brewer from the south, seeing
A\

1t in the smoky shadow before dawn as a gradual
multiplication of houses among the trees beside \
the road and then as a treeless waste of industry,
shoe factories and bottling plsntis and company
parking lots and knitting mills converted to
electronics parts and elephantile gas tanks lefting

above trash-filled swamp land...

(Updike. 1960 33 - 34)
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"Near the top, the mountain rises sheer in a
¢liff, and here modern men have built conerete
stairs with an 1ron railing that in a Z2 of three
\fllghts reach the macadam parking lot of the
Pinnacle Hotel, They put their shoes back on and
climb the stairs and watch the city slowly flatten
under them,

Rails guard the cliff edge. He grips one white
beam, warmed by the sun now sinking steeply away
from the zenith, and looks straight down, ainto
the exploding heads of trees. A frightening view,
remembered from boyhood, when he used to wonder 1f
you Jumred would you die or be cuchioned on those
green heads as on the clouds of a dream? In the
lower part of his vision the stone-walled c¢laff
riges to his foreshortened to the narrowness of
a knife, in the upper part the hiliside slopes
down, faint paths revealed and randoa clearings and
Lhe steps they have climbed,

(Updiked, 1960 G2)
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On his right, away from the mountain, the heart
of the city shines. a shuffle of lights, a neon
outline of a boot, of a pcanut, of a top hat, of '
an enormous sunflower erected, the stem of green

neon six storeys high, along one building to symbolize
g}
Sunflower Beer, the yellow centre a second moon.

One block down,a monotone bill tolls hurriedly,
and as long as knives the red tipped railroad
crossing gates descend, slicing through the soft
mass of neon, and the traffic slows, halts,
(Updike, 1960  €0)

" l.l
ﬂﬁnnﬂrur:uqamaaawiﬂﬂ ‘h"t%@nuﬁunﬁunwfuﬁﬂqlutuuaq
twy ]
= <4 &
awiﬂﬁmaqnﬁrnanunuaﬁuuﬁﬂaawﬁsLanmaqtsaaluwaia 1yudugay anmuuiiia
l (] [ ] l ] ] I/L ‘J
12908 UAZAIWYPIIUIIANG <) LMEATTUNRUANINE I LA AN INIITTE

o A

v ‘J I:JQ
Mﬁ1ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂhﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁdhﬂﬂﬂ1? ﬂﬁTUT?UﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁWﬂuuﬁgdﬂuﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂuﬂ?ﬁﬂ

R v v a:’.; 1 | I 7
Rabbir, Ran wun 68 11 Junsuiiaazar tandenaiuiaus idumilng ruauniite ln
17 1 i ]
wuvﬁnﬁQﬁuquaﬂUﬂ@a%%ﬂﬁtﬂnﬂfﬁﬁnsrﬂqauT@uwihguannwv O R
1 [V | f 1t
ua:uihQﬂvzwuﬁhﬁqquﬁauquﬁuuﬂunﬂﬂTmuﬂﬁuﬁwnﬁhanﬁwéhgaquaﬁﬂnu
~ | 7 v v

o d N q Y v
VRInUY ua~ﬁnﬂWUﬁut?aumvﬂL?ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaaeﬁﬂamqqﬁcﬂﬁmwuuﬂmwTutﬂﬁrﬁn

naaua*maumTumaﬂLﬂﬂﬂTﬂnr?qwﬂnauquﬁaﬂaﬁuﬁanuulﬂ s zeduil

-

ﬁﬁ?LﬁUﬂ%ﬁuwﬁﬁa

o

mqﬁuuMﬂaﬁUﬂaﬁnaﬁﬂuﬁuaanMﬁqiamaaquuua.Lﬂu

ot

N Mﬁihguuumadﬁu

o8 =)

ﬁhﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂanﬁrnrrg



99

Y

" vl “ [} i
afinta L lawaulBn 10 § Fa U A.nee 1969 1ile 10 Hneu

trt o 1% t 1 :: ] Y Jq!
w19 ifins wummes anarannd Ty ﬂ@aﬂ?uadﬂ@nﬂ?ﬂﬁutﬁﬂﬂu

} P v ' v 'Y v et
LﬁaﬂféiﬂﬁuMﬁaﬂﬁuihq vy Ul 2sndunmnd 9 areunuid oy

o o 1 v o ‘f" v v (%

AT TUTMAUIN IWLNLAFINE NG Lune 7 Fslahsszuwilaslandaswou

¥ og o ! A A ! ! A =
Twifumrunisnns 922 9§94 pluwey wusugh namfelinnsvigufin apas
t [ ] ] © ] » » P4
A9 9 denantfisaraacBudnruimonronazarure  (tiluwesndnsBuairouun)

' ) v PR v P I
Lﬁaeaﬁﬂ%ﬁqihq%unnﬁﬁhﬁaaiﬂarnuumLﬁnﬁh mnnuMﬂqﬂrnuuﬂ AUYIUEI W

“t g w ¥ v (4? =y

A9 WEI N TAANTY AU AUAIT 2 LANTRUUAT 4R LUT AT EUR AN W
v vl 1

AOINITUBIG ﬂ?’)vﬂt}ﬁﬂllqtﬂ AUt

¢ o4 ¥ v
slan laussuaglnag

The c1ty, attempting Lo revive 1ts dying
downtown, has torn away blocks of buirldings
to create parking lots, so thet a desclate
openness, weedy and rubbled, spills through

the onge - packed streets,... (Updike. 1571 : 9)
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The crty with 1ts tired five and dimes (that
used to oe a wonderland, the counters as high as
haig nose and the Big Latile Books swelliag like -
Chmistues) and 1ls Krollts Deporiment Siore

«ssthen Lhe empty dusty windows where stores
have been starved by the suburpvan shopping malls
and the sad narrow places thal come and g0 called
Go ~ Go or Boulique and the [uneral varlours with
1mitation granite faces and the surplus outlets
and a shoe psrlour lhat sells hot roasted peanut

sest0 West Erewer, a gappy imitation of the
city, the sa.e domino - thin houses of brick
painted red, but spaced here snd Lhere by the
twirlers of the car lot, the puwpc and blazoned
overhan; of z pelrol station, the lakelike depth
0f & surpermarket parking lot crammed with
shimmering fins.

