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READING CHARACTERISTICS AND INTERESTS OF THE BUDDHIST MONKS AND NOVICES
ENROLLED IN THE PALY AND GENERAL EDUCATION FCCLESIATICAL
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AN ABSTRACT
BY

PRAKONG BOONTON
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for the Master of “ducation degree
at Srinakharinwirot Jniversity

September 1988



This investigation involved the study of reading characteristics of
the Buddhist monks and novices. It also attempted to compare the reading
interests among them according to the groups to which they were attending
at the Buddhist ecclesiatical schools, namely, Pali gnd general education
sections, Furthermore, types of schools and class levels were also taken
into accout in data analysis, The sample group was comprised of 360 monks
and novices studying in the mentioned schools in Changwat Ubon Ratchathani.
The sample was obtained by quota sampling while questionaires were employea
in data collection.

The findings revealed that books were more popular among the monks
and the novices than other printed materialse Dhamma and academic types
of books were most read. The occation to read was not strict to any
pattern. The number of printed materials was identified to be inadequate.

Other finding included the followings. Among 77 areas, 19 were
read at high level, namely, history of Buddhiem; Buddhist anthology;
language on letters, spelling, promunciation, and usage of Pali and
English; school education of different levels; Thai language usage which
included letters, spelling, pronunciation, and grammar; worship and
religious ritual; contemporary society; diseases and their prevention,
healing, and primary care; study and teaching general subject; curricula
and teaching Buddhismj English language; vocabularies; how to win friends
end other; Thai history of all periods; religious life; constitution;

public speaking; and miscellaneous knowledge.



Out of 77 areas of reading, there were 32 areas which the interest
of both groups were incompatible. There were 9 areas where those in the
Pali section showed higher interest in reading than the general education
section while those in the latter section showed higher interest in 23
areas than the former.

With respect to the leveis of study, it reveaied that, out of
77 areas of reading intereast, only 9 areas were different; Those studying
in the junior years showed higher reading interest than the senior ones

in 2 areas while the latter showed higher interest in other 7 areas.
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