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MUSIC BAND IN MAITREYA BUDDHA FESTIVAL PARADE, WAT LAI,
THAWUNG DISTRICT, LOPBURI PROVINCE.

AN ABSTRACT
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Akekapon Puangpet. (2017). Music Band in Maitreya Buddha Festival Parade, Wat Lal,
Thawung District, Lopburi Province. Master Thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

The purpose of studying music bands in the Maitreya Buddha Festival Parade at
Lai Temple, Thawung District of the Lopburi Province is to learn the history and the
characteristics of music bands in the parade. The method used was descriptive research.
The results reveal that the Maitreya Buddha Festival Parade or Chuck Pra Festival was
originally a watercourse parade, held on fifth day of the waning moon of the eleventh lunar
month. However, But due to the creation of the Chao Praya dam in B.E. 2507 (1964), the
Maitreya Buddha watercourse parade was canceled and changed to land parade and set
up on the fourteenth day of the waxing moon of the sixth lunar month by installing a Maitreya
Buddha statue to the altar called “Takhe”, or no wheel, to parade in a round trip from Lai
Temple to Thong Kung Temple, a total of fourteen kilometers. It was found that the music
band used in the parade included local brass bands with their own patterns and musical
characteristics. The band named Noppadon Buntuenga and Mr. Noppadon Sangkloy as the
owners, fifteen members, and many high quality musical instruments. The music playing
was separated in two sections, firstly is playing in the parade from Lai Temple to Thong
Kung Temple and second, playing in the parade with three rounds around the cathedral.
The band uses contemporary popular songs, with a fun upbeat feeling. From the results, it
was found that the Maitreya Buddha Festival Parade was held from the past until now and
having the music to play along with, emphasizes that music is the biggest influence on the

festival, the most important aspect required by the festival to be complete.
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