MITUIUSTINF TR ANANATNIRE T UAnYaR Ul
BN UNINE WA T LN LA, 618-9007)

f3dwus
N
Y DASIEWY W pYSEN

EUBARUTAAINENGE N InendeFSuadunTIlan aua unideanims
fnen eanangaIlSyanAsdmaninvdudis Jendssiimansiode
Hunan 2542
SodnBiupemr InedeATuAT N T I



AU IRUSITHANTN AN IR I UANYBA N uaEN B 9A D
ENLRUMIENEUNT N (A6 618-907)

UNARED
V89
Y BEASIEWN QU BEDEN

LWURFADUNARINENRE NYINENALATUATUNTILIA LR D UE U DI S
AN euviangaIUSyanfsdmansiminds  Jnpndssimansiade
AAN 2542



29 BANEU © BEBEN. (2542). MITUIWUTTINANTFANINIA RS TURNYBIT YT
HNETIY NATNNUTUNNTIEUNWTIVN (ALA. 618-907). TTAWUD AF.Y.
(Uarifenaasiade). njunwy @ Uudiainends sminenasasuaiunsilem,
ATIZNIINAIAIUAN | FHIAAIWTHUNWIAUTIVENY FENUTHTIINNS,

v & a a 6 =

TNAEATINTE AN LRFWIETENa, A3, DU TIFAA,
=Y € L Jd s = ! QA:II a/ Pl %3
MIRWUBRTULAN S MITUINU SITHA N NHIANN NALIUAND DAL U e
& o Y 73 9 S & % an &,
NRANENURUNNEELWIlN MsAnsauaTilanansannilusudssifanudu
NURLEMWARMAATIDURUNWRIGUNT AN TINVNMITUIRUS TINUR T AN Tz UL
FaavANAIUTUTIIAAINGT
NAMIANHIWUT  MIAARDEINAUSAUITVINAZ IUANLEZAZIUADNEY Ja
ApuNIUTEUAslFuyelUGduLuInzTuaneasdy  daindssifenanstatuiiunis
Wadumemaunslunpgaiunmens fdenangusemsinanaulidnmsfiass
1 & = a o =l as al 1 =1 °
FENTTESIINWETe  TaNu  uazdulfe  AussEoTINAU ldiasidunamlsann
- ‘J ) = i = s s lﬂl‘ Qlﬂ‘
fuAfudanm Aalingimsivl  wdadaossnanUsagnanuidamemaunnenasu
AU W msidumeazannaiunnuasisuangnnieds  Alipargagimaneusd
TRUBTINITMINDIEETINYN 2 Fnlanle lesfidadandauudumessunsimniy
INONENDAURENTNHE U TR TTNANAULAUN A T AN YDA UL R INUTTIHAUY
TNUSTIN ANIF NNAUULAUN WA TUAND AULUlana Tina gz inaaul u
aNeTrNANe Tdhanduedausiime  1e3aessdu 81 A aued seihene 9
uazUmnanN@pIsmaIemay)  noldlAanizuaga sy TausTINNAULANNIG
bt =l J‘ s & as [ < =Y s s & A Qa0
Az UANYBRUINIuEIET T NADe penelshmy  anudendausssuazTusnAllaase
gy ndanannilenlUlufges  wdauddesawnsmaun iy inusssusndan
FULAUNNATIUANYDIRUNE TN U TTHA BN LAVERTINANIWIRUETINAY  uazlamdlu
sSuntlaldiininusssuiudssgunnulsmnandedalazandmananiilagiy
P e ! < o 2 P ~ “ o  ar a
YD NFUAAIITN VWA TRTUN A DDA UNLTAN NS UTRLETINIING UILAY