(Updrke. 1971 17 - 18)
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J111 admires., YGroovy, gioovier, grooviest,
Nelson, I just pity those erxghl grade girls,
Lhev'1ll be at vour mercy.'

He looks at her anxiously, “You know 1t's
sguare, I didn't want to, Moa wade me., The
slores were dispgusting, all full of materialism."

(Updake. 1971 : 177)
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Welecr Streel curves, becowes a by hway,
dips into green suburbs where sn the Twoatics
letile knights of industry buili hali-iirbered
dreamhouses, peobied mortar and clinker brici,
stucco [laky ac pie crust, witch'c houses of
candy... The mosl successful denlistz may get to
buy one, the nushiesl insurance sslecmen, che
suavest ophthalmnclosaistis,

(Updrle. 1971 10)
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He 1i1ves on Victa Crescent, third house from
the ends Once there may heve been here a2 vista,
¢ 50ftly sloped valley of red pbarns ana [1eldstone
farmhouses, but more Penn Villas had been added
and now the view from any window 15 25 @ fragmented
mrirror, of hcuses like thas, telephone wires and
television aerials shouving where Lhe glass cracked.

(Updike. 1971 - 1G)

(Fumumiag rlu R 1980 ﬁaunﬁ:ﬂfqﬂgﬂaqanﬁwﬁQuLﬁﬂqﬁtﬂéﬂulﬂ?ﬁnLﬁm
Vs R 9N ﬂLﬁéuuuﬂaaiﬁnﬁnuﬁﬂrquﬁhanﬁﬂﬁHuLﬁﬂo Tuiilasufaiaes
“l 1 p [ v v u-:‘lu l-'u LI} - ! LN
\Houriag runout fulunnuruns Thllsqunadanatudeay luuantn uezdelwed
dsanglutiufe suanns warivnnslursdtly KoL funns seneulufuaanm
7897 L3 Lﬂsngﬁanﬁﬁhiqtﬁaq nr L 3udzihuan SanaailouannsLgaun
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HThe dgwntown stores are 2}l pulling oul, Nothing
left 1n the middle of the city now but the bvanks
and the post officers They put the crazy cotand
in to make a small but a1l won'’t do any good, the

people are scared to go gownlown,!

(Updake. 1981 23)
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"Dad,' lelson says imratiently. fthe
countryts the sawe now wherever you zo. The
Saite supermnarkets, 1he same plestic shil ior
cale, There's nothing to sez.”
“"Colorado was a disauvpointiment to Nelwon,"
Melanie tells ther, with her acrry underione.
(Updaxe. 1931 . 73)
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« s What a2bout Penn Park thouzh? Wiln all those
nice divorce lawvers and dermatologists? I've
always kind of dreamed, ever since we used to
pley tnem in basketbzll, of living over there
somevhere, Some honse with at least stone
facing on the front, and may he a sunken living
room, SO we can entertain the Murketts in decent

style.
(Updike, 1981 325)
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veemaybe God 1s 1n the universe the way selt 1is
in the ocean, giving 1t a taste, He could never
understand why people can't drink saltwater, 1t
cant be any worse than mmaxing Codke and polato
chips.sst cores to him why ihey're being €0
busy, they're trying not to panic here in this
house, whkere they shouldn’t be al all, so far

@

from Joseph Street,

(Updike. 1981 L25)
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Tired of satting 1n his den alone with a
hundred millaion other btooks watching, Harry
goes 1nto the kitchen for the second beer,
Janice sits at a card table her mother parted
with as a loan grudgingly,even though she
never plays cards except i1n the Poconos,

Where are our guests®? he asks,

Janice 18 sitting there helping the Chinese
dinners warm up in the oven and reading a copy
of House Beauti ful she must have bought at the
MinitMart., They must have fallen asleerv.
They're up a good deel of the night, in a way
1t's a mercy we're not there any more."

He trims his lips i1n upon a bitter taste in
the beer, Grain gone bad. Men love their
poison. 'Well I guess lavang in thais house
with jJust you 1s the way for me to losc weight.
I never get fegd."

"You'll get," -2 -3 v she says, turning a
slick page.

Jealous of the magazine, of the love this
house he feels growing in her,...

(Updike., 1981 * 428)
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Music raises to him., The heavy boards of the
0ld bridge, waxed block with locomotive smoke,
rumble under his feet. Being a small-town boy,
he always has a fear of being knifed in a caity
slume

(Updike. 1960  157)
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He wants to go south, down, down the map into
orange groves and smoking rivers and barefoot
women., It seems simple enough, drive all night
through the dawn through the morning through
the noon park on a beach take off your shoes
and fall asleep by the Culf of Mexrco. Wake
up with the stars above perfectly spaced in

health.
(Updike. 1960 22)
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Black Eccles reads before the white casket.
It annoys Rabbait that Eccles should stand
between him and his daughter. Tt occurs to
him, what no one has mentioned, the child was
never baptized. Eccles reads, "I am the
resurrection and the life, saith the Lord-
he that believeth 1n me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and
believeth in me, shall never die.'

The angular words walk 1n Harry's head like
clumsy blackbirds;he feels their possibilaty.,
Eccles doesn't, his face i1s humourless and tautl.
His vouice 1s false., All thesc people are false
except his dead daughter, the white box wath
gold trim,

(Updike. 1960 236)
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esey Whal kept him walking was the 1dea that
somewhere he'd find an opening. For what made
him mad at Janice wasn®*i so much that she was in
the right for once and he was wrong and stupid
but the closed feeling of 1t, the feeling of being
closed 1n, He had gone to churcn and brought

back this little flame =2nd had nowhere to put on

109
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the dark damp walls of the apartment, so 1t
had flickered and gone out. And he realized
that he wouldn't always be able to produce

this flame,

(Updike., 1960 * 219)
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An unseen 1nterviewer mellifluously asks him,

"How would you describe the goals of your

organization®!?
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"Destruction of existing repressive siructures,
Socral control of the means of production.,"

“Could you tell our viewing auvdience what you
mean by means of production®®

The camera is being jJostled, the living room
darkened otherwise, flickers, ‘''Tactories, Wall
Street, Technology., All thal. A tainy cligue
of capitalists i1s forcing pollution dovn our
throats, and the SST and the genocide an
Vietnam and in the ghettos. All 1:}1,:11:\J

ity see.\ Your aim, then,by smashing windows,

15 to curb a runaway technology and create the
bas1s for a new humanism,"

The boy looks off-screcn blearily, as the
camera struggles to refocus him, "You being
funny® Vou'll be the first up against the wall,
you' And the :llp showed that ithe interview had
been taped,

Rabbit says, "Tell me aboui technology."

