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Research Summary
A Study and Development of Moral and Ethics of Thai Children and Youth
(Elementary Level Children)
By
Associate Professor Dr.Khompet Chatsupakul
June 2004

At present, Thailand is undergoing developmental changes in many areas. The most
important area is the area of human development-- with the content of moral and ethical elements.
Most people also find moral and ethical questions fascinating. Besides, “the moral and ethical
questions in the classroom: how to get children and youth to think deeply about real life and their
school work™ are at the core of the discipline. Many teachers, educators , and parents hesitate to
speak with children and youth about moral and ethical elements and behaviors, leaving children
and youth to figure them out on their own. However, moral and ethical elements are already in
most classrooms, families, and societies and include but are not limited only to responsibility,
courage, hope, dependability, honesty, friendship, loyalty, faimess, integrity, empathy,
generosity, and compassion.

Moral and ethics in the public affairs are surely a timely subject -- though perhaps they
are too often merely the object of denunciation. In addition, no one offers any model or practical
strategies for developing or teaching about morality and ethics in school or in public
management. Thus, this research project was planned to examine the moral and ethics of Thai
children, explore the content and consider strategies for developing moral and ethical model , and

deliver this moral and ethical training to the school teacher itself.

The Research Objectives :

This research objectives were as follows:

1. To examine the moral and ethics of the elementary children.

2. To investigate the opinion of the parents, teachers, and mass mediators on the
problems and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the elementary children.

3. To provide moral and ethical development model for elementary children.

4. To provide the training to the school teachers for delivering moral and ethical model

to the elementary children.
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Limitation of the Research Study :

The subjects of the study were divided into 3 groups :

1. To examine the moral and ethics of the elementary children, the research subjects
were 2,337 elementary children comprised 1,181 boys and 1,156 girls. Ages ranged from 9 years
to 12 years. The respondents were in grade 4 to 6 . Furthermore, 300 children were enrolled in
schools in the northern settlement areas, 779 children were enrolled in schools in the southern
settlement areas, 762 children were enrolled in schools in the central settlement areas, and 478
children were enrolled in schools in the north-eastern settlement areas, |

2. To investigate the opinion of the parents, teachers, and mass mediators on the
problems and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the elementary children, the
research subjects were 90 parents, 100 teachers, and 80 mass mediators.

3. To provide the training to school_teachers for delivering moral and ethical
development model to the elementary children, the research subjects were 150 elementary school

teachers who volunteered for attending the moral and ethical training program.

Research Instruments :

Five research instruments were developed for this research project.

The first instrument was a five point scale moral and ethical questionnaire which
consisted of items categorized into 9 different aspects : (1) honesty, (2) self — sacrifice, (3)
disciplinary behaviors or discipline, (4) responsibility, (5) diligence, (6) industry, (7) kindness or
nurturance, (8) unity, and (9) gratefulness.

The second instrument was an open-ended questionnaire measuring the opinion of the
parents, teachers, and mass mediators on the problems and obstacles in developing morality and
ethics for the elementary children.

The third instrument was a moral and ethical development model for elementary
children.

The fourth instrument was a training program for delivering moral and ethical model to
the elementary children.

The fifth instrument was a five point scale questionnaire measuring teacher’s knowledge
and understanding in relation with moral and ethical content and abilities to delivery moral and

ethical model to the elementary children.
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Collection of the Data :

1. The moral and ethical questionnaire measuring the elementary children’s moral and
ethical level was given in groups.

2. An open-ended questionnaire measuring the opinion of the parents, teachers, and mass
mediators on the problem and obstacles in developing morality and ethics for the elementary
children was given individually.

3. A five point scale questionnaire measuring the teachers, knowledge and understanding
in relation with moral and ethical content and abilities to delivery moral and ethical model to the

elementary children was given in groups.

The Conclusions of Research Study :

The following conclusions were drawn from this study :

1. The total moral and ethical mean scores of 2,337 elementary children revealed
average. The mean scores of the children on the scales measuring “honesty” , “responsibility” ,
“diligence”, and “gratefulness” were high, while their mean scores in the remaining scales : self-
sacrifice, disciplinary behaviors or discipline , industry, kindness or nurturance , and unity were
average.

2. There were statistically significant differences in moral and ethical mean scores (total
and 9 scales) between male and female elementary children at .01 level.

3. Statistically significant differences between the elementary children living in the
northern, the southern, the central, and the north — eastern settlement areas were obtained in
regard to :

3.1 the total scores of moral and ethics comparisons at .05 level,

3.2 each dimension scores of moral and ethics comparison at .01 level : honesty,
self — sacrifice and kindness or nurturance ; and at .05 level : discipline, responsibility and
industry. No significant differences were obtained in the remaining areas : diligences, unity and
gratefulness.

