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at Srinakharinwirot University

June 1989



The aim of this research was to determine the interesat levels
in reading subject materials in the various units of the Life
Experiences and the Work-Oriented Experiences at Prathom S5 - 6 level .
among Thai school children of Prathom 6 level in Yala province, and to
compare the interest levels shown by pupils of different sex and religion.

The population studied was pupils of Prathém 6 level in schools
under the jurisdiction of the Yala Provincial Educational Committee, in
the academic year 1988. The sample group comprised a total of 393 pupils,
195 boys, of which 97 were Buddhists and 98 Muslims, and 198 girls, of
which 99 were Buddhiste and 99 Muslims, from 20 schools, selected at random
from each district of Yala provinmce.

A questionnaire comprising 80 questions was used as the tool for
collection of data concerning the intereast levels of the sample in the
two subject areas. Means and variances of the interest scores to each
question and to each subject unit were determined and the independent
t-test was umed for asaessment of the statistical significance of any
differences.

Both the samvle group as a whole, and Buddhist pupils showed high
intereat levels in Thai History, with mean interest scores of 3.86 and
3.9%, reapectively. Buddhist pupils and male pupils had high interest
levels in The Universe and Space, with mean intereast scores of 3.97 and
3,88, respectively.. This indicates that Th;i Buddhist pupils are almost
equally interested in these two subject units, Female pupils and Mualim
pupils had high interest levals in Domestic Studies, with mean interest

scores of 4,07 and 3.96, respectively.



Comparisons of interest levels of the sample classified by sex
and religion gave the following results. Female pupils were gignificantly
more interested in Personal Life, Plants Animals and Microorganism, Home
Life, Occupation Resources and National Irrigatiom, Thai Hiétory.
Neighbouring Countries, Population, Domestic Work, and Occupations than
were male pupils.(P < 0.05). Approximately equal interest was shown by
male and female pupils in other subject units. Interest levels for all
units combined was significantly higher in females than in males
(p < 0.05).

Interest levels. of the Muslim pupils in Personal Life, Home Life,
Social Life, Law and Public Duty, Population, Politics and Administration,
Domestic Work, Agriculture, and Occupations were significantly higher
than those of Buddhist pupils (P < 0.05). Buddhist pupils had
significantly higher interest levels in Thai History and The Universe
. and Space than did Muslim pupils (P < 0.05). Buddhist and Muslim pupils
showed similar interest levels in other subject units. Interest levels

for all units combined were similar in Buddhist and Muslim pupils.
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