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The main durpose of this thasis was to analyze

Isan's Folkx Tales 1n Verse Form in respects of devices,

themes, plots, characters, values, beli2fs and religious
rites as -appear in the works.

The study was a documentary rescarch and
analytical descraption was usaed as a mean of praesentation.
The findings of the study were as follows :

Phya Kankark, Tao Taoc Kam, Tao Singkalo,

Tao Kamkardam and Tao Maryui reflectad the glever
implementation of poetic devices. The versification and
the figuras of speech were skaillfully usced.

The dominant themes 1n most works were influended
by Buddhist teachings which emphasizad good de=ds and
abstention from vices.

The plots were well organized and the presentation
of the conflicts werz good. The background or the strange
origain of thz heross stated at the beginning attracted
the readzr's attention. The unnatural birth cf the hero
was created to sest up the conflict leading towards the

climax 1n each story.



1Y

The protagonist worked hard to overcome difficulties
and the story usually endad wilh a happy £nding. At the
end the rebirth into a human form of the hero took place.

Characters were classified into four categories -
the hero which was usually in the form of animal at the
begainning, the heroine, the powoarful person and the bad
or the antagonist. All these characters were purely
from the poet's imagination. That 1s tne protagonast
rapresentad all Vartuz and the antagonist represented
all Vice.

Values,prevailing beliefs, and religious rites
1n these works were parts of Isan's cultures which
reflacted Buddhist thoughts. These poetic works partly
played an important role ain handing over f£olk cultures

and also preserved the whole national inheritonce.
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