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His Majesty the King is indeed Thailands leader when leadership is needed.
A modern man for all seasons. His Majesty has shown His subjects the way

to bring together the traditional past with that which is useful and pertinent
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of modern innovation. He seeks on the one hand to give full respect to the
values of Asian philosophy, religion and patterns of social organization

(MUNNHIING188. 2539 : 274)
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He always carries a subtle but definite message which the fortunate onlooker can decipher.”

(National Theatre Bangkok. 1965 : 20)
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His Majesty is widely recognized as a man of remarkable and wide-ranging
personal accomplishments. His skill as a musician and composer is comparatively
well known through radio and television broadcasts of his compositions. His keen
interest in photography is apparent from the camera, he habitually takes with him
on official tours of royal projects and other visits throughout the kingdom...As a
painter of decided talent, however, it could be said that His Majesty has been
extremly modest. Of all his many personal achievements, it is his accomplishment

in art that is perhaps least known to the public. (John Hoskin. 1988 : 48)
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His Majesty, though, feels that music is a more public element, that it can
communicate more than mystery and magic, that it can express a personal joy and
self-fulfillment. A royal colleague who often joins King Bhumibol Adulyadej for his
weekly jam sessions, explained the Monarch. "You have to understand,” he said,
"that the discipline of His Majesty is so intense,in every phase of his studies, that jazz
is the only time when he has the complete freedom to do exactly what his creative
instincts tell him to do. His personality has so many different aspects, his work is so
rigorous, and his responsibilities so arduous, that music is the time when he can put
these cares away and relax with people who respect him--and whom he respects--as

creative artists." (Harry Rolnick. 1988 : 59)
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His Majesty works almost exclusively in oils on small to medium-sized canvases,
and while color is perhaps the strongest single element,there is nevertheless a sure
handling of line. Certainly the later preference for the semi-abstract by no means
masks and lack of drawing skill. This fact is well illustrated by and oil sketch of an
elderly lady--which is a fine piece of work, the face, notably in the eyes and pursed
lips, conveying both tenderness and a somewhat stern quality in the character.
Increasingly, however, the later works show a departure from the depiction of
surface reality and veer more and more toward the abstract. In these pictures line
and espectially color are bold and powerful, and there is an intensity of feeling
which is totally arresting. Rarely is representational element completely absent--
an exception is "The Elements" (1965) a pure abstract work but with plenty of
movement--though it is through color that the greatest impact is achieved.As it has
been pointed out, there is something essentially Thai in the King's daring use of
color, and he does not hesitate to juxtapose secondary colors such as orange and
green. In part this is reminiscent of traditional Thai temple decoration which often
presents clashing colors to powerful and strangely pleasing effect. It was
remembered especially as the first occasion on which His Majesty's pictures were
seen. It was very impressive. His Majesty had become a very modern, near
abstract painter who was painting not what he saw but what he felt. Some people
might describe his works as awesome. Certain art lovers prefer the pretty, gentle

or beautiful, but not His Majesty. (John Hoskin. 1988 : 52 - 53)
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