AziuAnYp RN I RAIY 9 AfldadsaivayuinananuilpeninAsegAa



o e ) v o = ) 4
‘I‘UNNEIU IWEILQW'WEEJ'N8Q1NNNEW33LQWQQLNQBNQQ AMHDBULDENINAIHNBDILRSANT

P v Y d ¢ ' ! ‘o a P A =l
V\“ﬁ’\?ﬂa\ﬁﬂa‘t'ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ'Nﬂﬂqu\ﬂBQIEUBB‘NWB‘D’utN’WLsiBu'ﬂ'Nﬂ$QUWﬂLQﬂ\7LWua‘UB\1Qu

v
@  av

o/ AJ A 1 o o J’ 1 LPR]
Nﬁ'\ﬂL‘fhﬂUﬂ’ﬁYl@litQaﬂaLLﬂ\ﬁ’]‘lf’J\Wfﬂ\mL‘Uaﬁﬁ EINNN‘UEN‘IT‘L!LN']LiiBuW’)ﬂLﬁlagﬂ JUU

v a a [ . A o P - v oY v
AMSLANINTLIRUGT THANYIAN NNV N AZIUAN YD FuFudul ‘Lﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂ? Usreanna U

o v = s o o al s J
NNFIBWWTIVN Lasmadan N eanNAaune v dne aurniiausssanluated

el L= | s n' [~ 1 3 o t & Qi % ol
Wandauiwatnde uazidur i iangavikluyss ifmans inusssNay

@



THE ADOPTION OF CULTURES FROM COUNTRIES WEST OF
CHINA DURING THE TANG DYNASTY VIA THE SILK ROAD
(AD. 618-907)

ABSTRACT
BY
ACHARA ISRASENA NA AYUDHAYA

Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the Master of Arts degree in Asian History
at Srinakharinwirot University
March 1999



Achara Israsena Na Ayudhaya. (1999). The Adoption of Cuitures from Countries
West of China during the Tang Dynasty via the Silk Road
(A.D. 618-907). Master thesis, M.A. (Asia History). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Commitee
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,

Assoc. Prof. Suparat Lertpanichkul, Dr. Wongduen Narasuj.

The main theme of this thesis is the adoption of cultures from countries
west of China during the Tang Dynasty via the Silk Road ; the scope of the study
includes historical background and topography of the Silk Road as well as the
acculturation and the impagct to Chinese society in this period.

Contact between east and west had started long before Zhang Qian’s
journey to the west which historians considered as the beginning of the Silk Road;
the quest of exotic goods, new science and innovation, and foreign philosophy
contributed in drawing together the civilizations of the world. Despite the journey
through treacherous terrain of the Silk Road, from one oasis town to another, the
exchange of cultures between east and west continued and flourished.

Influx of western cultures into China during the Tang Dynasty created a
new trend among the upper—class who prefered western clothing, jewelry, food,
sport, music, dances to Chinese ones. Nevertheless, such trend was short-lived
and soon forgotten, unlike Buddhism which is the only western cuiture that
persists and is revered on equal ground with Confucianism and Taoism until thig
day.

However, the Tang Dynasty was the only dynasty in the four thousand
years of Chinese history that opened up to outside influences. This unigue outlook
towards foreign cultures was direct results from Tang’s Drosperous  economy,

especially in the reign of Tang Xuanzong, dependence on foreign troops due to the



political and military weakness, and the Imperial family’s Turkish nomadic identity.
Hence, the adoption of western cultures could not have been possible without the
Silk Road and the Tang tolerance which, in turn, created the most dynamic culture

in Chinese History.
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11 patricia Buckley Ebrey. (1996). Cambridge Hlustrated History of China. p. 20.

12)rene M. Franck & David M. Brownstone. (1986). The Silk Road : A History.
p. 56.
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14Caroline Blunden & Mark Elvin, (1983). op.cit. p. 60.
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18pid p. 34.
17w, Scott Morton. (1995). op.cit p. 13.
18pid.

19Arthur Cotterell. (1988). op.cit. p. 12,
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20rene M. Franck & David M. Brownstone. (19886). op.cit. p.36

21Jacques Gernet. (1996). op.cit p. 52.
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22rene M. Franck & David M. Brownstone. (1986). op.cit. p.34.
23John King Fairbank. (1994). op.cit. p. 40 — 41.

24irene M. Franck & David M. Brownstone. (1886). op.cit. p. 34, 36.
25Arthur Cotterell. (1988). op.cit. p. 37 — 38.
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Joint Association of Classical Teachers. (19890). The World of Athens : An
Introduction to Classical Athenian Culture. p.51.

