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Abstract

The purpose of this research, which in entitled “The Attitude of Group
Tutors - Teachers Towards Adult Learning Theory in the Eastern Region”, was
twofold; to survey the attitudes of the group tutors - teachers towards Knowles’s
adult learning theory, and to compare there attitudes classified by gender, age
marital status, educational qualifications, working conditions, prior training,
experience and meeting place. In addition, problems in working with adult
learners were suggested and recommendations were made.

The population for this study consisted of 2,954 group tutors - teachers
from a provinces in the eastern part of Thailand in the 2™ semester of the
academic year 1997. The sample was composed of 602 group tutors - teachers
drawn from the above population using the stratified sampling technique.

The instruments employed in the data collection included the Attitude
Test, a Likert type with 5 point scales, and an open - ended questionnaire. The
statistics utilized in the data analyses were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t - test and F - test, using the SPSS/PC.

The findings were as follows :

1. The attitudes of the group tutors - teacher towards the adult learning
theory was, as a whole, at the moderate level. When looking into more details,
it was found that their attitudes in the areas of Self - Directing, Analysis of
Experience were at the high level while other three areas, namely; Needs and
Interests, Self - Directing, and Individual Difference were at the moderate level.

2. When comparisons were made in accordance with the independent
variables, it was concluded there was no significant difference in the attitudes
among gender, age, marital status, working conditions, expcrience and meeting

place of the group tutors - teachers. However, those with differing educational



qualifications, prior experience, showed difference in their attitudes towards
adult learning theory, significant at .01 and .05 level respectively.

3. Recommendations, made by 234 group tutors - teachers in the distance
learning programs, accounting for 38.83 per cent of the total group tutors -
teachers were made and problems were identified, which could be ranked, as far
as areas were concerned, as follows : students themselves, instructional media,
meeting place, learning activities, curriculum, measurement and evaluation and

group tutors - teachers respectively.
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