"Technolcgy,' Skeeter explains with exquisite
patience, the tip of his joirt glowing red as he
drags, 1s horseshat. Take that down, Jilly."

(Updike. 1971 238 )
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On the radio he hears "No other Aras, No other
Lips™, "Stagger Tee," a commercial for"Rayko Clear
Plastic Seal Covers,! "I{f I didn't Care'by Connie
Trancls, a commercial for Radio Controlled Garage
Door Operaiers, I Ran All the Wway Home Just to
Say 'I'm Sorry," "Ihot 0Old Feeling" by Mel Tormesa
commercial for Big Screen Westinghouse TV (et
wilh One - Finger “utomatic Turning,...

(Upkaike, 1960 26 - 27)
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The closet 1s 1in the living roon and the door
only opens hall-way, since ihe tclevicion set 1s )
infront of 1l. He 15 careful not to wick the wire,
which 1s plugged anto a socket on the other side
of the doos., One time Janice, who 1s especially,
clumsy when pregnant or drunk, got the wire wrapped
around her foot and nearly pulled the sel, a hundred
and forty = nine dollarsS,..s

(Updike, 1060 8)

She 1s watching a group ©f children called
Mouseketeers perform & musical nunber in wnich
Darlene 1s a flower girl in Parais and Cubb: 1s
a cop and tnat smirky squeaky tall kid is a

romantic artist, He and Darlene and Cubby and

Karen (dresscd as an old Frencr 1ady vhon Cubby
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as & cop helps across the street) dance., Then the
commercial shows the seven segments of a Tootsle
Roll coming out of the wrapper and turning anto
the seven letters of '"Tootsie,' They,too, sing
and dance, Still singing... Son of a bitcha . cute,
He's seen 1t fifty times and this time 1t turns

his stomach,.

(Updike, 1960 9)
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The big Mouscketeer has appeared, Jimy, a
growvn wen who wears circular black ears. Rabbit
watches hip atlentively, he respects hir. He
expects Lo lsarn something from him hel pful

in his own 1line of work, which 1s demonstrating
a kitchen gadget 1in several five-and-cdime stores

around Brewer,
(Updike. 1960 Q)
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L. lconol and cards Rabbit both associates with
a depressing kind of sin, sin with bad brealh, ond
he was futher depressed by the pclicrcal air of
the place.
(Updake., 19GO 16)
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Janscc asks, "Harry, do you hsve a cigarette?
I'm out."

Buh” "On the way hore 1 threw my pack 1nco &
garbage can, I'm gaving 1t up,' He wonders how

anybody could think of smoking, with his silomach
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on edge the way 1t 1s.
Janice looks at him at last. 9You threw it into
a garbage can! Holy Mo, You don't darink, now you
don't smoke, What are you doing, becominz a saint?!
(Updaike, 1960 * 9)
anisnlan Flufuneuy " rquﬁiuwﬁaéﬁqﬁiééfﬁuazyﬂgLﬂu

dounilel unraurawe i waniaiar i fudisanlule wes auaing s
T8 uunlsrnmniandene s iuL Faautan uﬁhén??aﬁﬁﬂhgﬂaﬁﬂfzmﬂ
ﬂ?:ﬁhtnﬁ:Lﬁhnﬁsﬁs:mﬁﬂﬁqLmﬁquuéﬁéﬁiﬂguaﬂqqﬁlﬁuuuqﬁﬁﬁa 2wl
n7 91w itieSnion ua:ihqﬁuuﬁhtaq

a b . v | 1% P 1 %
LL‘ifﬁﬁﬂﬂ’) ﬁqm‘mﬂmmaugﬁnmwmm ﬁﬂiiﬂ‘iiﬁﬁﬁlllﬁf'l wazmad

1
'e

né&ié,éqnqﬁuuuaauﬁﬂgqg:wﬁﬁyﬁ?auﬁiﬂﬁ@wﬁﬁzﬁﬂ%ﬁ15‘uazﬁbmﬁiﬁ%éauiﬁn
dynauty ot Souatuildins azmisnmasaveouiasdenanesulila vaou
saﬁhLﬁHmﬁQiﬁ%n
The last hours ere like some narrcow turn in

a pipe that shke can't force her thought chrough,

Lgain and again she comes up Lo the sound of

him saying Roll over and can't squeeze through

1t, cennot feel panicked and chocked, She gets

out of bed and goes i1nto the kitchen in her bare

feet aud sniffs the eupty glass Harry made her

drink whisky oul of, The smell 1s dark and raw

and soit and deep, and she thinks mavbe & sip will

cure her insounia. Mahe her sleep uniil the scratch
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at the door awakens her and she sees his big,
white bedy ramble in sheepishly ana she can say

Come to bed, Harrv, 1t's all right, do me, I want

to share 2t, I really want 1t, really. +«.

