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UTTARAKURU

AN ASIATIC WONDERLAND.

It may come as a surprise to European readers—and
possibly to many Siamese as well—to learn that long before
Sir Thomas More wrote of Utopia, a great deal had already
been written in Asia about a cerlain wonderland called
Utlarakuru, a land apparently every whit as Utopian as
More's. I have come across a description of it in an old
Siamese book called * Trai Bhumi Phra Ruang,”” a quasi-
religious treatise on the ¢ Three Regions.”” This book was
printed recently under the /auspices of the National Library,
under the direction of H.R.H.Prince Damrong, who in a
preface expresses his opinion that the work was most
probably compiled in the reign of King Lideya of Sukhodaya,
who reigned from the year 679 to 709 of the Chula Era,
which corresponds to B.E. 1860 to 1890 (Anno Christi
1317 to 1347). But the book was certainly mnot an
original composition, and the compiler of the treatise was
certainly not the *inventor®” of Uttarakuru. [i was more
probably a translation or adaptation from some older book
of Aryan t‘.osmology. Thus the idea was probably advanced
by some ancient Brahman, who lived not less than 600

years ago, probably very much more.

I think [ may compliment myself on my courage in

taking such an ancient book -as the theme to write an
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article upon. [t appears to be the fashion in these ultra-
modern days for a certain class of superior persons, who
aim at being ¢highly civilised”” and ‘‘up-to-date,” to
sneer at everything «old*’ —old men, old customs, old
institutions, and old ideas; all are dubbed useless for no
other reason than that they are old and not up-to-date.
The . superior persons would like to sweep all “old”
things into the limbo of forgotten things, so that the
“young®® and the “new” might have the chance to mould
the world more to their hkmg./ At is a sort of disease, which
might be named ¢ Unrest Fever,” or a mania, which might
be called ¢ New Mania,” a disease which has, as a matter
of fact, nbthing new in it but its name. Everyone of us
contracts it at one time or another in life, only some get a
very slight attack which soon passes away, ( generally after
one has reached the mature age of twenty-five or so),
while others get it in an acute form, which lands them in
awkward places mow and then; there are still others, who
wilfully remain uncured and trade upon their condition,
very much in the same manuner as beggars do upon their
afflictions or 1nf1rm1txes ¢ Unrest Fever * is also a fairly
contagious disease, and spreads qulckest amongst people who
are partially educated, more than partially drunk, even
more than partially hard up, and wholly without any
morals. It is usunally spread by means 6f inoculation by
people who call themselves * social reformers,” hailed by
their fatuous followers as ¢ Lovers of the Human Race,”
«Saviours of the Country,” or some other equdlly high-sounding

titles, euphemistically called ¢ demagogues’® by certain news-
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papers, but in reality arrant humbugs. These gentry trade
upon the ignorance and gullibility of the people referred
to above as the most prone to catch *Unrest Fever,”” or
““New Mania,”” which is but another form of the same
malignant plague. The humbugs cover their own crass
ignorance by a wealth of verbiage, which has very little
meaning even to themselves, and certainly none at all to
their foolish listeners; but they are cunning enough to
know that their audience is not likely to contradict them, for
fear of being dubbed * eld fashioned’ and ‘ out-of - date.”
Any old thing is good enough to enthuse’ over so long

99

as one calls it “ new. Nothing is of any value to the
superior perscns aforesaid unless it could be presented as
something ““new.”  The Chinese Revolt against the Manchus
succeeded not from any inherent merit of the rebel cause,
nor did it succeed because the Chinese People really
understood anything about it, or that the change was adsolute-
ly necessary for the welfare of the Nation, gt rather
because it was a manifestation of ‘ Unrest Fever” and
“New Mania” combined, which made the ¢ Revolution
Plague” so virulent, that the Manchu ¢ doctors,”® with their
antiquated appliances were incapable of coping with it.
‘This is but one instance of the outbreak of ¢ Newmaniacal
Plague,” ‘but it -serves as an illustration of what also took
place in Turkey,er Persia, India, and elsewhere. The last
few years have been very fruitful for professional * patriots”’
and ‘¢ saviours of nations,” but the fruits so ill- gotten are
in some cases turnmg very bltter in the mouths of the
harvesters just now,
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As victims of the “Unrest Fever® or ‘“New Mania®
are beginning to feel somewhat sorry for ithemselves and-let
us hope —in a more chastened frame of mind for the time
being, now is the time when an avowed conservative like
myself might be allowed to amuse them a little; and also
parhaps to amuse you others, who have successfully negotiated
that period in your lives when you too were siricken
with “New Mania,”” which as I have said, more or less
everybody gets, somewhat like the measles. Who has not,
indeed, thought how nice it would be if we could but rear-
range the whole universe to suit ourselves. I remember how

! I used to read and re-read the verse in Omar Khayyam,
which says:

“Ah, Love! could you and I with Fate conspire

“To grasp this sorry Scheme of Things entire;

““ Would not we shatter it to bits and then

“¢Re-mould it nearer to the Hearts’ Desire ?”

