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The Central Judicial Reform of The Ministry
of Justice during the Reagn of

H.M. King Chulalongkorn.

The purpose of this study 1s to examine three main problems

1+ The judicaal adminastration before the reforms,

2. the central judicial reform of the ministry of justice,

S the/consequences of the reforms.

In this study, the writer's presentation analysis 15 based o
the published official records of the reign of King Chulalongkorn
well as on the printed materials ¢f that rexgn. His major fandings
as follows :

Before the reforms during the reign of King Chulalongkorn, t
Judicial admainistration in Thailand, was merely part of admainastrat
power. The ancient Thai society peacefully utilized the facilities
established by the judicral administration, whaich had very rigorous
procedure and harsh punishment. Later some partial improvements wer
made so that the courts could get along with the changing society.
During the Rattanakosintr period, the society changed rapidly, so p
lmprovement of the judicial administration was inadequate. Then, th
Judicial crises emerged as a great problem of Thai society, The cri
in the ancient judacial system together with political pressure fro
sone powvers hastened the Thai government to reform the judicial adm
tration, The reform was started by instituting the Ministry of Just
in 1892, In realaty, for a long time, many administrators were well

aware of the fact that the judicial reforms were long overdue, but



be?ause of the lack of resources, such as conspetent men, nothaing ¢
be done at the time. However, many important reforms, such as clear
up court congestions, putting an end to corruption, and instaituting
independence of the courts, were made during the time that H.R.H, P
Pichaitpreechakorn and H.R.H. Prince Rajburidigeg-rit were ministers
that is, from 1895 to 1911. The reforms evolved nearly all principl
and details of Thai judicial administration. Although, the reforms
patterned after the western judicial systems, the reformers careful
selected only those parts of the Western concepts appropriate for
Thailand.

Under the reformed system, the King, who- was the Supreme Jud
of the land, no longer sat in person to try cases nor review them,
administration of justice has since been carried out exclusively by
professional judges in the three-tier court system, though 1t 1s do
in the name of the King, as Head of the State. The new system prove
work remarkably well during King Rama V's reign 28 well as in the
suoceeding reigns.

In short, the judicial reform was carried out effectively an
rnost harmoniously. Had 1t been done 1n any other way, 1t maight not
given such good results. It remains the sound foundation of the adm

tration of Justice in Thailand at the present day.
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