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THE USE OF THAI LANGUAGE CLASSIFIERS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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at Srinakharinwirot University

April 2014



Nampeung Escobar. (2014). The use of Thai Language Classifiers. Masters’s Project. M.A.
(Teaching Thai as a Foreign Language). Bangkok: Graduate School. Srinakharot

University. Advisor: Dr. Witchukorn Tonglo.

The purposes of this research were to construct a textbook on the use of Thai
language classifiers, to find the efficiency of the textbook according to the efficiency criteria
of E1/E2 = 80/80, and to guide the foreign learners to use correct Classifiers in Thai. The
population and the sample group used in this research consisted of foreign learners in an
intermediate level at the Mandarin Education School. The research instrument as the
textbook on The use of Thai Language Classifiers. The text book presented 5 lessons as
follows, Lesson 1 Food Beverages and Desserts; Lesson 2 Plants, Animals and Nature;
Lesson 3 Places and Transportation; Lesson 4 Household Item and Clothing and Lesson 5
Weight and Measurement. The data are analyzed by finding the efficiency of each lesson
and a Classifiers achievement test.

The result of this research revealed that the use of Thai Language Classifiers was
efficient at about E1= 94.6/E2 = 92, which is higher than the standard and prove to be

useful as a textbook for students learning Thai as a foreign language.
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1AN3aNTIaLagagu Getting to know Tim and A-ngun
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A =l $% o A @ al
Wedlnean o Yuda nudnidleslnauazanfzaunisinayn

Jupiu Hello. My name is Tim. I am an American. I

have been living and working in Thailand for one
N year. I love Thailand and I study Thai every day.

1
o A

AsuTaadu HluaulneuazifluiNausimavaasiney Audnazuiae

)

o a dl ¥ o o a o 1 E)
AaBLNeFaansldAanEasununE e nAduAs My name’s

A-ngun. I am Tim’s co-worker. Tim often asks me
how to use Thai classifiers correctly.
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undununmudingy = Conversation in English
CONVERSATION LESSON 1

Page 6 Tim and A-ngun work together. Whenever Tim needs help with
Thai. A-ngun is always happy to help. Today Tim needs help with Thai
Classifiers.

A-ngun, how do Thais order hot

coffee?
\ /

You must say aanunaunilation =

/‘k._

AL may I have a cup of coffee?
,‘,".«‘ \
L ‘\‘

Why do I have to say the word &aa?

In Thai, the word fiael is very important

because it helps you understand the
container that is being used to hold a )

\contain liquid. In case it’s a cup.
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CONVERSATION LESSON 2

Pagel3 Tim just got back from his vacation at Khao Yai. He wants to
share the fun he had.

Hi, A-ngun. I just got back from Khao Yai. It’s
beautiful and we saw three elephants. What is the

correct classifier for elephant?
‘\\

An elephants 1n the jungle is called ¢, but a

domestic elephant or an elephant in a zoo is

called dan. /

Really? I didn’t know there are two ways to
name an elephant.

We call domestic or zoo elephants den

because d@sn mean rope. We use ropes to

catch elephants. As for forest elephants
,we call them the same as other animals,

A,
S
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CONVERSATION LESSON 3

Page 20 Tim would like a recommendation for a good Thai restaurant in
Bangkok.

A-ngun, can you recommend a good Thai
restaurant in Bangkok?

Will you be going with your family or will

you be having a party? J
N, My family is coming to Bangkok and I want to
¢y show them what Thai food tastes like.

I recommended Rot-det. 1 like it because there’s a

lot of parking space, the location is convenient and
U they have big tables that seat 20 people.
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CONVERSATION LESSON 4

Page 27 Tim talks to A-ngun about buying things for his new apartment.

A-nun, I am moving to a new apartment. I have
to buy many new things, for example closet,
\ table and bed. What classification do you apply
\\ for all these things?

If some things are kept in a container you

can use the name of the container as for

tables, chairs, an electric fans and clothes

you must say s but there are some more /

which you need to repeat often in order to
remember them

Yes, Mam. For example the classifier
— for television, closet and refrigerator is
N was. Is that right? /

3 =

Very good. Do you see? It’s not difficult at
all. You only need to practice until you get
familiar with the words.
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CONVERSATION LESSON 5

Page 34 Tim would like to know how Thai people use units of
measurement.

Which units do Thai people use for weight,
length and width?

> 7

M

For weight, we use kilogram, for length we
use both western units and Thai units.

Which unit of measurement is used for
rice fields?

For rice fields Thais have their own
system called 4114 and 3.

\
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Uszlgnmdagumuaingy =  Example sentences in

Page 9

N s Db

10.

English

LESSON 1 SAMPLE SENTENCES

. May I have one cup of clear soup?

May I have one more pot of Tom Yum Kung?
May I have two more cans of soda?

May I have one dish of fried fish?

Who asked for two pieces of roasted chicken?
May I have a glass of ice tea?

We are a large group. We should order six more bottles of
beer.

. Yesterday it was very hot. I had three cups of shaved ice

with syrup.

. He won an ice cream eating competition. He ate forty

cups of ice cream.