H% I used to love the old Persian poet for putting my
innermost thoughts so nicely and clearly! It was only, lately
that I came to realise what a cynic the old fellow must have
been after all, and that he was in truth merely poking fun
at people stricken with ¢Unrest Fever” or New Mania” like
myself in those early days, when mnothing ‘old” had any
value in my eyes. Now that I am getting older everyday
myself, I am beginning to feel that “old”’ things may be
useful after all; in fact, I am fairly certain they have
risen enormously in value in my eyes; I also realise now,
that Omar Khayyam, the poet, who expressed the “new
desire so well for me, was born a few hundred years before

2 %)
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you or I, and that therefore what we thought was a brand
new idea was already present in Omar’s time, and that it
probably was not really new even at that period. It makes
one feel very small to realise that one’s pet * New Ideal ”
was hundreds of years old.

It was already a big blow to realise how ancient
Omar Khayyam was, but to me it was still a bigger blow
to come across Socialism in a book, whose very title proclaims
« doddering old age ** so to speak. Who would have looked
for Socialism, the most up-to-date ideal of to-day, in a
religious treatise compiled in the reign of a king long dead
and scarcely known to the Modern Siamese ?  Yet there it
is, as plain as possible. Let me make a few extracts for
your edification.

As a work on geography, the Trai Phumi is rather
vague and somewhat flat; but as a work on Socialism, it
is distinctly imaginative and idealistic, especially in that
part which deals with the Wonderland called Uttarakuru.
Let me take things as they come:

First of all, let it be explained that the ¢ Human
World®’ (Manushyabhumi) is divided into four great ‘“islands,”
or continents, namely : Jambudvip,  our own continent”;
Purvavideh, ‘‘situated to the East of us”’; Uttarakuru,
sgituated to the North of us’’; and Amaragoyani, *‘situated
to the South of®us?>. The dwellers in each of the four
continents have a different shape of face. = The Jambuans
““have faces like unto the axle end of the wheel;* the
Purvavidehans ¢ have faces like unto the full moon, and
round like the face of the mirror®®; the Uttarakuruans
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¢ have squafe faces, as though one had of a purpose
fashioned them square thus, the breadth and length (of the
faces) being equal®; the Amaragoyanians ¢ have faces

9

like unto the waning moon”.  What queer looking people

they must have been, with the exception of the Jambuans.
But the queerness of their features was more than coun-
terbalanced by other advantages. Lower down we find
that the length of life in Jambu was very unequal, which
fact our author seizes in order to point a moral by saying?
¢ [t is thus, because sometimes men are all righteous, and
sometimes men are all unrighteous,” meaning, of course,
that the length of a nation’s days are greater or less in
accordance with the righteousness of the individuals thereof;
which, when one comes to think of it, is a theory that
has a great deal of the sublime in it, and not a little
truth. If each individual belonging to a mation could only
be made to realise the truth of this, I really believe the
nation as a whole would profit by it. These ancient
authors were after all fairly sound philosophers; only their
language puts off people who tend to be impatient with
things they do not readily understand. By way of further
emphasis, our author goes on to impress upon us, that the
Purvavidehans live up to a 100 years, the Amaragoyanians
up to 400 years, and the Utitarakuruans up to 1000 years.
The reasons for such longevity among the inhabitants of the
other three continents are given as follows: ‘It is because
they always observe the Five Precepts without fail; they
never slay a living creature unto death; they never steal
the property of others, whether much or little, that the
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possessor had not freely given thereof, and they never
unlawfully seize anything; they (the men) never commit
adultery with other men’s wives, nor do the women ever
commit adultery with other women’s husbands or with any
other (men ), and they (the women) never lie with other
than their own husbands; they never speak untraths; and
they never take spirits (and other) intoxicants.  And
they ever respect and ever defer to their elders, their
‘fathers and mothers; they ever love their brothers and
sisters; they are tender, forbearing, full of sympathy and
kindness towards one another; they never envy one another;
nor do they ever speak evil or badly of one another; nor
use strong language to one another, nor use any recriminations
towards one another, and they are never quarrelsome; they
never dispute about their lands or their dwellings and the
compounds thereof, and they never use violence to each
other on account of silver or gold or precious stones, nor
about wives, grain, fields, cattle, rice-lands, mor about
forest lands, brooks and streams and water-courses, nor
about houses and gardens, roots and potatoes, nor about
timbers, vehicles and carts; they never do harm unto boats,
cows, buffaloes, elephans, horses, servants.”

