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This thesis studies the political activities in which

Thai students were involved during 1970 and 1981 in order to
analyze the political circumstances leading to the formation of
the student organization, the motives of the students in
participating in the political activities, the roles they chosed
to act, and the impact of their activities on Thai society. The
final chapter of this work postulates the constraints and
problems the students encountered.

This study finds that the undemocratic political atmosphere
of the country under Than&n-Prapas regime, during whose tenure
citizens were denied of their political rights, was the major
stimulating factor that motivated Thai students to take up the
political challenge. Young, energetic, and better educated than
the majority of the population, the students considered it their
duty to fight for the political rights on behalf of the general
populace who at that time were still rather politically ignorant,
hence passive,

It is found that Thai students began to take some low
profile part in politics during the Revolution in 1932. However,
no permanent organization was formed at that time and their
participations in any political issues were few and far between.
The students became more active in both the political and social
issues only after they had formed the "Student Center of
Thailand" in 1970. The persistent and continuous nature od their
activities to stand against despotic goverment and unfair
pracitices constituted 8 unique movement of the studens. The
general public began to accept the leadership and roles of the
Students Center. The popularity of the Student Center reached its
peak when they successfully rallied popular supports to topple
the much hatred Thanom~Prapas regime on October 14, 1973,



Students or rather their organization became a new hope for the
general populace in resolving the various problems.

However, myriads of problems inlesting the country the
students only had the opportunity to encounter first hand for the
first time caused some of them to consider that liberal
democratic way probably could not solve these problem; only the
socialist way would do, they beleived. This became the shifting
point in the ideology of the student movement that propelled a
faction of students to engage in closer working relation with the
Communist Party of Thailand. The latter toock full advantage of
this development and attempted to impose their influence on the
student organization and its activities to achieve their
gocialist revolutionary goal.

The many activities the students were involved or led
worried the traditional sector of the Thai society that their
status and interests could be at stake. Accordingly, this sector
of the population began to perceive the student movement as their
natural enemry that must be destroyed. Many opposition fronts were
formed. They attacked the student organization and itz movement
on the grounds that the students were under communist directives,
having as their ill intention of destroying the nation’s most
revered institutions. The attacks were made through goverment's
mass medis apparatus. Political 'atmosphere became very tense
during 1975 and 1976 and culminated into the violent mascred of
students on October 6, 1976, As a result of this bloodshed
episode, many student leaders took refuge to join the communists
in their jungle hideouts, and the student movement ip the city
became inactive. Later on some student leaders tried in vain to

revive the vigor of the movement.



The internal conflicts in and the structural problems of
the student organization, the leftist image of some the students,
the conflicting roles of the students and the traditional public
iwage accorded their status, were all constituted self defeating
causes for the studen movement. External efforts helped to speed
up its downfall.

Shortlived as the students and their movement had played
a part in Thai politics, their activities during 1970 and 1981
still left profound effects of change on Thai society, politically,
socially, and economically, especially on the formerly deprived

people.
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