She goes 1nto the kitchea 2nd makes another
drink, slronger than the first, thinking that
after 212 1t's about time she had 2 1lattle
tun, She haan't lhiad a wmoment to nersell since
she ceme back from' the hospital. The thoughe
of fun makes her movements quick agd ALY, e a0

{(Updike., 1960 205)
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‘What happened 15, he grew up," Janice says,
finishing off the coconut liqueuar, tilting her
head back so0o her throat shows the pale rings
that when ner bsad 15 held normally are wrinkles, .
Her Loungue probes the bottom of the glass,
With Nelson and Pru psrt of the household,
Janice drinks nore freely, itaey sit around
getting s1lly and wairtiag up for Joany Carson
or Saiurday Night Iaive, her snoking has gotten
bock up tc over a pack a day in sprte of Harry's
nasging to get her to quat,

(Updike. 1981  242)
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"Jack's al the church, probably playing ping=-
pong with one of his delinquent bOYS. e’

(Updike. 1960 * 168)
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His gaiety, he was always <0 gaye. To0 know nmim
back 1n seminary you would never think he would
take all this so sericusly, he and his friends
sitting in lheir draughty ola rooms lined waith
handsome blue exegelical works made 1t all seem
an elegant joke. She remembe:rs pleying with them
"n a softhall geme that was the Athanasians

against the Arians.

Updale, 1080 153)
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eved1l]l moves them into the kitchen, towing
lelson eglong on ilhe thread of ler voice, 'You're
lucky, youire ~uving on a bost. I love Dboats,.
Back howe we had a twenty-two-7Tool sloop.

"hatlts 2 s3loop?”

Tigl's @ sexlbozat wilh one masc.'

‘Some have more®H

10f course, Schooners ard vawls. A schooner
has ithe big mazl behina, o yawl nac the bigz one up
front. We hac & yawl once buv 11 was too much work,
vou needed ancther nan really~!

'You used to sazt?"

A1l summer unt:1l Ociober. Not only that.
In the swraing we all used to have to scrave 1t
and caulk 11 and paint 12t, I liked that sluost
the best, .44

(Updike. 1971 133)
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T enjoy 1t most of the Line.v

“They say you do. They say you're beconing
quite an expert golf player.™

Ch dezr., And he thoughl he was 1=2laxing.
He thousht for the moment they were on the porch
of 2 shabby peeling housc and sne was a long
suffering fa. factory wife who had leasrned 10
lake Jlife as 1v came., That 15 what che looked
like,s.sHe tries to 1magine Harry four year 2go,
and gets a nrescntable picture tall, fair,
famous 1n his school days, clever enough a son
of 1re morning. His arr of confidencc nusi have
especially appealed to Janice, David and Michal.

De fraud ve not one the other,,.He scratches his

forchead and says, "Playing golf with someone 1s
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a good way to get to know haim, That's what I try
to do, you understand-get to know pecple. I donft
think you cen lead someone to Christ unless you
know him,"

(Updike. 1960 122)
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"Where's Nelson??

"He's gone with Billy Fosnacht to Brewer to look

at minibikes,"

"I don't want him looking at mini-bikes. He'll

get killed,"” The other child hais daughter was
killed, The world is quicksand. Find the straight
path and stick to it.

"Oh, Harry, 1t won't do any harm to look. Billy
has cne he rides all the time."

"I can't afford 1t."

(Updire. 1971 33)
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Around the clippings the boy had drawn with
various colours of ballpoint {flOwers, peace S1gNS,
Ta0 crosses, musical notes,; psychedelic rainbows,
those open ended swirling doodles associated with
insanity before they became commerelal. Llso there
are two Polarord snaps of the ruin, Billy took

ithem Monday with a new camera his father had given

Hieso

(Updake. 1979  301)
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In thlé skiir the lone Ranser has a wife, She
stawups around a cabin saying how she hates housework,
hates ner lonely life, "You're never home,'" she
says, "You keep disappearing 1n acloudof dust with
a hearty "Heagh-ho, Silver," The unseer audience

lauvghs, Rabbit laughs,
(Updakes 1971 25)
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He chews ang stares at the unhabited agquarium of
the television scfeen. Qught to smash 1t, polson,
he read somewhere the reason kids today are so
crazy they were brought up on television, two

minutes of this, two minutes of that.

(Updike, 1971 130)
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"It hardly seems worth 1t," he says, enjoying now
the prolonged focus on him, tne conedy of delay.
Sunshine on the mountain. Tane second gin 1s
percolating through his systs.a and elevation has
spirits., e loves this crowd, his crowd, and the
crowds at the other tables too, that are free to
send delegates over and mingle with theirs,
evervbody knowing everybody else, and the kids
in the pool, that somebody would save even 1f that
caramel-colored lifeguard-girl popping bubble gux
weren't on duty...
(Updike. 1981 63)
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Harry 1s thinking of his own parents, They
should have belonged to a club., Living embattled,
Mom feuding with the neighbors, Pop and his union
hating the men who owned the printing plant where
he worked his 1ife away, both of them scorning the
few kin that tried to keep in touch, the four of
thew, Pop and Mom and Harry and Mim, against the
world anc a certain quilt attaching to any reaching

up and outsice for a friend. Don'ft trust anybody,

Andyv Mellon doesnft, and J don't, Dear Pop. He
never got out from under. Rabbit basks above that

0ld remembered world, rich, at recet,

(Updike., 1981 67)
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Papery = white feet that got motiled and marbled
with veins finally * 1f he'd ever have exercised
he might have lived longer.

(Updike, 1981 122"
1
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vhose i1t window had lulled hiwm toc sleep., He

reaches and pulls up the snade & few Teet, ...

The thousht of these pcople havang the bold ddea
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0of leaving their homes to come here and pray
pleases and reassures Rabbit,; and moves him to
close his own eyes and bow his head with a
movement so0 tiny Ruth won't notice, Help me,
Christ. Torgive me, Take me down the way.,.

Bless Ruth, Janice, Nelson, my mother and father,
Mr and Mrs Springer,and the unborn bab;. Forgive
Tothero and 211 the others., Awen.

(Updike, 1960  74)
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The nusic =tops, the news comes on. A young
female voice reads it,witha twang like she knows
one 1% wasting our time. Tuel struckers. Three-
Mile Islaad anvescigatiams coniinue, Date ior
Skylab fall has been revised. Somoza 1h trouble
too, Stay of execution of convicled Floride killer
denied,.,This andys Ratnhrt, buc bhis 2undagnalion

at this pompous pavsy's getting oif scot = irce
dissolves 1in haic curiosxty ¢bout the nextl criminal
case on the ncws, thais 1s the [altimore physician
who was chafged with muxdering ¢ Canada goose with
a golf c¢lud ,,,The voice concludes, "A mercy
killing or murder most foul.’

