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The purposes of this imvestigation were threefold. It firstly
{dntified the characteristics of the missing books in the Central
Ltrary of Srinakharimwirot University, Prasarmmitr. Secondly, it
attempted to establish relationship between these missing books in
vardous classes and loan quantities in the same classes. Finally,
pexcentage of the missing books as of the circulated books was
cdkulated. The sample was comprised of 15,272 circulated books listed
in the monthly new acquisition from January 1980 to December 1985
whith included books from different locations, namly, open stacks,
rererved stacks, special stacks, and reference stacks. Daily
cmeulation records between January 1980 and December 1985 were also
drown for this study. A survey form specially designed by the
inmestigator was employed for collecting details of the missing books.

Findings were as follows,

1. With respect to locations where books were found and number
of the missing books, out of 15,272 books in the sample, 14,255 wvere
mosttly found on the open stacks as well as other locations. .

2. With respect to Characteristics of the missing books, there
were 1,017 titles or 6.66 percent missing. Their characteristics were
as follows,

2.1 Regarding languages of the missing bocks, Thai books

outnumbered others in foreign languages.
2,2 Regarding contents of the missing books, the largest
number were from the science class. However, when classified by

languages, the largest number were from Thaa laaguage~class while the

g



science class represented the largest number of the foreign languages

2.3 Regarding prices of the missing books, the largest
nunber were priced 150-199 haht for the Thai books and 400-699 baht for
foreign language books. These prices were higher than the average
prices in each category.

2.4 Regarding dates of publication of the missing books,
the largest number were published during 1926-1930 for the relatively
old Thai books and during 1981-1985 for the relatively in foreign
language books.

2.5 Regarding edition of the missing books, the second
edition or later cutnumbered the first edition,

2.6 Regarding publishing formats and illustrations of the
missing books, ones which had one~third or more of the volume illustrated
in black and white or color and illustrated with special materials out-
numbered those which had less than cone~third of the volume illustrated.

2.7 BRegarding number of volumes per title of the missing
books, the titles with two or more volunmes outnumbered the single
velume titles,

2.8 Repgarding mumber of coples per title of the miesing
books, the titles carrying 4-5 copies outnumbered the ones carrying
other number of coples. In conclusion, the Thai science books of higher
prices 150-199 baht) Whose prominent characteristics include the design
with one-third or more of the volume beang illustrated in black and
white or color, the presentation supported by spectal illustration forms,

or brand-new {second or later edition) were likely to be missing.



3. On establishing relationship between the missing books in

various classes and their loan quantities, it was found that they were

rather highly correlated.

4, With respect to the percentages of the missing books as of
the total circulated books, they were 6,66 1n terms of titles and

13.54 in terms of copies,
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