4. The parents, the teachers and the mass mediators indicated that the problems and
obstacles in developing morality for the elementary children were related to “ the elementary
children ”, * the parents” , “the mass media”. (The research findings wefe presented in this

research report.)
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5. The moral and ethical development model for the elementary children was designed
in three parts :
Part One : An organization and administration in developing the moral and
ethics for the elementary children ;
Part Two : Techniques in moral and ethical development ;
Pa.ft Three : Stages in developing children’s moral and ethics.
6. “The knowledge and understanding in relation with moral and ethical content and
abilities to delivery moral and ethical model to the elementary children” of the teachers

participated in the moral and ethical training program significantly increased at .05 level

Recommendations:

Based on the finding of this presenf study, the following recommendations are made :
(1) a follow — up study, particularly with Thai elementary children, to determine whether the
moral and ethics are essentially stable over a period of time, such as from elementary educational
level to secondary educational level, should be undertaken ; and (2) replication of this study with

other groups, such as elementary children in different social context.
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' nan mile -.0043 03829  1.000
ANNYeFAd nan 0829 02846 037
azTusenfisaniio 1331* 03277 001

aziussninoamiie wile -.1375* 04137 012

1% ~ -.0503 03250 495

naw -1331* 03277 .001

wmile L] .1805* 04549 001

nan .1510* 04577 012

ﬂz’l’uaamﬁmmﬁa .1828* .04947 .003

1% mile -.1805* 04549 001

naw -.0295 03403 861

3 azTusendivaniio 0023 03885  1.000
nlintEaz nan mile -.1510% 04577 012
nawN 0295 03403 861

azTusenifouviie 0318 03918 .883

aziusonifisuniie mile -.1828* .04947 .003
18 -.0023 03885  1.000

nan -.0318 .03918 .883




A1514 10 (D)
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qtuss‘smmz 1A (Region) N (Region) Mean Difference Std. Sig.
3U5ITU ® W = Error

mile " .0832 04284 287

nan -0187 04311 980

azusenifisanile 0467 04659 .800

1" milo -.0832 04284 287

naw -.1019* 03204 018

aziusenifoaniie -.0365 .03659 .802

nan mile 0187 04311 980

A nan .1019* 03204 018
aziuveninoaviie 0654 .03690 371

aziuseniRouniie wile -.0467 04659 .800

1% 0365 036659 802

nan -.0654 .03690 371

wmiie 13 1153 04304 067

nan .0859 04331 269

aziuseniivamiie 1137 .04681 117

% wmilo -.1153 04304 067

nawN -.0294 03220 841
oA aviusenifivamiio -0016 03676 1.000
anLRATOY nawn miie -.0859 .04331 269
nan 0294 03220 841

aziuvenifivamile 0278 03708 905

azTusonifisaniio wile -1137 04681 117
10 0016 03676 1.000

naw -.0278 03708 905




A135714 10 (D)

AUBITNIAL A (Region) A (Region)  Mean Difference  Std. Sig.
23UFIIN @ ¢ ¢-3 forror

mile L] 0312 04897 939

naw 0464 04927 829

nz‘?uaamﬁmmﬁa 1057 .05325 268

1% mile -.0312 .04897 939

naw 0151 03663 982

' aziuveniRBuNile 0745 04182 366

anuviunuiies nan mile -.0464 04927 829

paN -.0151 03663 928

aziuseniiguviio 0594 04218 .576

arfusenifisuviie wile -.1057 05325 268

i -.0745 04182 .366

naw -.0594 04218 576

wmile 13 -.0580 04319 615

nan -.0441 04346 794

azusenifsuniie -.1320* 04697 048

17 mile 0580 04319 615

naw 0139 03231 980

aziusaninouniie -.0704 03689 259

AInRATIHE nan miie .0441 .04346 .794

naNn -.0139 .03231 .980

axiuseniisamiio -.0879 03721 134

aziussninounile mite 1320* 04697 .048

14 .0740 .03689 259

naw .0879 03721 134




13519 10 (AD)
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AUSITNNAL N1 (Region) A (Region)  Mean Difference Std. Sig.
o3us33 . o a9 e

mile W .1641% 04122 .001

naN .0681 .04148 441

azJuesnifisaiie 0391 04483 .859

1 ile -.1641* 04122 .001

naw -.0960* .03084 022

L azfusenifivamiie -.1250* 03521 .006
auiiinle AN wiie -.0681 .04148 441
nan .0960* .03084 022

aziusenifisamiio -.0290 03551 881

aziuseniiouniio miie -.0391 04483 859

14 .1250* 03084 .006

nan .0290 03551 881

wmile 14 0660 03675 358
nan .0020 03698 1.000

azTuvenifioaniie 0580 03997 551

@ miip -.0660 03675 358

nan -.0640 02749 144

o A aziusaniRoavile -.0081 03139 996
AnHEIAN naN milo -.0020 03698 1.00
nan .0640 .02749 144

aziuvenidivumilo 0559 03166 373

aziussnifouniie mile -.0580 .03997 551

1 .0081 03139 996

nan -.0559 03166 373
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AUSIINUAY 1A (Region) 0 (Region)  Mean Difference  Std. Sig.
938553U ® @ a-9 forror
mile L -.0065 05668 1.000
pow -.0072 05703 999
aziusenifiamiie 0265 06163 980
% mile .0065 05668 1.000
nan -.0007 04240 1.000
aziueenifivaniio 0330 04841 926
ﬂnunﬁ’q‘lqnﬂnﬁ naN wmile 0072 .05703 999
naw 0007 04240 1.000
azTusenifisaniio 0337 04882 924
aziusenifouniie wile -.0265 06163 .980
18 -.0330 04841 926
nan -.0337 04882 924
il 14 0737 .02806 076
nan 0320 .02824 733
aviueonifivamile’ 0642 .03052 219
1 mile -.0737 .02806 076
- naw -0417 02099 268
AMBITUNATIIY el
ATIUDDNINYINUD -.0094 .02397 .984
5334lA83 I -
naN ATE -.0320 .02824 733
nan 0417 .02099 268
azusenifisunile 0323 02418 619
azuseniiouniie mile -.0642 .03052 219
1 .0094 02397 984
nan -.0323 02418 619
* fiudhigmaadaniszy 05
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