(Updike. 1981 36 = 37)
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«aeln his mencry of Lhese ouvings they alwavS.ee
Pop liked crabecakes and pbaked oveters bhut could
never eat them v inout trnrcwing upr. Vhen the
Model & was tuchkhned 1nto the wzrnec and 1rtlle
Mim tucked into bed ijlarry cculu hear bhis father
vomiting in a far correr of the vara, He never
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were just things you liave 1o do, one wore

regularly than Lhe other,

(Updike, 1981 128)



153

N TANYNE 2NATUT ZNBUB YW

O 3 v B v‘o
Famuuuy Tagllus Wl veusuna 19T AUy (lower middle class)
1 t v 1y [ |

%diﬂﬂﬁﬁjﬁuuéaﬁhiﬁﬁudhjﬁuuwumaqLﬂuﬂaqmutaq ABILFIWAY T9dUR N
ﬂhtﬁuﬁEQﬁﬂ uﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂﬂhL%@ﬁéﬁufaﬁgﬁuzﬁﬂﬁuﬁfﬂﬂﬂiiut:ﬁﬁ%éﬂﬂ%%dlﬂu
ﬂnuéuaﬁﬁaﬁ?anﬁfﬁﬁﬂ?qLea;ﬁa:ﬁnﬁiqﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ%yuéaunﬁsLﬁuua:nﬁrqﬁuﬁh
uruﬁmié%hﬂqsgﬂﬁhﬂé%QVﬁnﬂranﬁfﬁmﬂqns?U'wnaﬂLaaﬁvuﬁﬂwmaquaﬁa
Sounnsry tﬂﬂﬁﬂhié&ﬁﬂﬂ?é%?uiﬂﬂﬁﬁ?L%Hﬁﬁlﬁuﬁ?ﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬂfmﬂugumu

=

q ¥¥ =3 ' = vl
%%ﬂﬂﬂaﬂuiuﬁhﬂuunuﬁhquﬂuaglﬂﬂaﬂLEu uazhnasJu L uTasud
eu' = 5 s d' = 3 v =3 <
aflignanciin Lugnasemeuiuruduning sualavilwureauT ot enrnrzau
1 17 19 ] N ]
nrz2w 191N %ﬂqnLﬂuﬁqquﬁﬂﬂaquruﬁmgLﬁuq%ﬁqﬂssﬂﬁ%qnﬁﬁhwﬂauﬁ1ﬂ
v v 1 1% 1Y v
uﬁqnquﬁauaﬁinrﬁuﬂutﬂwumugnaﬁq uazinvsuntdnyns LaUAIBRATHDITEY
] ] 1 | S I |
‘3} s =3 &=
unre e siue i Swan 9 wasluBes uRyariuey e antywaBuiily

] § t 1. ..' 'Y «
Totmreasingniet3uves Ta tifaluiusulur T Wfa safaieer

b
o

wuwuauuﬁﬁ%mq@aqnﬂrﬂﬁq LA~YAT LIBRILAY TFIHT ALADY Aonrlannw
T suasued ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂLﬁﬂMUﬁ w0rAnLaA1 e Urns 707137t fupuieTugn gaan
AU EUESholl HNEUIquwﬂ uéauMﬁMﬂQUﬁqmwmuu:ﬂgﬁ?ﬂﬂqmﬁqomnuﬂu An
X TP 9 LﬁaﬂaﬁMmelﬂ@ﬁnaﬂQTﬂﬂluﬂunﬂqﬁﬁla %canﬁm:w@aqﬂan
189U 9T 9T WL ET %dﬂéﬁuqﬁ@ﬂﬁuuv%mﬁuu e Lo meanwfns
ﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬂQﬂmﬁﬁuﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬂdéﬂ@ﬁﬁéaﬂ %qié%aﬁuﬁtmﬂﬁua U5 znaufy
e v

A fiuantiiul et gumlyus

slan uaﬂdiﬁlﬁuuuQMﬁquﬁﬁmuﬁﬂaqmﬁqﬁhqﬁvuTﬂuﬂﬁluaétﬂu

daunu



134

"Wo, there are things to do. Perhaps you're
right about the police. The law provides protection
for wives, why not used 1t®

"Fredis agaiust 1t,"

"Mr.Springer has good reasons, I don't mean
merely business reasons. All the law can extract
from Harry 1s financial support; and I don't thinl,
in this case, that money 1s really the point,

In fact I'm not sure money 1s gver really the ...

(Updike. 1960  126)
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That was good. Rabbit tries a1t, pinching the
mouvth together and then the wink, gsttaing the
audience out front with you againct socue enemy
behind, Walt Disney or the MagiPeel Peeler
Company, admitting 1t's all pretending but, what
the hell, making 1t likeable., We're all 1in 1t
together. Pretending makes the world go round,
The base of our economy. Vitaconowy, the modern
house wife's password, the one - word expression
for economizing vitamins by the MagiPeel Method.

(Updike. 1960 10)
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Rabbit tries to Kelp him, "S50 no linoctypers,
huh? ,

Pajassk looks up staritled, his eyabrows arch
and dror and there 1s a monenl oI spherical
smoothness, with a long-cleaa highlignt from
the fluorescert tubes overhead. "I thought I
made thel pointv. That's part of the technical
plcture, thai's where the econcry comes. Offsct,
you operate 211 from [21lm, bypass hol actal
entirelv, o to a cathode ray tube, christ, 1t
delrvers two lthousand lines a winule, that's
the whole Vat 1n severn minutes. We can kKeep a
few rmen on, retrain them to tine computer tane,
we've worled the deal out #1in ine unaon, but
thig 18 1 gacxrlice, Harry, frowm vac rensgerient
point of viewe..'

