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NUDE : THE REFLECTION OF POWER AND VIOLENCE ON WOMEN
BODIES

AN ABSTRACT
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Nonglux Chantapakul, (2004}. NUDE: the Reflection of Power and Violence on Women
Bodies. Dissertation, Ed.D. (Development Education). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee:
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Napaporn Havanon, Prof. Dr. Wircon Tungcharoen,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kritaya Archavanitkul, Assist. Prof. Dr. Pensiri Jeradechakul.

This dissertation has revealed the power mechanism and viclence which shapes
Thai women bodies through the Nudification process. Three stream of thoughts are
based on firstly, the violation of the "good Thai women standard® imposed
meaning, secondly, the commercial arts reference, and thirdly, the science of arts.
These perspectives create myth on women selves. A representation of a dominant
discourse has faded away Thai women social identities from perception and
subjugate them as the othemness and the powerlessness without any bargaining power
in the society. Texts used in disclosing the grand narrative are documents,
conversations with key informants, and most importantly the women narratives
from their own direct experiences and memoaries.

Underlining these narratives expressed by Thai women nudes enable
them to open up a space for constructing their own histories which embrace their
embtion and feeling that paints their stream of life. The past experiences have
sustained their self identity awaiting for their social judgement. Women narratives
flow through the word of the author fills the vacuum between their social identity
and self identity. |t reveals that women social identity is constructed by rules,
regutations and social norm. This dissertation opens up an academic space for the
issue of women nude. Autobiography is used as a methodology to construct new
knowledge countering the knowledge subjugated by grand narrative. Women narratives
reflect their humane selves. It is expected that women nude narratives in Thai society
will open up opportunities for us to closely approach what we are searching for ...the

meaning of nude.
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