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A STUDY ON RESEARCH WORK IN ADULT AND NONFORMAL

EDUCATION IN ThAI UNIVERSITIES DURING B.E. 2518 - 2529

AN ABSTRACT
BY

SOMKIAT PUTTASUVAR

Presented in partial fulfillment ef the roquireﬁents
fer the Master of Educatien degree
at Srinakharinwiret University

February 1989



The research was aimed te synthesize the graduate theses en
Adult and Nonformal Education from feur major universities whare
griduate pregrams in Adult and Nenfermual Education were offered ;
Chulalongkern, Kasetsart, Silpakern and Srinakharinwiret Universities,

The data collection dated back te 1975 when the first graduate
program on Adult Educatien was launched, up te the end ef scademic
year 1986, The data were analysed by academic year, educatienal
institgtion, category of research design, area under investigatioen,
the target groups and centent of tho.findings. |

The analysis yielded the follewing results:

.1. As far 3s quantity w.s cencerned , it was feund that the
total number of graduate theses conducted in such peried was 245.
Among these 56 studies were conducted, the average of 8 studles per
year, during the years 1975 and 1981, the peried in which enly one
graduate pregram was available,. at Silpakorn University. In the
second period, froem 1982 to 1986, the time in which three mers
graduate programs were effered, the additienal 189 studies were
conducted, the average of 38 studies per year,

4 far as research category was concerned, it was found that the
majority of the graduate theses was descriptive ; 197 studies or 80.41
per cont. Runked second was the experimentul studies, 31 experiments
or 12,65 per cent. The rest uas the mixture ef 3 types ef researca ;
6 historical studies, 6 qualitative research and 5 case studies. As

far as geographical area was concerned, it indicated that 124 studies,



or 50,61 per cent, each covered the area within one province ; 60 studies
took samples from ene geographical/educational reglon ; 20 studies took
samples from the whole country; 10 studies took saggles frem Amphoe
(district) and villages; the remaining 31 studies took samples from
each single educational institution or government agency.

As far as targert populstion was concerned, it was found that
115 research or 46.96 per cout targeted the students s ranked second
wis the group of govermment officials working in nonformal educafign
Center;/brograms,-amounting to 71 studies; 62 theses targeted the
school teachers; 30 theses the general office persennel while the
remaining 78 studies eoncerned other groups of population, e.g., the
general public, the minority group, the nonformal education trainees,
the libary attendants, the youth in nonformal education programs,
women in welfare institutions, workers in industrial factories, senior
citizens, and interested groups. Some of the studies were decumentary
research,

2. As fgr as the research content was concerned, it was
found that the majority of them, 58 titles amounting to 23.67 per cent,
concerned general education program : 20 titles each concerned
psychology, rural development, vocztlional education, and education
Opportuﬁities; 10 te 19 titles each concerned the following discliplinss;
Tadio correspondencé programs, administation and leadership, education
for the minority groups. Other titles, less than 10 of esach, covered the

following disciplines; specific training, community school, education



provision for youth, literacy campaign, adult education in higher
education, educational media, public library, poles ef schooels in
nenformal educatioen, histerical aspects of nonfermal education,
educational supervision and follow-up and philosophy of adult/

nonformal education,
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