(Updikee 1971 292 - 293)
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She's heard him <@y ihe word Tolv' = waxllicn

times 1t seems, he says 1t like no other wan, 1t's
dense and rich from his lips, s 1f a1l the world
15 concenlrated 1n 1t. ALl the good things of

ner growing-lp, her clothes, her toys, tne:c house,
came Trom Lhe "lot',

(Updike. 19060  209)
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The straipht path is made swoolh. Mr Springer
had been paying rent on ithe apertment all along,
1l turms out, he i1s a personal fiiend of the
land lord end hed arranged 2t without troubling
his cavsghter. Ee always had ¢ hunch Harry would
come back but dudn’t wanl to acvertisc il in case
he was wronge. !Harry and Nelson move 1in and slart
housekeenNinges .

(Updike, 1960  177)
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Good luck. Mar sales pesk in June for
a three=hundred-car-a-year dealer like Harry
this meens upwaras of itweaty-five uniis, with
iwenty-one accounted for alreacy and s1ix selling
days Lo g50. Averege 21ght huandred gross profit
times twenty-five equals twenty grand minus the
twenty-Tfive percent they cstimate for salesmen's

compensatiofi...

(Updike. 1981 50)
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When he was around iLhe 1ot it was like thev were
all trving to f11l sone big skin thal Springer
spent 2ll his vime and encrgy 1maglhing, the ideal
Springer Motors. When he died thal skin became
Harry's own, to stand around in loosely. Now that
he 13 king of the lot he likes 1t here, the acre
of asphalt, ihe rewcar smell present event in the
pamphlets and pep talks. Toyots mails Ifrom
California, the shampooed carpet walil to wall,

the yellowing basketball feats up on ithe walls
along with the plagques saying kiwanis and

Rotary and C of C and the trophies on a high

shelf won by vhe ILittle league teawms the company
SpONSOrs, seeand thelittle cards printed vwath
HARCLD C, ANGSTROM on ther and CHIEF SALES
REPRESENTATIVY, The men ur front. &L center of
sorts, where he had been a forwverd., There is an
airiness to 1t for Harry, standing there ain has
own skin, casting a shadow.

(Updike. 1981 9)
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The cars sell themselves, is his philosophy.
The “oyota commercials on televigion ¢re out
there 211 the time, preyin; on people's mindec.
He likes being part of all that, bhe likes the
nod he gets [ror the community, that had
overlooked him like dirt ever cince high school.
The other men in Potary and Chawmhér turr out to
be the guys he played ball with beck Lthen, or
their ugly younger brothers. He likes having
money to float in, a big bland good guy 1s how

he seez himself, ...

(Updike., 1981 9)
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Chariie handles the used cars, Though he has
been with Springer Molors twice as long as Larry,
hzs desk 1s in a corner of the showcoom, out 1in
the oven, and the taitle on his card 1s SIUALOR
SALES REPPESENTATIVE. Vet he bears no grudse.
(Upaixge. 1981 11)
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Buddy seesHarry as his straight men and calls,
'Hey Harry, did you sce 1n Time where people
ctuck wath their big old American cars are
giving'em to charity and taking a deduction or
leaving ‘em on the street to be stolen so ithey
can collect the insurarce? It said some dealer
somewhere 15 giving you a free Cheveite 1f you
buy a Cedillac Eldorado.”

(Updike. 1981 163)
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H
"I wasn't thinking so much of Jake and Rudy,

“Ma Springer says, with a frown resting one
ankle on top of the other. "How much does
Charlie make?"

(Updike. 1981 - 244)
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e85 they s1t bulky in their coats at the corner
0f her desk, that the price of gold per ounce had
nearly touched five hundred this morning but now
she can offer them no mwore than $ 488,75 per coin,
which with come to -~ her fingers dance unhamperced
by her nails, the gray display slot of the
computer staggers forth with 1ts bland mognetac
answer « $ 14,662.50, Hurry cflculates inwardly
th;t he has made a thousand a month on his goldesa

(Updike. 1981 337)
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In his memory of these outings they always

seem to be climbing toward the ocean as toward

2 huge blue mountain. Sometimes at night before-
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falling to sleep he hears his mother say with a
hiss, '"Hassy." He sees now that he 1s rich that
these were the outings ¢f the poor, ending in
sunburn and stomach upset., Pop liked crabcekes
and baked oysters but could never eat then
without throwing up. When the Mcdel A was tucked
into the garage and liitle Mim tucked into bed
Harry could hear his father vomrting in a tar
corner of the yard., He never complained about
vomiting or about wvork, they were Just things
you hac Lo do, one more pregular than Lhe other.
(Updike. 1981 128)
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The dead, Jesus, They were mulliplying, and

look up begging you to join cthem, promising 1t 1s
all right, 2t 18 very soft down hecre. Pop, Mom,
old man Springer, Jill, the baby called Becky for
her little time, Tothero. Even John Wayne, the
other day. The obituary page every day shows
another stalk of a harvest endlessly rich,the
faces of old teachers, customers, Jocal celebrities
like himself flashing for a moment and then going
down. For the first time since childhood Rabbit
18 happy, simply, to be alive., He tells Charlie.
"] figure the o1l's going to run out about the
same time I do, the yecar two thousand. Seems ifunny
to say 1t, but I'm glad I lived wher T dia. These

kids coming uvp, they will be living on table craps.

We had the weal.“
(Updike. 1981 13)
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In his inner life too Pabbii dodges amceng more
blanke than there ucaed to be, paches of burnt-
cut gray cells whers there used to be lust aud

keen dreaming and wide - 2y3d dread, ees

(Updike., 1981 16)
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Melanie calls toward the kitchen, "Janice, can
I be of any help?!

"No deer, thenks, 2t's 211 bul done. Is everybody
starving® Does anybody else want their drink
fresheneg?"

"Why not?" Harry asks, feeling reckless. This
bunch i1sn't going to be fun, he'll have to make
his fun i1nside. '"How about you Charlie~?n

"Forget 1t, Champ. One's my limit. The doctors
tel)l me even Lhat should be 2 no-no, in my condition,!
Cf Melenie he asks, 'How's your Kool-A1d holding
up?h

"Pon't call 1t Xool-Aid, that's rude," Harry
Says, pretending Lo joust. "I admire any body of
thais generation who isn't polluting taeir system
wilh pills sna booze. Ever since WNelson got back,
the saixpacks come and go 1in the fridge like, like
coal down a chute," He feels shc has said thas
be fore, recently.