On Children’s Day, our school gave two free popsicles to
every student.
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LESSON 2 SAMMPLE SENTENCES

Page 16
1. There are ten to fifteen students in our class.
. How many foreigners are there in your office?
. I saw three elephants, yesterday.
. We grew two trees outside our house.

. My father allows me to have only one dog.

2
3
4
5
6. We will see a colony of birds in the evening.
7. There are many tigers in the zoo.

8. The Jao Prayaa river is the main river of Thailand.
9. We have many famous beaches in Thailand.

10. Many people wonder how many rocks there are in Hua Hin.



LESSON 3 SAMPLE SENTENCES

Page 23

1.

10.

We have only one car.

2. There are only three restaurants in this Soi.

3. There 1s no public cinema near my home.

4. There are many hospitals on Sukhumvit Road.

5. Many people like to come to this temple.

6. There 1s only one train going to Chiangmai today.
7. My friend owns many boats.

8
9

. Which bus is going to leave first?

. Which house is yours?

How many airports are there in this city?

126
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LESSON 4 SAMPLE SENTENCES

Page 30
1. I have to iron many shirts today.
2. This toothpaste 1s really good.
3. I have have only one bar of soap left in my house.

. My old pair of shoes is getting wet.

. Who’s hat is that?

4
5
6. The carpenter came to fix the broken door.
7. Our big table 1s broken.

8. Which light is broken?

9. What brand is that washing machine?

10. How big is this Television ?
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LESSON 5 SAMPLE SENTENCES

Page 37
1. Sukhunvit Road is 490 kilometers long.
2. That television screen is 50 inches wide.
. He bought five Baht of gold.
. This child weighs 45 kilograms.

. The government only paid 90 Baht per 15 kilograms of corn.

3

4

5

6. The door is 200 centimeters high.

7. The gas tank in my car can hold about 75 liters.
8

. People from Bangkok use meters to measure the size of a
room, However, in the countryside people use a
measurement unit called ron.

9. The advertisement says, “ 25 s of land for sale”.

10. How much is a 3.5 ounce bottle of perfume.
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aASUANN = Vocabulary

tissue paper

N3¢6U sticky rice container

nsziloy
nszih
n5u
AAUNIAN
feLien

AN

LN
muniau
ASUNTY
MU
M3
MINN
MINNNDU
M0
Alansu
AlaLuns

v

tNM

®Dle

LR
WNADU
tib)

Tagg

can
bag

gram

back from
noodle
wide

rock, stone
karat
trousers

hot coffee
competition
catching
weighing
measure
resting
measurement
kilogram
kilometer
chair

clear soup
gallon
glass

roasted chicken

category

U

YUNLAD
AT
210
210

28
YDIWIIU
DIV
Ml
mMldan

4 o
NLKUEN

A

AU
AN
ASBUAT
GRN

v
ANNAIN
ANNE
Vv
ANAN
AUIN

AUz

o))y

U

[

U

edD.

(3k]

<
LAIBN

cake

Thai layer cakes
size

bottle

May I have...
dessert

liquid

sell

paddy

sticky rice

people
mortar
family
fluent
width
length

bat

noun
advice
palm span
associated
ever

machine
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ANTENU
ANTENUG
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AU
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AU
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219
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2189
<

2AIEU

2NANEIG

washing machine
drinks

airplane

only

cone

100 square wah

party

snake

park a car
T.V monitor
bicycle
motorcycle
province
arrange
dish, plate
SO

distribute

win
help
class
shelf
elephant
bowl
beach
iced tea

foreigner

R
Ao
R

HURNNT

aNUsEINe
A2
M

MIN
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a piece of

set

same as before
rope

use

repair
soi
buy

centimeter

relative

as well
flower

only

tree

Tom Yum Kung
evening

ton

body

foreign country
scale

according
square

square wah

refrigerator
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U

Un
U

wudiale

v
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UINN

an

closet
iron
bed

table

cup
barrel, gallon
tray

ask

to

in the area of

know
sand

gold

all

in general
cleaning
make

television

nature

bird

rice field
shaved ice
waterfall

water

U399
UM

v

T

= o
a3
wuulne

Tulsd
il

U5z
Uszne
U3
Uaman
Upugd
Ty
ih
Wean

i

WagnNan

oil, gas
cooking oil
chemical
weight
perfume
soft drink

inch

fill, put
Baht
house
beer

Thai style

leaf

door
country
quantity
fried fish
pound
problem
forest

get wet

cleaning powder

bee

practice
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k4 k4
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pack, colony

ruin
electric fan
pizza
space
diamond
because
just

more

for

co-worker

feet

container

mountain

often
section
milliliter
famous
have both
river

ruler

transport

move in

&
SOUNNY
FOUIINN
spUsEINN
salwih
s8N

'
SOEUG
SoEINFD
TN
AU

v
BN
Sau
SEUU

UM

Tsawenina

Tsamwerue

13
3

aLLRen
ANHUUIN
803

(a0

X
LaEN

tooth paste

brand

taxi

truck
public bus
sky train
chaise

car

Three wheeler

umbrella
flavor
shoes
hot
system
restaurant
iron

feel

call

boat
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