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An Analysis Of College Students' Expenditure
at Maha Sarakham

This study attempted to investigate the personal expenditure of
students attending colleges and university in Maha Sirakham province.
The'ahalysis wag made in seven categories: fee and tuition, boarding
gxpenses, food ceost, traveling expenses, -expenses on c¢lothing, cﬁst
on educational maférials, and miscellaneous expenditure. The expenses
were analyged in terms of differences in institutions, sexes, student
status (regular - evening class students) and class levels,

Four hundred studonts from all grade lcvels, both regular and

evening classes were randomly drawn from groups of students attending

Maha Sarakam Teachers College, College of Physical Education, and the
Sri-Nakharinwirot University, Maha SaTakham during the 1976 academic

year. S
The data were obtained from a)‘official documentary materials,
and b) qucétionaire respoﬁses. The questionaire consisted of three

soctions: questions on autobiography and personal baclkground, questions

‘on- expenditure, and oponsended questions for free rosponses.

The data on autoblography and personal baﬁkground revealed that
students enrolled at the three higher cducation institutions came from
all provinces in the North East; that evening class students were

economically lower than regular class students; and that teachers colle

'sfudents had the lowest cconomic status than the other two groupsi that

university student had the highest economic status.

For the overall cxpenses, regular class students spent less in all
categories than evening class studehts. The cxpenses ranged from
44 baht to 484 baht for six categories, and evening class students spen
twice as much more on fec and tuiﬁioﬁ than regular class students.
Students attending cvening classcs at the teachers college had the
lowest expenses of 5,840 baht Per Year, while those attending evening

classes at the Sri Nakharinwirot‘University:had the highest yearly

- expenditure of 13,347 baht on six categories, For fee and tuition,

regular class students at the College of Fhysieal Education paid the
lowest fee of 295 baht while those attending evening classes at the



same colleée spent the highest fee of 2,125 bahty annually.

Differences between the expenses of regular and evening class
students on food, traveling, and miscellaneous were significant at the
levels of ,01 and .05. Significant differences on the expenditure of
six categories werc detected at the levels of .01 and .05 for differences
between institutions, Tpe .05 level of significance was also found
for the expenses on boarding gnd food of the two sexes. The expenses
on all categories were siénificantly different at .01 when differences
between class levels were analyzed, Furthurmore there was an interaction
between sex and institution on clothing and miscellaneous expenses. AR '
interaction between institution and student status was'alsp evident on

boarding, iraveling, focd, clothing, and miscellaneous expenses,
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