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The purpose of this study was to analize the leading
characters in Willa Cather's short stories, The leading characters
were divided into three main groups : child characters, female
characters and male characters, eszch of which was analized in their’
physical appearances, economic status and characteristics.

(The research was presented in an analytical description.)

The findings were as follows :

Physically, the child characters in the country and in
small towns were strong and healthy, while those in big cities were
fragile. However, these child characters had one thing in common-—
they enjoyed fantasy and activities,

Regarding of female characters, most of them regardless of
their beauty; were more o; less masculine women. HMost of them were
economically independent, but no matter how rich or poor they were,
the had to work hard. Most of the female characters had strong
characteristics with hidden sentimentality.

Cather's male characters could be physically set into two
groups: those with strong and mascular bodies and those with delicate
build. Ecomonically, these male characters suffered ecomonical changes
more than the female chgracters did. And the most outstanding
characteristics of the male characters were their sensitivity and

their frankness,
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«..1f she should die they would realize how brutal they had
been. O yes, if she were to die then they would grieve and
mourn and put flowers on her grave every day, and cry for their

" little Baladina ... Baladina wept a little herself at the
pathetic picture she had conjured up. But she decided not to
die, that was such a very decisive thing to do : besides, then
she could not see the remorse of her family, and what good is
it to have your family repent if you cannot have the satisfaction

of seeing them reduced to sackcloth and ashes? .,, (Faulkner.
1965 : 567 - 568)
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"... You shall be my Prince yourself. I know you are one, really.
You must be a changeling left at the mill by some wicked fairy
who stole you from your palace.®

The boy shook his head stubbarnly. "“No, I wish I were, but
I am only a millerts boy." ‘

"Well, you are the only nice person I have met all day : you
have walked till your feet are sore and have let me ride your
donkey : and your face is all scratched by the dbriars and you
have had no dinner, and if you are not a prince, you ought to
be one. You are Prince enough for me ..." (Faulkner, 1965 :

572)
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"Oh, never mind," he said when he saw that I was troubled.
"May be it wouldn't be much fun unless I saw them grow. I'm
so glad you're back. I like to have all my friends home at
night." (Fawlkner. 1965 : 318 -« 319)
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"... a dark, full figured woman ... Though she was a little
overweight, she seemed often to be wihtdrawing into her
clothes, not shrinking, but retiring behind the fold of her
heavy clocks and gowns ... she was dark ; her skin and hair
and eyes were all brown" (Slote. 1973 : 8)
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she was scolded, and giggled about her own mistakes in spelling.
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over, She had bright black eyes and fuzzy black hair .
(Slote. 1973 : 128)
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W,.. He sat down on the step without saying anything .
Mrs, Ericson made no sign, and the frogs croaked on., At

last the boy spoke timidly.
WItve come back, Mother."
"Very well," Said Mrs. Ericson,

(Faulkner. 1965 : 40 — 41)
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“"I'm so lonessome, I'm afraid to stay in here all alone.®

"] will go over and get your mother."

"She won't come."

“Ir'll bring her," szid Canute grimly.

"No, no., I din't want her, she will scold all the time."
“Well, I will bring your {ather."

She spoke again and it seemed as though her mouth was close up
to the key hole, Bhe spoke lower than he had ever heard her
spedk before, so low that he had to put his ear up to the lock
to hear her.

"I don't want him either, Canute ~ I'd rather have you."

(Fawlkner. 1965 : 504)
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"She was the only person to whom he had talked about his
illness who had been frank and honest with him, who had
looked at him with eyes that concealed nothing.®

(Slote. 1973 : 130)
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"I could not go with you. I would have spoiled your life for you."
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"The great men of the staff were all about her, as
contemplative as Buddhas in their private offices, each
meditating upon the particular trust or form of vice
confided to his care. Thus surrounded, Ardessa had a
pleasant sense of being at the hearts of things ..."

(Slote. 1973 : 102)
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shoulders, which seemed almost too heavy until he stood up and square
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Eric ..., throwing all his weight upon the bit,
struggling under ihose frantic forefeet that now beat
at his breast, and now kicked at the wild mustang that
surged and tossed about him. He succeeded in wrenching
the pony's head toward him and crowding her withers
against the clay bank, so that she could not roll,..

He struck out again and again, kicking right and left
with all his might. ..,

(Faulkner. 1965 : 371 - 372)
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h ... He rose early in the morning, in the summer just before
daybreak ; in the winter, long before. First he fed his
stock, then himself, which was much less important matter.

He ate the same food at dinner that hé ate at breakfast, and
the same supper that he ate at dimner. His bill of fare
never changed the year round ; bread, coffee, beans, and
sorghum molasses, ... After breakfast he worked until dinner
time, ate, and then worked again ...

(Faulkner. 1965 : 535)

[ '4 - v - 4
sy mzyndu i L wdgleresmnanufivg fe 1w

c - ' ' v ) '

1
. P -~ oy 24 L -
UETlﬁU%ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁamﬂWUWlﬁﬁﬁﬁQQWUHHTjﬂlHTﬂﬁ LAY & nufau7dUy

L 4

-t L= = -~
1AL PN lﬂﬁnﬁmlgUW%Uﬂ LATASEMYIDINF LAY T ﬂﬂﬂﬂ?zﬂslﬁﬁﬂaUﬂ

174 ] L 2 v v 1

L2INTINAII UMD ﬂagﬁﬁﬂnqwﬁutﬁafﬁUua:;utsamaqﬂnwwﬁuwﬁaﬂnwﬁ LAl

1

1
o . 4
§ﬂ1MU wnqﬁu: AMT DU ﬁﬁﬂum1ﬂ1UWﬁUﬁﬁﬂdlﬁﬁ



173

He had been there for ten years, digging and plowing and
sowing, and reaping what little the hail and the hot winds
and the frosts left him to reap. Those scorching dusty
winds that blow up over the bluffs from Kansas seem to dry

up the blood in men's veins as they do the sap in the corn
leaves,

(Faulkner. 1965 : 496)
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+.. There were two rooms, or rather there was one room with
a partition made of ash saplings interwoven and bound
together like big straw basket work. 1In one corner there
was a cook stove, rusted and broken. In the other a bed
made of unplaned planks and poles. ... There wes an
ordinary kitchen cupboar! with a2 few cracked dirty dishes
in it, and beside it on a tall box a tin washbasin, Under
the bed was a pile of pint flasks, some broken, some whole,
all empiy. ... a suit of dark new red.

(Faulkner. 1965 : 493)
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"... the dinner hour would steal by and he would light his pipe and

console himself with the thought that he worked more when he ate

little ,.." (Faulkner. 1965 : 314)
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