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The purpose of this study is to review and analyze the
organization and management of government publications in the
Ramkhamhaeng University Library. It also attempts to trace the
effects rendered by this organization in terms of acquisition,
classification, organization, services, budget, facilities and
personnel,

The study is conducted by means of interviews and
questionnaires. The data were solicited from library administrations,
librarians, subject specialists, library staff in the Reference
Department and library users consisting of faculty members and
students,

Findings show that government publications in the Ramkhamhaeng
Universgity Library are organized and managed as a separate unit under
the Reference Department. The publications are classified according
to their issuing government agencies. These publications are kept
on open shelves for in-house use only. The effects of the
organization and management of government publications are as
follows :

I. Advantages

The Government Publications Section 1s located in a good
physical setting. It has a good atmostphere and suitable reading
facilities. Government Publication Librarians are knowledgeable about
the organization and maﬁagement of the government publications.

Therefore, they are able to :



1. Acquire promptly the publications needed by library
users;

2. Provide repid, efficient service to the users;

3. Organize the publications by using the classification
scheme that is not complex, users can find materials needed quickly.

I1. Problems

The Government Publications Section faces several problems:

1. The acquisition process is ineffective due to the
lack of publication catalogs, selection aids, and the non-existence
of a national contralized publishing and distribution system for
government publications;

2. The constant changes in the administration of government
agencies complicate the notation eystem in the classificatiom scheme;

3. The number of professional librarians and staff menbers
working with publications 18 limited. This is the main cause of
the slowness of catalog card production and other current awareness
services;

4. The importment problem causing the slowness of the
operations in the Government Publication Section is the lack of

budget provision for organizing and managing the publications.
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