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Abstract

The Faculty of Humanities' Undertaking of Research and Academic Works: A Study of

Supporting Factors, Obstacles and Suggestions for Development

The objective of the research was to study conditions of the faculty in the undertaking of
research and academic works at the Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University. The
conditions studied included supporting factors, obstacles and suggestions for further
developmént. The participants were 89 faculty members who worked in the academic year
2003. This number accounted for 82 percent of the overall registered faculty members. The
research tool was a questionnaire. The statistical analysis employed was percentages,

mean and standard ceviation.

The results concerning research revealed that 49.3% of the faculty members conducted
research. Regarding research supporting factors, most of the respondents rated moderate
the following facilities: basic support from the departments and the faculty, cooperation from
other offices, regulations and knowledge about research methods. The main motivation for
conducting research amongst the faculty members was to improve their teaching capacity.

The main obstacle was the time constraint.

Regarding academic works, the results revealed that 64.4% of the faculty members had
begun writing academic works. Most respondents réted moderate the following supporting
factors : cognitive skills, facilities and support from the administrators. The principal reason
for undertaking academic works was to develop their teaching. As with the main obstacle in
doing research, the time constraint was found to be the major factor to impede the faculty

members while undertaking academic works.
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