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The key objective of the thesis is to investigate the art on the semas, in
the olden communities in Chaiya District. The data were collected from the 25 wats in
the communities employing observation, interview, and photographs and notes were
taken of all the details of both patterns and designs as well as the materials used in
making of the semas. The findings are as follows:

The semas were, normally made from natural materials-—-mostly of
stone—used as boundaries to mark the limits in all eight directions of the Buddhist
temples. They were of different leaf-like plates and came in many sizes. On the plates
were patterns carved in fashion commonly prevailed in each age. There were 228
semas found in ancient areas. From those days, these semas have been traditionally
used as objects to mark the official Buddhist ceremony till today. These direction
indicators were of different sizes, patterns and shapes. They might also be different in
pedestals on which they were set up. Some were on square bases; others were on high
bases; still others stood on high supports with arched covers. Regarding the forms,
semas might be of single, double or even twin plates. As for the size, they could be
quite big or very small. The big ones were about 40 — 50 centimeters wide, 60 — 90
centimeters high, and 15 — 20 centimeters thick. These semas, found at Wat
Prabaromthat Chaiya and Wat Prabrasop, were made from red sandstone with smooth
or patterned surfaces. The pattern- surfaced ones were made in the shape of the water-
spite ribs and at their corners were decorated with water-spited patterns. The semas
found here dated back to the U-thong period. Those of Theravadi and Sri Vichaya time
were not found in the communities. As for the middle-sized semas, about 30 - 40
centimeters wide, 50 — 90 centimeters high, and 6 — 16 centimeters thick, were also
made of red sandstone. These types were found at Wat Chayaram and Wat Tapoe.
Placing on high base, these double, patterned types were believed to work out during
the Ayuthaya period. Regarding the patterns, the middle-size ones were of Thai
designs, flora designs, and various kinds of animals. Some patterns, such as lotus pedal

designs, kanok designs were mixed with krajang designs in the middle of the entire



patterns. Some designs were related with the flora designs and types of animals—birds
and rats—as well as many parts of trees. As regards to the small-sized semas, around 30
— 40 centimeters wide, 30 — 50 centimeters high and 5 — 10 centimeter thick, were
found at Wat Wieng and Wat si Wieng. They were of the Rattanakosin period, made of
cement and cast out of the same mold.

When the restoration was made, some of the wats would unearth the old
semas and cleaned, improved the look and some decorative patterns were put on the
semas. This was as found at Wat Trai Rattanakorn. Some wats, such as Wat Dermjao
and Wat Wichittararam, had their semas improved the look by carving patterns onto
the cement work. These were in fact an endeavor to make reproduction of those at Wat
Palilai. The ones at this wat, which were considered a very popular type in its times,
created quite an influence upon the semas of the later days. Being fine, delicate and
unique work of art, they clearly reflected the profound thinking behind the Dammar for
which they were worked. It is agreed that the semas at Wat Palilai is a sample of the
completeness. Aside from the ability shown in stone carving, the semas were also
decorated by applying vermilion designs on a gold base as well as stain glass.
Unfortunately, as the time had long passed since they were first created, only some
evidence of the glory was left to be seen these days.

The finding achieved in this examination confirms the fact that the
semas found at various ancient communities have been the unfailing signs of bounty,
prosper, and peace of the communities as well as showing the way of life binding with
Drama ever since the olden days to the present time. What is more, this reflects
Chaiya's glorious past; it, in reality, still is a promising district to provide valuable

knowledge on cultures, religious, history, and archeology for those interest to learn.
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