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The purpose of this study is to investigate, using primary sourcesy
the government's main policy of educational administration in Monthon
Pattani, the ensuing problems and thekr solutions together with the
results of the said educational admimistration.

The study revealed the failure of the policy, which had aimed to
enable the majoraty group of this area, whose religion is Islam and whose
language 1s Malayu, to speak Thai. The main cause of the faizlure at the
very beginmng of the péllcy was that all schools were situated in Buddhist
monasteries. The Muslim people felt that 1t was a sin to their children to
enter the monasteries even for the purpose of education. In 1910 the
government introduced thetseehing 4F Bhal language into the mosque which as
the traditional placeﬁof instruction for Islam religion and Malayu language.
Again, the policy failed. Later the government had more and more schools
built warth the hope that the people would find 1t easier to send thear
children there. The r3sult, however, remained the same. Their belief
that studying Thair was of no use was still strong. In 1921 the Compulsory
Education Act was mmplemented where by éarents were forced to send their
children to school. The Act! however, was successful only with Buddhist
parents, as the Muislim parents tried hard in many ways to prevent their
ch¥ldren from studying Thai.

The efforts to educate people 1n Monthon Pattami were facing not
only the problems of inadequate numbers of teachers and an insufficient
budget but also problems related to language, relagion, and culture of
majority group in the area. After 1921, the implementation of the

Compulsory Education Act was relaxed and the Malayu language was allowed



to be taught in schools; but still, most Muslam parents would not let

their chaildren learn Thai ain sc@ool. Instead; they sent their children

to be educated in "Pondok", in the Mosque, or even in the homes of rekigious
instruct®@® which were scattered throughout the area and where religion was
the only subject taught. These were the great obstacles to the govermment's
policy which aimed at educating Muslim people in Monthon Pattani and

encouraging them to speak Thai in thear daily lafe.
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