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The purposes of this study were to investigate the health
misconceptions of teachers in elementary schools, Educational
Region 12, and to compare the differences of health misconceptions
between the different groups according to sex, level of health
education training, teaching experience, age, educational
background, - and habitat. One thousand teachers in elementary
schools under the Office of the Naticnal Primary Education
Committee and the pffice of the Private Education Committee were
studied using a cluster random sampling technique. The health
misconceptions questionnaire was constructed and distributed to
the teachers and data were collected. The analysis of variance
and t - test were employed to test the hypotheses.

The findings of this study were as the followings

1. The level of health misconceptions of elementary school
teachers was in the middle range.

2. Elementary school teachers of different sexes had a
different level of health misconceptions at the .01 level of
significance. Female teachers had more health misconceptions
than male teachers.

3. Elementary school teachers who had different health
education backgrounds had different levels of misconceptions at
the .01 level of significance. Non - health education majors

held more health misconceptions than health education majors.



4. Elementary school teachers of different teaching
experiences held different levels of health misconceptions at
the .01 level of significance. Teachers who had longer than
10 years of teaching experience had the highest level of health
misconceptions. Those who had less than 5 years and between
6 - 10 years of teaching experience had less health misconceptions
respectively.

5. Elementary school teachers of different ages showed
a significant difference of health misconceptions at the .05
level. Teacher who were between 47 - 60 years of age held the
highest number of health misconceptions ; those between 40 - 47,
18 ~ 25, 33 - 39, and 26 - 32 years held a less number of health
misconceptions respectively.

6. Elementary school teachers of different educational
backgrounds showed a significant difference of health misconceptions
at the .01 level. Teachers who held a teaching cetificate lower
than the High Certificate of Education had the highest level of
health misconceptions ; those who held the high Cerfificate of
Education Teaching or equivalent and those who held a Bachelor of
Education Degree had lower levels of health misconceptions.
Therefore, the higher the educational background of the teachers,

the less number of health misconceptions they would hold.



7. Elementary school teachers of different habitats
showed a significant difference of health misconceptions at the
.01 level. Teachers who came from the North - East Region held
the most number of health misconceptions ; those from the North,
Central and South held less number of health misconceptions

respectively.
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