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Akarawat Singchoo. (2010). A Study of Dhamma Songs in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s
Teachings Composed by the G-One Band. Master Thesis M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University Advisor Committee:

Dr. Janida Tangdajahiran, Ass. Prof. Kanchana Intarasunanont.

A Study of Dhamma Songs in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’'s Teachings composed by
G-One Band, The researcher has the following objectives;

1. to study the biography and art works of G-ONE Band

2. to analyse Dhamma songs of the G-ONE Band by descriptive and qualitative

research

The results were as follows:

1. The origin of the two artists and their works:

Dinpa G-one was born on Saturday 24" February, 1962 in Bangkok, Thailand. He
finished his primary education from Pariwas School, and secondary education from Chao
Praya School in Bangkok. He then continued his study at the Pohchang Academy of Art in
the Fine Arts Department majoring in Painting. Dinpa became interested in arts and music
since he was young. At 12 years of age, the young boy and the others from his village
started a music band and later named it G-One. In 1995, Dinpa visited the Suanmokkh
monastery in Surathani Province, and met a man named Khun Pot Yangponkhan. Pot told
him that in 1942, Pridi Banomyong asked Buddhadasa Bhikkhu to compose the Dhamma
songs for the Buddhists. Buddhadasa said that he had written Dhamma poetry which could
be used as the lyrics of the Dhamma songs. Being inspired by Khun Pot, Dinpa decided to
fulfill Pridi Banomyong’s dream. He added the melody, and arranged the music to Buddhadasa'’s
teachings. His first album came out in 2006, and was named Buddhadasa Perd Duang Ta
(Your eyes are opend by Buddhadasa).

Na pa G-one was born on Friday 19" April, 1968 in Nong Khai, Thailand. She
finished her primary education from Mahatai School, and secondary education from Khon

Kan Wittayakom School in Khonkaen. She completed her higher education from Paris



University in Prance. This artist has a talent in singing and can sing very well. She joined the
G-One band by Dinpa’s invitation. Her works include 7 Dhamma albums.

2. The result from the analysis of the G- One’s nine Dhamma songs indicated that
most of the songs’ vocal range was 12 perfect intervals; Steps and leaps were used in the
melody; and the notating rhythm of most songs was found to be variation. It was also found
that most of the rhythm used in the Dhamma songs was of the folk style. In terms of the
lyrics, most of the songs were written in the Thai traditional Klon Pad poem form. Only the
two songs — Kapajao Pen Pork Ha and Buddhdasa of Lord Buhhada were found to be
written in prose. The uniqueness of the lyrics was the choice of simple language and words
with profound meanings. Regarding the value of the songs, it was found that the Dhamma
songs create moral value and could also raise the human being’s spiritual values. In
addition, musical arrangements were found to be very simple. The main instrument was a

guitar. Most songs employed major keys, and primary as well as secondary chords.
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