All the foregoing ‘“blessings*’ enjoyed by the dwellers
on the other three continents to the FEast, South and
North of us appear to be atiractive and comprehensive
encugh already, but the wily author reserves the best
““blessing ** of all to the very last sentence of the paragraph,
in which he says: < Of all forms of wealth, no man
knows which is his and which is of another, all
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being common (property) everywhere, and no man
ever cultivates lands, or ploughs fields or engages
in trade.”” If this is not pure, idealistic Socialism, I do
not know what is! No individual property, and no manner
of work. No wonder people thought with longing of those
three blessed continents.!

But, of all the three blessed continents, Uttarakuru
was without doubt the most blessed of all, being also the

most Socialistic according to modern ideas, as you will see.
Now let the ancients author speak for himself.

“The land in the direction of the sleeper’s feet
(i.e. the North ) from the Mount Sumeru is called Uttarakuru-
dvipa. It is eight thousand yojana in breadth, and has
500 lesser continents around it. The dwellers therein have
square faces. There is a golden mountain which surrounds
the land. Of men who dwell therein, there are a very
large number, all of whom are better than men elsewhere,
because of their righteousness and observance of the Precepts.
And their land is flat and equal (all over), most fair
looking, and is said to be without any high or low or
uneven ground. But there are every sort aud kind of
trees, having fine branches, plenty of forked limbs as
though made of a purpese. Such trees form dwelling-places,
well constructed and fair to the eyes like palaces, where
dwell and sleep the inhabitants of Uttarakuru; and the

said trees are free from worms and insects, and are
without any crooked parts, without protuberances, holes or
hollows, all being staight and beautifully round, and they

always bear flowers and fruits everyday without cessation.”
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For a start, this first paragraph is very alluring for
in it we see already how exceptionally well-favoured the
Uttarakuruans are (barring the squareness of their faces,
which I for one would not care to own), they have fair
wide lands, all flat as a billiard table, which precludes at
least any necessity for elderly Kuruans from losing too
much breath whilst out walking. But surely the latter part '
of the paragraph is by far the best, for therein two very
grave problems are solved, viz. the Housing Problem, and
the Provisions Problem; for both are most conveniently
provided for by the wonderful trees. No jerrybuilders, no
contractors, no house agents: their places are taken by
those trees: You simply choose your tree, tell it what you
want, and there you are! And when you are settled in
your house, there is no need to worry about the grocer, or
about going to the stores to buy provisions because your
tree (alias the House) supplies you with fruits all the year
“round. Do I hear you ask about meat? My friend! I am
horrified!  No self-respecting Uttarakuruan would dream
of eating meat, (unless some poor misguided animal should
walk right into one’s tree-house, and get entangled among
the branches in which case I suppose one would be
ustified — Oh ! well, never mind.) Do you ack about rice?
Oh! yes, they had that, but it comes in a paragraph much
lower down. Let us get on.

The next two paragraphs immediately following the
one above contain the details of further advantages enjoyed
by the dwellers in happiness. It would be tedious to
translate our author in full, for like all writers of about

2
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the same period as himself both in Europe and Asia, he
i1s much given to repsating himself. Indeed, the gist of the
second paragraph is simply that wherever you find a piece
of water, you will also find it covered with all kinds of
water -lilies and lotuses. The third paragraph, however,
contains more points, and some of them such good oves
that I cannot resist enumerating them here: (1) ¢ The
people are neither short nor tall, neither fat nor thin, but
are exceedingly well - proportioned —*>  (2) ““All of them
retain their vigour unimpaired, from youth to old age, without
any diminution whatsoever,”” (Mr. Sandow please note.)—
(3) “The Uttarakuruans are without fear.”’ (4) They
never till lands nor plough fields. never barter nor
trade, never do any porterage nor any manner of
work whatscever, not for once in their lives.”” Ah,
ha! How is that? Would this not just suit the labourers of
most countries down to the ground ? Is not the legitimate
aim of all Labour (big L please) to do as little work as
possible and yet be still able to say, with especial pride, that
“thank goodness, I'm not one of the Idle Rich,* or “‘the Bleated
Plutocrats,” the * Somethinged Robbers®”? But this is by
no means all. There are heaps and heaps of other equally
important problems now being discussed on platforms, in

public parks, and in the Press, which have been most
ingeniously anticipated by our far sighted author.

