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Klaewthanong Sornsung. (2016). Key Success in Chair Design of Contemporary Thai
Designers. Dissertation, DA.(Art and Culture Research). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof.Prit Supasetsiri,

Prof. Dr.Wiroon Tungcharoen, Assist. Prof.Noppadolinchan.

The objectives of this qualitative research were: 1) to study the concepts and forms
in chair design of contemporary Thai designers. The sample group included 10 chair
designers selected by purposive sampling. Data were collected by interview forms in order
to analyze design issues from concepts and products and were analyzed by descriptive
analysis and 2) to study the opinions in the context of art and culture affecting the designs of
Thai designers of the designers and the academicians which represented by two qualified
experts in design. The research results were as follows.

The concepts of the designers were simultaneously emphasized on the artistic
beauty and utility, including the beauty of shapes, proportions, lines, colors, and textures
with regard to the stability associated with proportion of human use, which were unique and
individual. The designers tended to design modern, simple, and contemporary chairs with a
backrest, chairs without backrest, chairs with a backrest and armrests, and relaxing chairs,
except for office chairs. In addition, the chair designs could be divided into 4 groups based
on material use: 1) chairs made of a natural material; wood was used as the only material, 2)
chairs made of a combination between a natural material and another natural material taken
from woven handicrafts, 3) chairs made of a synthetic material, and 4) chairs made of a
combination between a natural material and a synthetic material.

The opinions in the context of art and culture of the designers and the academicians
reflected the importance of the natural material use of wood which has been used in building
household furniture for Thai society from past to present, the wisdom of Thai woven handicrafts
which represents the way of life, and the creation of products for everyday life in the past. Those
opinions were a factor affecting the concepts and uniqueness in the designs; traces of the past
were represented and coexisted with the beauty and utility in the present through a combination
between techniques and materials, which causes the contemporary beauty and features many

Thai designers who are trying to present a cultural story in chair design.
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