I'11 get you some more," Melanie sings, and
takes Charlie's glass, and Harry's too. 8She has
no name for ham, he notices. Nelson's fatner.

Over the hill, Out of the world.
(Updike. 1981 94
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seobe doesn!'t blame peoples for many sins but he
does hate uncoordination, the root of all evil as
he feels 1t, for without coordination there can be
no order, no conneclion, In this state she bumps
against doorframes coming through and sets her
glass on the s50fa arm so a big translucent lip of
contents slops up and over into the fuzzy gray
fabric., Together...On the news, there 1s rioting

in levittowmover gasoline, people are throwing beer
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bottles full of gasoline, they explode, 1t looks
I1ke old Tilms of Vietnam or Budapest but 1t 1s
Levittown raght down the road, north of
Philadelphia, & striking trucker i1s shown
holding up a sign saying TO HEIL WITH SHELL.

And Three-Mile., Island lecaking radioactive
neutrons just down the road in the other
directaion,.

(Updike. 1981 48)
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The problem 1s, even 1f there 1s a Heaven

how can there be one we can stand forever?

On Barth, when you look up from being bored,

things nave changed, you're that much closer

to the grave, and that's ex1t1n£-(

oo from a certain sngle the most terrifying

thing 1n the world is your own life, the fact

that 1t's yours and nobody else's,
(Updike. 1981 169)



153

%mﬁaQﬁﬂqaLusnu%ﬂrﬂng TunllurugaRabin . und Snnnt v
L ¥
ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂuﬁﬂﬁﬂuﬂﬂlaﬂﬁ1h1ﬂ mautququq ua:umguuu%LEWWﬁﬂﬁQﬁu

L?Tgﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂdﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬁi uavtwﬁiuianlﬂuW?uaﬁﬂ Fuzulydemyluuvy

yunhy WATY AN L‘ﬁuﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ L?’%’ﬂﬁ' ‘1 H‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂLLﬂLLﬁ 1

e are 1n your dreams. We are tochnology's
nishtmare., We are all the good satisfied
nature you. put down in yoursclves when you
took that mucky greedy turn. We are what has
been left gQut of the indusirial revolution, sO
we are the next revolution, and don‘t you know 1t?

(Updike, 1971  203)
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"We'1ll all take you in, how can we help? But
you'd be worth a helluva lot more to the
company and what's more to yourgelf 1f you'd
finish up at college.

(Updarke. 1981 132)
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NIt'd be fum to have a daughter, wouldn't
iten
"Doubt 1t." Charlie 11fts his palms so the
legs of his chair slap to the floor. "What do

you hear from Nelson?
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Marry turns vehement, "Nothing much, thank
God," he says. "The kid never writes. Last we
heard he was spending the summer out i1n Colorado
with this girl he's picked up." Nelson attends
college at Went State, 1n Ohro, off and on, and
has a year's worth of credits staill to go before
he graduates, though the boy was twenty-two last
November.

"What kind of girl?

"Lordy knows, I can't keep track. Each one 1is
weilrder than the lzst., One had been & teen-age
alcoholic, Another told fortunes from playing
¢c2rds, I thaink that same one wés & vegetarian,
but 1t moy have been somebody else, I think he

prcks'em to frustrate me,™

(Upd@ike. 1984 + 29)
1 1 ] I

. A v - o
yanundumel S lans Luiuan wau@:gnﬁuﬁu:umnmﬂqﬂu waFiy
a Y g ! v ! &
He windtlunar famvauan mauuﬂuLWSﬁ:LﬂquLﬂvlﬂLaﬁt?ﬂuﬁemugo
1 2/ ! v 1 ] ]
ua:Lﬂﬂ%ﬁqqLmqﬁtﬂaﬁmﬁiuiﬁﬂﬂﬂaLmﬂaﬁnwﬂLﬁﬂﬂiauuqﬁiumaquﬁaﬂaq%ﬁw
v

] v v v v 1 | B 2 v
Lﬂatﬂqﬁgn$Qﬂaqnw51u§n1ﬂL?uuiuuﬁnﬁqﬂLMﬁﬁv:uﬂnlﬂ 12729077 Lign

H 1S ] []
Tﬂq%ﬂMEMﬁonﬁsﬁnBﬂ ﬁhtmuﬁtﬂﬁﬁunuLu@ﬁﬂ

<

"Melanie, what do you think? What's his

plan? Isn't he heading back to finish college®"
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Her smile remains fixed but scems flaky, painted
on, "Nelson may feel," she says carefully, 'that
he's spent enough time et college.'

"But where's his degree”" He hears his own
volice in his head as shrill, sounding trapped,

"Where's his degree?" Harry repeats, hearing

no answer.

(Updrke. 1981  96)
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"Well, Harry, He's still in college.'!
(Updike. 1981 96)
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College 1s a rip - off, the professors are
teacning you stuff because they're getting
paid to do 2t, not because 1t does you any
good. They don't give a fuck about geography
or whatever anymore than you do, It's all
vhony, they're there because pzrents don't
want thexir kids around the house past a certain
age and scnding them to collepe make§them look
good., 'My little Johnny's at Haavahd.,'
"My 1ittle Nellie's at Kent."
(Updake 1981 193)
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"He doesn't act 1t." He feels he has to shout.
"T wasn't so fucking fortunate as to get to
college and the guys that did dad't goof off in
1n Colorado hang gliding and God knows what
until their fother's money ran out,*

(Updike. 1981 68)
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"You're right{ ITet's forget about the car.
Tell me about the college.!

"It's yukky," 1s the prompt response. "It's
Dullsvilil. People think because of that
shooting ten years ago 1t's some great radical
place but the fact 1s most of the kids are Ohio
locals whose 1dea of a terrific time 1s drinking
beer till they throw up and havang shaving
cream fights i1n the dorms. Most of Yem are going
to go 1nto their father's business anyway, they
don't care."