Perhaps the simplest way would be to set it out here in
the form of a Catechism, the question being mine, and
the answer by the ancient idealist. I purposely call him
‘idealist’” decause I do not know whether he would care
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to be called a “socialist,” or even a ‘“politician.”” In his days,
you only admitted yourself a politician after you had
attained the dignity of Maharshi, when you were entitled
to express whatever opinion you pleased and in however
rude a manner you pleased, safe in the knowledge that
your curse was likely to carry little weight.  Bul io be a
Socialist, one had to be a much bigger nob than a mere
Maharshi; in fact you had to be a Brahmarshi, a sort of
double-barrelled Saint in Hinduism, who would then be
entitled to turn people into monkeys and rats or any other
foolish thing you fancied, and then, like the Pope of
Rome, you were absolutely infallible. No one except a
double-barrelled Hindu Saint, then, would have dreamt of
admitting himself a Socialist, because the good old kings
were not pifiling jokers to snap your fingers at; they did
do all kinds of unpleasant things to Socialists, and whether
the things were done quickly or slowly, the results were
always the same. The Sword of Justice and the Sword of
Power was the same, and held by the same man. What a
difference between then and now! The World had not
become so frightfully civilised in the days of our author to
permit a man’s airing his socialistic opinions as such,
which explains the reason why our author had to sandwich
his Socialism between a lot of dull stuff in order to get it
past the censor. And since he has thought fit to give a
sort of moral and theological tome io the exposition of his

ideas, he deserves a catechism; and here it is.
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THE STAPLE ARTICLE OF FOOD-—

Question.— What did the Uttarakuruans use as their
staple food ?

Answer.— “ The people of Uttarakuru have plenty
of milled rice and corn - flour.”

Q.— Does not that mean that they had to do
some agriculture and later on milling ?

A— ‘“ They do no agriculture whatsoever. The
plants spring up of their own accord, produce
grains of their own accord, and the grains come
ready milled from the ears. The grains are white
and sweet-smelling, without husks or broken grains.
No one need pound or sift them, since they are
ready milled.” .

( Comment— The farmers of a certain district, which
shall be nameless, will, I fear, now be asking why the
Government does not think it worth while to encourage
agriculture in Siam by providing ¢local farmers” with
Uttarakuruan grains. “A little outlay would surely in the long
run result in untold benefits to the farmers, who are after
all the back-bone of Siam and -’ Oh! you know the sort
of letter that *Our Special Correspondent” sends now
and then from the district of-no, no! wild horses will not
drag the name from me! And let us suppose that the
old Government does manage lo get such wonderful grains
and distribute the stuff to the farmers of-you know the
district I mean, do you suppose that all would be well ?
What about the Chinese rice-millers 7 Shall we not find
them all indignant with the Government for taking away
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their livelihood 2  And shall we not find them flocking to the
poor Minister of Local Gevernment and proceeding 1o
make his life a still greater burden to him? I wish we

were in Uttarakuru, instead of in Jambu as we unfortunately

are 1)

COOKING AND FOOD-—
Q.— What about cooking ?  Did they have cooks ?
O « In Uttarakuru, there is a stone called Joti-

prasad. ( Perhaps it should be < Jotiprasada,”
meaning ¢ light-giving**?) Those people bring their

rice to cook in golden pots which shine like fire,

which (pots) they lift up (and) place upon the

stone call Jotiprasad. In a moment, flames spring up

from ihe stone called Jotiprasad; when the rice is

cooked the flames go out of their own accord. Those

watching know that when the fire goes oul, the

rice is well - cooked, and they bring forth trays and

bowls of bright gold, into which they ladle the-rice.”’

