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Graduate Schooal, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof.

Pranot Kaochim, Dr. Niyada Chittcharat.

The objective of this research were 1) to discover level of diver's access to
media’s information about coral reef conservation, level of diver’'s knowledge about coral
reef and coral conservation, level of diver's attitudes towards coral reef conservation
and level of diver's coral reef conservation behaviors, 2) to compare diver's access to
media’s information about coral reef conservation, diver's knowledge about coral reef
and coral reef conservation, diver’s attitudes towards coral reef conservation and coral
reef conservation behaviors on personal-background differences of divers, and 3) to find
out the relationships of diver's access to media’s information about coral reef
conservation, knowledge about coral reef and coral reef conservation, attitudes towards
coral reef conservation and coral reef conservation behaviors. A sample for this study
consisted of 200 SCUBA (Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus) divers. The
instruments for collecting the data were (a) a questionnaire on an access to media’s
information about coral reef conservation, (b) a test of knowledge about coral reef and
coral reef conservation, (c) test of attitude towards coral reef conservation, and (d) a
test of coral reef conservation behaviors. The statistical procedures for analyzing the

data were t-test and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The results from the study indicated that Pattaya divers’ level of access to
media’s information was quite low; level of knowledge about coral reef and coral reef
conservation was rather high; level of attitudes towards coral reef conservation was also
rather high; while coral reef conservation behaviors were about moderate. Male diver’s
access to media’s information about coral reef conservation and coral reef conservation
behaviors were found to be significantly higher than female diver's at the .01 level. Thai
diver's access to media’s information about coral reef conservation was significantly
higher than foreign diver’s at the .05 level. As for knowledge about coral reef and coral
reef conservation and attitudes towards coral reef conservation, Thai divers were also
found to be significantly higher than foreign divers at the .001 level. Advanced divers,

as compared to beginner divers, had significantly more favorable attitudes towards coral



reef conservation at the .05 level and had significantly higher coral reef conservation
behaviors at the .01 level. More-experienced divers (more than 4 years) had
significantly more access to media’s information about coral reef conservation than less-
experienced divers (less than 4 years) at the .05 level, and had significantly more coral
reef conservation behaviors than less-experienced divers at the .01 level. An attitude
towards coral reef conservation was found to have a positive and significant relationship
with coral reef conservation behaviors at the .05 level, whereas no significant
relationship was found between access to media’s information about coral reef

conservation and knowledge about coral reef and coral reef conservation.

The results also suggested that authorized agents responsible for coral reef
conservation, diving instructors and travel agents should provide more information and
knowledge about coral reef conservation for divers and tourists in Thailand through
public relation media, seminars or other activities to enhance favorable attitudes
towards coral reef conservation and to improve divers’ coral reef conservation behaviors

and conservation of coral reef for the benefit of tourism and economy of the country.
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Personal Information: Please mark {X) in the parentheses.

1. Sex
() Male () Female
2. Nationality
() Thai () Others, Please identify..................
3. Which agency that you take courses with?
() PADI () BSAC () NAUI( ) YMCA
() CMAS ()ssl () TD1 () Others,Pleaseidentify..................

4. Your highest qualification of diving?
( ) Open Water Diver ( ) ADV. Open Water Diver & higher
5. How long do you join diving activities?

() Less than 4 years ( ) More than 4 years

Please mark (X) in the blank or fill in the underlined space with your opinion.

1. You are interested in degradation of coral reef problem.

( YNone ( )Alittle ( ) Moderate ( ) somewhat interested ( ) Very interested
2. Have you heard about coral conservation news?
( )Yes ( YNo
3. Have you ever attended a training, course or workshop for coral reef conservation?
( ) Yes (Please specify — Organizer, Time Period ........c...oiiiiieiiiiriciiiii i vaens )
() No
4. In your opinion, which media should be use the most in distribution of news about coral
conservation?
( ) Radio { ) Television ( ) Newspaper ( ) Internet

( ) Poster / Brochure ( ) Training, Workshop () Others, Please identify

What kind of media have you obtained information on coral reef conservation and how often do you

get the information?

Frequency
Media Type Never 1-2 times | >3 times
receive | a month a month

1. Friends / Cousin
2. Magazine / Journal
3. Newspaper
4. Radio
5. Television
6

cdnternet (WWW. oo )
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Frequency
Media Type Never 1-2 times | >3 times
receive a month a month
7. Poster / Brochure / Gov. Documents
8. Gov. Officer
9. Training, Course, Workshop ]

10. Dive Operator

11. Others, Please identify

Please mark (X) in the blank in accordance with your knowledge.

Questions

True

False

1.

Coral reef is an important resource for Medical Science & Public Health by

given some chemical for cancer treatment.

. Parrot fish, Butterfly fish and Crown of Thorns Starfish eat coral for food.

. Coral’s food are small fish, seaweed and plankton.

. Human activities cause the degradation of coral reef.

Coral transplantation is the best of coral conservation method at present time.

. Coral reef help absorb damage due to wave.

. Seaweed that live with coral are called Zooxanthellae

. Storm and wave have great contribute to shape of coral reef.

2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

. Coral cause sand in the sea.

10. Cutting Crown of thorn starfish is the best way in helping coral.

11. Light is one of the most important factors in the life of coral.

12. Coral need small amount of moving water to live.

13. We could find most kind of coral in the depth shailower than 50 meters.

14. Scuba divers averagely touch coral more than 8 times in one dive.

15. Coral could be find mostly in tropical sea.




Please mark (X) in the blank in accordance with your opinion.
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Questions

Opinion

Disagree

Totally Disagree Not

Sure

Agree

Fully
Agree

1. Coral reef are important resource for marine ecology.

2. Coral reef are important to look after for young marine

life.

3. Divers should be concern about coral while diving.

4. Divers should not touch coral.

5. There should be law in controlling coral damaging

activities.

6. Coral conservation should be done in order to be

tourist attraction site.

7. Dead coral should be use as souvenirs.

8. There should be good controlling strategies for diving

in coral conservation area.

9. Severe penalties should be apply for collectors,

sellers, or person who damage coral reef.

10. Coral conservation area should not allow any

activities including diving.

11. Dive boat should be control.

12. Divers should know about coral conservation.

13. There should be penalty for diver that damage coral.

Please mark (X) in the blank accordance with your opinion.

Practice

Behaviors

Never Once in

a while

Sometimes

Often

Always

1. You use your hands to assist your movement

while diving.

2. You warn your friends when you saw them

touching corals.

3. If you happen to be away from diving for a long
time, you will practice and rehearse your diving skill

before actually diving in the sea.




78

Practice

Behaviors

Never

Once in

a while

Sometimes

Often

Always

4, You warn and stop spear fisherman diver when

you see them.

5. Your fin kick are slow and steady.

6. You hold on the coral when diving in strong

current.

7. You check for proper weighting before diving.

8. You share your knowledge about coral and

conservation with your dive friends.

9. You report unnatural happening with coral reef to

any authorized party.

10. You act against collecting coral.

11. You practice your dive skill often so you can dive

in a good manner and won't damage coral.

12. You select equipment that is fit for yourself and

your activities.

13. You avoid touching coral.

14. You touch coral while diving.

15. You talk with your friend about not touching

coral.

16. You practice your buoyancy skill often.

17. You observe chance in coral reef while diving.

18. You touch coral unintentionally.

Any opinion or suggestion about coral reef conservative
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