27fl 553 Apurdasinia winloSaNyNTIv (Cyrus the Great) lemusinguehiing
(Medes) uaslafifeianandnissdwasidemeldseedandiits (Achaemenid Dynasty) u
PnAInTIpidasygaaionnaunesausauanSiudms Tuapnansudevmanz Tusn,

Grant Uden, ed. (1985). Longman lllustrated Encyclopedia of World History. p. 700 -
701.

2Bnumsduvainsisifuodides 2 wizasd Ap wsmdhen3na (Darius, 512 — 485 B.C)
uazWInATDIE (Xerxes, 485 — 464 BC) Idiassnyminasasonaniauninmaduilmea
838U (Aegean Sea) Tuimidglaiund (Asia Minor) widalulssinegsfiagiiu FnsidighEn
AspeTgdsrlumuaynInInaae.

Joint Association of Classical Teachers. (1990). op.cit. p. 11 - 15
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J.B. Bury and Russell Meiggs. (1989). A History of Greece : To the Death of Alexander
the Great. p.148.

30Robin Lane Fox. (1986). op. cit. p. 260 — 261.
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Slem plaslvde Wumwndndanuminegi “qagegeenaiiny’ suduingimsaanw
s a ¥ o o eva o4 | % o v
Uszaudioe Snmdeinldidunuuvisgavnslunmssuinee
Joint Association of Classical Teachers. (1390). op.cit. p.360.
32Herodotus. (1972). The Histories, translated by Aubrey de Selincourt. p. 541.

33J. B. Bury & Russell Meiggs. (1989). op.cit. p.485.
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34 Arrian. (1971). The Campaign of Alexander. translated by Aubrey de Selincourt.
p. 405. Citing Pseudo—Callisthenes 3. 55 ; Babylonian Text.

35, B. Bury & Russell Meiggs. (1889). op.cit. p. 492.

36Arthur Cotterell, ed. (1980). The Penguin Encyclopedia of Ancient Civilizations.
p.165 — 156,

37Robin Lane Fox. (1986). op.cit. p. 481,
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AU ldanslddedlumsudmsenussuputssnsvlaegmenss.
Joint Association of Classical Teachers. (1990). op.cit. p. 361,

39Robin Lane Fox. (1986). op.cit. p. 482.
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Ssu—-ma Ch'ien. (1968). Records of the Grand Historian of China, translated by
Burton Watson. p. 155.

48Jacques Gernet. (1996). op.cit p.117.
44patricia Buckley Ebrey. (1996). op.cit p.60Q.
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45Denis Twitchett & John King Fairbank. (1997). The Cambridge History
of China, Vol. I. p. 386.

463su-ma Chrien. (1962). op.cit p. 166 — 170.

47 john King Fairbank. (1994). op.cit. p. 61.

48Arthur Cotterell. (1988). op.cit. p.105.

49Denis Twitchett & John King Fairbank. (1997). op.cit p. 387.
S0patricia Buckley Ebrey. (1996). op.cit. p. 69.
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MaNuIN 1

The Song of Fair Ladies' (Du Fu)

The air is refreshing on this thrid day of the third moon;

On the banks constellate the ladies of Changan fair and boon,
Their looks gorgeous and lofty with manners refined and serene,
Well-balanced frame of bone and flesh, and fine textured skin.

In the late spring sun their embroidered muslin robes shine

With peacocks and unicorns needled in gold and silver lines.

What are those on their heads one can find?

The emerald hair ornaments hanging down to their temples.

And what can be seen from them behind?

The streamers of waistbands, studded with pearls, fit their rambles.
Among them are those of the imperial concubine Yang's blood Kin,
Being enfeoffed and titled Queen of the Kingdom of Gua or Qin.
Purple camel-hump are boiled in the greenish pot;

Served on crystal dishes are the fish steaming hot.

Chopsticks of rhinoceros—horns were for surfeit put aside;

In vain the knives with bells are busy cutting meat with pride.

The eunuchs then come trotting so light as to raise no dust;

One by one they bring them the dainties for imperial gust.

