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This is a study of funeral music (Kalor) in Changwat Songkhla with
emphasis on its components and {o1ms. Field wotk data wete collected through
observations and interviews of along with tape-recording and photograph taking.
The music were recorded and trancriped using westen notation system. The
results of the study weie presented using the descriptive analysis technique

From the study of the five existing funeral music bands : Phiutoh,
Rataphoom, Pracha, Naawaa, and Tubchang, it was found that :-

1.  For cultutal aspects, the number of musicians in each band
comprises 3-4 males with the ags between 58-90 years old. They are usually
engaged in farming. The instruments used in the performance include a oboe
(pee-hor, pee-ka-lor) drums, one oI two gongs. The musicions ate diessed in the
"moi-hom” style-shirts or normal shiits, wearing ilousels oI sarongs, with a
loincloth wrapped around the waist2. The music is performed at the funeral only.
The band is performed on a platform specially built for the occasion by the host.
The platform is called "Rong Khong™ Some bands do not require a platform but
can perform on any suitable space. The traditional practices for'the petformance
of the “ka-lor” include the initial request for the band to play, entering and exiting
the platform, paying homage to teache:_s, playing the music, caitying the corpse
to the crematorium, cremating the corpse, and flipping over the gongs. Each

band has their own way of practices. '

2. As for the componente and forms of the “ka-lor” musical band, an
average band plays between nine to twenty-thiee songs, all of which can be
classified as the songs concerning paying homage to teachels, music in general,
and the music related to funeral rites. The 1eseacher concentrated on studying
the music related to paying homage to teachers in terms of its musical
movement, melodic pattern, melodic style, length of the song, and dmuum beat
units {Naa-tub).

The music related to paying homage to teachers usually consists of b2-
58 bars. (hong phleng), two movement, 3-64 drum beat units, and 4-8 thythms for

each dum beat unit. The aboe melody ale simple. Most melodic style of the

aboe are similar, some are vared.
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