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The purpose of this research was to study the roles
of herbs, the survival and‘the transitional process of
indigéneous herbal medical systems in Ban Mangkhala ,
Pitsanuioke province. The study was based on qualitative
research methodology. Key-informanis in this research were
selected from villagers in Ban Mangkhala {Mangkhala village).
They are mainly herbal doctors and their patients as well as
members of households ever used or currently used herbs. The
In-depth interview and tﬁe participatory observation were
used for data collection. The main research finding were
summerized as follow:-

1. In three roles of herbal utilization it was found
that the most utilization was on illness treatment, disease
prevention was next, and the least utilization was on
revitalization or restoration of health.

2. The survival of the indigeneous herbal medical
system was dependent upon the efficiency of treatment , as
well as the faith in herbs of the patients and their relatives.

3. The herbal utilization had transition from wholistic
base to the utilization specificially limited to illness
treatment. The total treatment process was transited to certain
roles , and a decrease of roles in certain aspects. The
relationship between the herbal doctors and patients was
changed from kinship to trading relationship. It was also
found that the herbal doctor group was formed in order to
develop and protect their occupation.

. 4. The factors effecting the survival of herbal

utilization were the spread and development of the modern



medical system. The indigeneous mediciné ﬁad limitations on
efficiency and illnesses to be treated, the interference of
the governmeht with the indigeneous medical system, a lack
of authority of herbal doctors over their decendents, a
decrease of forests as direct sources of herbs, In addition,
there were factors on the present educational system that
inprinted the faith in the modern treatment system, and the
change of family structure.

5. The transition of herbal medicine production has
trends on more intensively bringing technology into use in
production, consideration of cleanliness, utilization of the
marketing-system, and reduction of steps in treatments and

all sorts of rites in order to facilitate more convenience

for the patients.






