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The purpose of this study was to investigate the opinions of group meeting teachers
and distance learning students in Changwat Ratchaburi about the Mathematic textbooks
(compulsory subject) for the lower secondary nonformal education curriculum of the year 1987
with regards to contents, exercises, format of the textbooks and the distribution of the
textbooks. The opinions of the teachers were classified according to sex, education, number of
years as a group meeting teacher and mathematics teaching experience while the students
opinions were classified according to sex, age and occupation. Suggestions for improvement of
the textbooks from both sample groups were also gathered.

Subjects of the study included 156 group meeting distance education teachers at the
lower secondary school in the year 1997 and 353 distance education students at the lower
secondary school level who enrolled in the year 1997. Research tools used to collect data were
5 rating-scale questionaires covering the contents and the exercises of the textbooks. The
reliability of the questionaires in this part was 0.94. Another part of questionaires was used to
ask whether they agree or disagree on the format and the distribution of the textbooks. The
reliability of the questionaires in this part was 0.65. Statistics used were frequency, percent,
mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

Results of the study :

1. The majority of the teachers rated the contents and exercises at a high level.
They also agreed with the format and distribution of the textbooks.

2. The majority of students rated the contents and exercises at a high level. They
also agreed with the format and distribution of the textbooks.

3. The opinions on the exercises of the male and female teachers were significantly
different. (p<.05). However their views towards the contents of the textbooks were not
significantly different.

4. No significant difference on the opinions of the teachers with different education
background was found on the contents and the exercises.

5. No significant difference on the opinions of the teachers with different number
of years as group meeting teachers was found on the contents and the exercises.

6. No significant difference on the opinions of the teachers with different

mathematics teaching experience was found on the contents and the exercises of the textbooks.



7. The opinions of the distance education students with different sex on the
contents of the textbooks were significantly different. (p<.05). No significant difference on the
exercises was found.

8. The opinions of the distance education students with different ages on the
contents of the textbooks and the exercises were significantly different. (p<.05).

9. No significant difference on the opinions of the distance education students with

different occupations on the contents and the exercises was found.
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