E'en ghosts and gods are moved by the moans of the flutes and drums;
The retainers of the ladies block the main pass in clumps.

The lagging one, ambling with his horsemen, look how smug!
Dismounting, he enters the verandah with brocade rug.

To cover the white duckweeds the catkins fall like snow;

Carried by the bluebirds the red handkerchiefs in the air flow.
Such incomparable powers is like scorching fire,

Be careful not to come near the Prime Minister in his ire.

Txu Yuan-zhong. (1993). 300 Tang Poems : A New Translation. pp. 144~
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MANUIN A

The Bactrain Horse! (Du Fu)

A Bactrain horse of the famous breed

Well built for speed; with sharp ears

Standing erect, like sliced corners of Bamboo;
At the gallop four hoofs that seem

To ride on the wind; with a mount like this
Distances melt to nothing; dependable

In any emergency; its gallant spirit

Will carry one unheard-of distances

In one day’s march.

TDu Fu . (1990). Du Fu : Selected poems, translated by Rewi Alley. p.2.
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Swaying Dancers from Central Asial (Bai Juyi)

A dancer from afar, her heart

beating with the music, hands

moving in harmony, raising her arms

when the melody dictates, together

wiht her fellow dancers looking

like snowflakes or leaves

dancing in the air; tirelessly

she glides and endlessly she sways,

graceful beyond compare;

turning cart wheels, she swishes like

a cyclone; when the dance is over, she

bows to the Emperor, who smiles.

A dancer has come

from her distant Central Asian home; yet

here in the Middle Kingdom,

there are also swaying dancers, and she

is surely unequal to them in performing

skiliful movements; towards

the end of the Tianbao Period,

when life began to’ change, ministers

and palace ladies learned to look sweet in order
to hide their cunning; within the palace we find
Yang Gui Fel, outside was An Lushan; togerther
the best “Swaying Dancers” of them all; she with
the Emperor’s highest favour,

while her adopted son, An Lushan,

cheated the Emperor as he danced before him;
when An led his rebel armies

across the Yelliow River, the Emperor

could hardly believe he was being attacked;

with her swaying, Yang Gui Fei
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held the Emperor in bondage, yet he loved her
deeply even after her death at Mawei Slope.
Listen, singing dancers:
Dance you may,
but singing this song

to the Emperor to enlighten him.

1Bai Juyi. (1978). Bai Juyi : 200 Selected Poems,
translated by Rewi Alley. pp. 67-68.
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Ballad of the War Chariots' (Du Fu)

The jingle of war chariots,

Horses neighing, men marching,

Bows and arrows slung over hips;
Besides them stumbling, running

The mass of parents, wives and children
Clogging up the road, their rising dust
Obscuring the great bridge at Hsienyang;
Stamping their feet, weeping

In utter desperation with cries

That seem to reach the clouds;

Ask a soldier: Why do you go”?

Would simply bring the answer:

Today men are conscripted often;
Fifteen—year—olds sent up the Yellow River
To fight, men of forty marched away

To colonize the western frontier;

Village elders take young boys,

Do up their hair like adults

To get them off; if they return

It will be white with age, but even then

They may be sent off to the frontier again;

Frontiers on which enough blood has flowed
To make a sea, yet our Emperor still would
Expand his authority ! Have you not heard
How east of Huashan many counties
Are desolate with weeds and thorng”?

The strongest women till the fields,
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Yet crops come not as well as before;

Lads from around here are well known
For their bravery, but hate to be driven
Like dogs or chickens; only because
You kindly ask me do | dare give vent
To grievances; now for instance

With the men from the western frontier
Still not returned, the government
Demands immediate payment of taxes,
But how can we pay when so little

Has been produced?

Now, we peasants have learnt one thing;

To have a son is not so good as having

A daughter who can marry a neighbour

And still be near us, while a son

Will be taken away to die in some

Wild place, his bones joining those

That lie bleached white on the shores

Of Lake Kokonor, where voices of new spirits
Join with the old, heard sadly through

The murmur of falling rain.

'Du Fu. (1990). op. cit pp. 12-13.
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