(Updrke. 1981 112)
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Oatside of Churchtown he passes an fmish buggy
in the dark and catches a glimpse of a bearded
man and a woman in black in this horsedrawn shadow
glaring like devils, The beard irside the buggy
like hairs 1n a nostril, He trils to think of
the good life these people lead, of the way they
keep dear of all this phoney business, this twentieth
cantury vitamin racket, but 1n his head they stay
devils, risking getting killed trotting along wath
one dim pink reflector behind hating Rabbit and his
kind, with thear big furry tail lights. Who tLlhey
think they were”? He can't sonzke them, mentally.
They never appeared in his rear-~view mirror. He
passed them and there was nothing. It was just
that one sideways glance, the woman's face a hatchet
of smoke 1n the square shadow. Tall coffin lined

with hair clopwing along to the tune of a dying
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horse, Amish overworked their enimals, he knew
Fanatics. Hump their women standing up, out in the
fields, wearing clothes, just hoist black skirts

and there 1t was, nothing underneath, No underpants,
Fanatics., Worship manure,

(Updike. 1960 25 - 26)
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MTou
She makes up too much, at nineleen she would he
00d enough without green eyelids,
(Updike., 1960 19)
WINVTTUNDANLUEIBIT T

"Well you're & big bunny,' Ruth remar¥s., She
1s fat 2longside Margaret, but not that fat,
Chunky, more. But 1511, She has flat blue eyes
1n square~cut sockets, Her thighs fill the front
of her dress so that even standing up she has a
lap, Her hair, kind of a dirty girger colour, 1is
bundled in a r0ll at the bhack of her head.

(Updike. 1960  46)
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«ssHer vwolce 1s positive, her many coloured hair,
as she tilts back her head and squints at a ceiling
light, settles into one grave shade, The light

was more flattering to her hair than 1t 1s to her
face, on this side of her nose there are same

spots 1n her skin, blemishes that make bumps

through her powder.
(Updaike. 1960 58)
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The wailter comes back with their chopsticks
and two menus, Rabbit i1s disappointed an the

chopsticks. They feel lzke plastic iastead of
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wocod. The cigarette tastes rough , a noseful of
straw, He puts 1t out, Never again,
(Updike. 1960  50)
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"ot truet Why the first thing that girrl said
to me was Why don't I get a washing machine®
Comes 1nto my kitchen, takes one look 2round, and
starts tellang we how tou wranage my laife,'

"Sure you don't think she meant anything"

""No, she didn't nean anything. A1l she meant
was, what was T doing luiving in such a run-down
hal f=-house wnen she came from & great big barn

on Joseph Sireet wirth the kitchen full of gadgets,

X
«sg

(Updaike, 1960  129)
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The house 1s small enough so that the boy can
be heerd by his father in the kitchen, his voice
mixed with gleeful greedy spurts from the
television and the chunky suck of the refrigerztor
door opening and shutting.

(Updake. 1960  20)
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Contentment makes Harry moticnless, he watches

the dishes be skimmed from the table and resettles
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expansively in the living-rooms: When the dishwashing
machine 1s fed and chugging contentedly, J1ll
comes into the living-room, sits on the tacky
carpet, and plays the guitar.
(Updike., 1971 150)
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...5he went and redeemed her Porsche from police.
It's garage parking fees had quadrupled the
original fine, She gave her address as Vista
Crescent and said she was staying the summer
with her uncle. "It's a nuisance,' she told
Rabbit, '"but Nelson ought to have a car around,
at his age, 1t's too humiliating not to. Everybody
in America has a car except you."™ So the
Porsche came to live by their kerb. Its white
15 dusty and the passenger-side front fender 1s
scraped and one convertible top snap 1s broken.
Nelson loves 1t s0 much he nearly cries, finding

1t there each morning. He washes 1t...

(Updike, 1971 142)
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Nelson having stolen his Corona, Harry has
allocated to himself a grape-blue Celica Supra,
the "Ultimate Toyota," with padded dash, electric
tachometer, state-of-the-art fcur-speaker
solidstate AM/FM/MPX...
(Updake, 1981 4C0)
This reminder has the effect Rabbirt wants,
"Shit," the boy exclaims, defenseless, darting
looks at every corner of the ceiling looking for
the escape hatch, "I didn't wreck you damn precious

Corona, I just gave 1t a little dent,”

"Tt's st111 in the shop. Some dent.'
"I didn't do 1t on purpose. Christ, Dad, you

act 1like 1t was some dirvine chariot or scmething.

You've gotten so uptight 1n you old age,™
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"Have 12 He asks sincerely,thinking this might
be information,

"Yes, All you think about 1s money and
things,"

"That's not good, 1s 1t°H

"NO.”
(Updakes 1981 11 ) |
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Rabbit tries to help him., "So no linotypers,
huh?t,,,"T thought I made that point. That's
part of the technical picture, that's where the
economy comes. ...We can keep a few hen on,
retrain them to the computer tapey...

(Updaike. 1971 292)
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"Why keep me on, I have less than a year becfore
retirement?" and he says, "That's the reason' I
sa1d to him, '"Why not let me go and give my place

to Harry®" and he says, "Same reason.'

(Updike. 1971 294)
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Read Consumer Reports, April issue, Much
better than average on maintenant and repairs

through the firsi four years.

(Updike. 1981 18)
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"Fred always wanted Janice to have this house,’
Ma Springer states, staring with eyes narrowed
again at a place just between Harry's and Janice's
heads. '"For her security.”

Janice laughs now. '"Mother, T nave plenty of
security. We told you about the gold and silver,™

HPlaying with money like that i1s a good way to
lose 1t," Ma says., "I dor't want to lcave thas
house to be auctioned off to scme Brewer Jew.
They're heading out this way, you kncw, now that
the blacks and Puerto Ricans have come into the
north sade of town,"

(Updike, 1981 355)
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When she walks down the upstairs hall from
the bathroom she blocks out all the light, ang
when she tries to help the kitchen she drops a
dish. Because there are five cof them ncw they
have had to dip into the good china Mom-mom keeps
in the breakfroat and the dish Pru dropped was a
good one, Though Mom-mom doesn't say much you
can see by the way her throat gets motliled at's
a deal for her, the kind of thing that 1s a big
deal for old ladies, going on about those dishes
that she and Fred bought fifty years ago together
at Kroll's when,..

(Updike. 1981 289)
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