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Sirikan Poopong. (2006). A Study of the Elements of Applied Thai Traditional
Medicine Curriculum at Higher Education Level. Master Thesis, M.Ed.
(Educational Administration). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Asst.Prof. Dr.Thasana Swaengsakdi,
Assoc.Prof. Nipa Sripairot.

The purpose of this study was to identify the elements of applied Thai
traditional medicine curriculum at higher education level in terms of objective, content,
instructional activity, structure, and learning and teaching management. Stages of the
study comprised the study of related literature and research and elements of applied
Thai traditional medicine curriculum. Interviews were conducted with a purposive sample
of 5 experts to enhance the depth of the study. Data derived from the aforementioned
sources were analyzed in order to build a 5-point rating scale Delphi questionnaire. An
expert panel of 20 members involved in the Delphi process for two rounds in order to
achieve consensus or stability. Statistical feedback, including median and interquartile
range was provided in the second round.

The results of the study revealed the experts’ identification of the elements of
applied Thai traditional medicine curriculum at higher education level as follows.

1. Objective. The objectives of the curriculum emphasize the promotion of
learners’ morality, ethics and responsibilities to themselves and to society; being quality
practitioners in Thai traditional medicine profession.

2. Content. The contents of the curriculum emphasize subject matters which
learners will be able to properly solve problems in professional practices; emphasize the
study of basic medical science in order to diagnose and prescribe treatment properly
with the application of Thai traditional medicine wisdom.

3. Instructional Activity. The management of instructional activities must be in
accordance with the curriculum objectives; have learners’ participation; arrange learning
and teaching steps to enable learners to continually acquire understandings and
knowledge and be able to apply in practices.

4. Structure. Number of credits required for the fulfillment of the program must
be identified. The curriculum structure consists of following subject areas: general study,
specific, basic medical science, Thai traditional medicine, and free elective; lecturers
must have a degree in the field or have experiences in Thai traditional medicine which
can be properly integrated in teaching.

5. Learning and Teaching Management. Learning and teaching management
emphasizes the followings: affective domain development; integration of ethics in
teaching; experience based learning; sufficient and proper training resources for Thai
traditional medicine; and integration of traditional body of knowledge and newer
knowledge.
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