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The purposes of this research were to study conditions, problenms,
needs, and opinions of people in the self-defense villages along the
Thai~Kampuchean border of Prachin Buri, and to use these data for setting
up activities, guidlines, and recommendations in provision of nonformal
education for people along the country's border.

The research was undertaken in 6 self-defense villages along the
Thai-Kambodean border, two villages from each of 3 districts: Aranyapathet,
Ta Phraya and Khlong Hat.

The data were gathered personally by the researcher's team through
the following means: (1) reviewing documents, reports, statistics and
projects pertinent to the areas and organizations involved, (2) using the
questionnaire for interviewing 112 villagers in the areas, (3) interviewing
officials working in the areas, and (4) observing and recording situations
as perceived by the researcher himself.

The research findings were summarized as follows:

1. Situations of the Villages. In 6 villages there were 1, 739
households, 6,482 people and 3.7 people per household on an average.

The majority of households did not have the full right on landholding
licenses. It was found that 80.7 ¥ of households owned their land, 10.6 ¥
entirely rented land, and 8.7 ¥ rented additional land. In regard to
facilities, there was electricity used in the areas, but only 33.0 ¥ of
households had electricity. In regard to housing, it was found that 90.2 %
were zinc~roof houses, and the rest were thatch-roof houses.

The main vocations of people in Ta Phraya was rice, farming, while

the other two districts were corn farming and additional rice farming.



The problem in farming was water shortage. In regard to public health,
there were medicine funds and village medical plans, and tambon health
centers. In regard to education, it was found that there were primary
schools and village reading centers. The legal cases occurred in the
villages included cases on land, weapons, and properties.

2. Main Problems in Villages. From the assessment of the village
development committees there were 9 main problems areas: (1) problems on
land licenses, (2) problems on potable and drinking water, (3) prolems
on wood and fuels, (4) problems on organizing farmer groups, (5) problems
on agriculture in dry season, (6) problems on health services in the
villages, (7) problems on health of children between 1 - 5 years old,

(8) problems on services of knowledge rendered by government agencies,
and (9) problems on services in religion, arts and culture.

3. Opinions of Villagers. They viewed that literacy was important
and they needed to contimme learning if chance provided. In regard to
promoting children's education, most of them wanted their sons to get
degrees, but daughters finish primary school. In regard to additional
knowledge, they could get from village reading centers, and from radio
and television, of which the people said that they liked news programs.
The problems in the villages as viewed by the people were poverty and
ineffective livelihood, and insecurity from inside and outside the country.
In regard to government assistance, most of them needed assistance in
making their living and land licenses, while in regard to vocational
interests, they needed knowledge in agriculture, dressmaking and suto-

mechanics.



4, Recommendations for Provision of Nonformal Education.

4,1 The activities should emphasize on 8 areas: (1) development
of vocations and economy in the community, (2) development of knowledge
and basic vocational skills, (3) development of information systems in
the community, (4) development of people organizations, (5) development
of relegion, arts and culture in the community, (6) development of
appropriate technology, (7) management of security systems, and
(8) development of self-reliance public facilities.

L.,2 Management of local organizations should emphasize on
development of existing organizations so that they could work effectively;
such organizations are (1) people organizations as housewife groups
youth groups, vocational groups, etc., (2) community administrative
organizations as tambon council committees, village committees, etc.,

(3) cooperation and support among government officials working at the
tambon level, (U4) cooperation of educational institutions, and

(5) government and private agencies involved, especially in Item 3,
namely the govennment officials at the tambon level, should specially
develop their cooperation and support because they are the key persons
in successful local development.

4.3 The important learning facilities in the villages, which
are the village reading centers, should be promoted and developed as to

be the real information resources for rural people.
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