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Abstract

The main purpose of this thesis was to examine the contrasts
in King Rama's plays "Lakorn Nok". Sangthong, Kraithong, Maneephichai,

Khawee, and Chajivachate. This study concluded that ~

1. Contrast 1s one of the most i1mportant elements in creating
these five Lakorn Hok of Fing Rama II, The contrasts can be found in
different aspects the contrast of the characters, the contrast
between the characters and the SOélal order, and the contrast dictated
by external events. However the praincipail contrast is the contrast of
the characters -~ both within a single character and between two or more

characters. The contrast created by the playwright is shown in the

characters' personalitics, behaviors, thoughts and emotions,

2. The contrasts are neatly and harmoniously woven so that
a single theme rums through the entire play. These contrasts are also
the essential elements that lead to the conflict and the action in the

play.

3. Conflicts are derivel ¥ m the contrasts of characters in
the play - internal conflicts within one character, external conflict

between two characters, and social conflicts.

4, Contrasts found in the five plays of King Rama II are ones
derived from real lafe. The contrasts are of the type that occur in
the real world. The vlaywright expresses his view of these contrasts

in a fascinating manner. Some of these views are in harmony with the



thoughts and feelings which were common during that historical period.
A

But some views exhibit purely individual characteristics.

Having studied these contrasts, we can understand the structure
and content of these five plays more clearly. Also, studying these
contrasts will nelp us understand that the five plays were written not

only for entertainment but also for factual matters, practical wisdom,

and 1nteresting ideas.
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