( Com.— What happy people! No cooks to worry

the lives out of anxious housewives or the inexperienced
bachelors. No bother about kitchens, stoves, or fires. You
simply ¢press the button’ and the good old stone did the

rest. Inventors please note! )

Qi What about other articles of food to eat with
the riee ?
A.— < As to foods that are required to accompany

the rice, no man need go far to seek thereof, for
whatever is wanted immediately springs up within

reach ( of the consumer ).”
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( Com.— Conjuring trick, I call this. I wish the
author would condescend to explain ‘how it is done” ! I[f,
however, it is done by some kind of ladour-saving device
for which the Commune was responsible, then the more
reason why it should be explained, so that we could be
“lost in admiration,” if the thing deserves it. I do not
think the author has treated us very fairly about this.
But the great thing to observe about ii is, that it obviates
the mnecessity of a cook, and also saves the trouble of

marketing, both of which are inestimable boons.)

THINGS FOR EVERYDAY LIFE.
Q.— How did the people of Uttarakuru obtain other

things besides food for use in everyday life, such

as clothes and so on ? Did they have to buy them ?

A.— ¢“In the Continent of Uttarakuru, there is a

Kalpa Vriksha (lit. <Providing Tree”’), 100 yojana

in height, 100 yojana in girth, with a spread of

300 yojana, and whoever desires any form of wealth

whatsoever may obtain such at the said tree. Should

a man desire silver and gold and-. gems, and such

wearing apparel as coats or jewellery, and pieces

of cloth and silk, or food and drink, that (which

is desired) at once appears on the boughs of the

Kalpa Vriksha, and all men’s desites are thereby
obtained.”’

( Com.— Compare this with the Socialistic theory of

communisation of property, and you have the Kalpa Vriksha.

It is only our author’s way of evading that Sword of
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Justice that I spoke of. What he was really driving at
was simply communisation, or nationalisation, of all forms
of property, and that all should have the right t be fed
and clothed at the expense of the Commune. But to say so
straight out would have brought him into unpleasant proxi-
mity to the Sword of Justice, so that he had to throw
dust in the eyes of man in power by talking about the
trees, which was manifestly an impossibility, though it is
no less desirable for all that.)

It seems curious that such advanced ideas, advocated
by modern-day social reformers, should be found in so
ancient a book, but there is indeed something more astoni-
shing to come. The question of marriage and the care of
children is touched upon in a marvellously modern way, as
you will see.  Let the ancient writer tell it to you in his
own way.

After saying that marriage is by mutual consent of
the contracting parties, he says: “And they live together
as man and wife for seven days only. After that
they never have connection with one and other.”
I presume the meaning implied is that the marriage ties
are only binding for the period of seven days, after which
each may go his or her own way if it so pleases him or her.
Compare this with George Bernard Shaw’s suggestion about
the freedom of marriage, which is really based on the same
principle, viz., mutual consent and suitability. Shaw also
advocates that marriage should be dissolved by mutual
consent as soon as the contracting parties get tired of each
other.
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After the question of marriage, the question of
children naturally follows. The author’s idea about this is
as follows:

‘“ The mother, having borne a child, need not bathe
it.  She need not wash it or clean it, or attend to it nor
need she feed it with rice, water or milk. She lays the
child on its back near the highway, where people pass by.
The grass there is as soft as cotton wool. And the mother
need not remain by her babe; she returns forthwith to her
own residence.  Then those who pass by, be they men or
women, when they see a bade thus on its back will each
put a finger in its mouth, and by virtue inherent within the
babe itself, milk will thereupon flow from the finger - tip
and flow into the throat of the babe, or turn into rice
(pap), banana, or sugar-cane to feed the babe every-day.”

In this paragraph, as you see we find the idea that
a mother should be relieved of the responsibilities of rearing
her babe, which is one of the principles of advanceb
Socialism of the present day, only instead of throwing the
responsibility upon the State, the ancient idealist throws it
upon the passers-by, by which he probably meant the
Community.

When the child passes from baby -hood, our author
has another suggestion to offer, which is also astonishingly
up-to-date; for he says: c

“ When many months have passed by, the babe
being grown until it could walk by itself, if the infant is
a girl, then she goes to join other girls (and) if it is a
boy, then he goes to join other boys.  The children grow
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up by themselves (i.e. without being nurtured by the parents),
the child not knowing its mother, nor the mother her
child; the reason why they do not know each other is that
all are equally beautiful.”

The idea in this paragraph, as you see, is that
parents should be relieved of the responsibility of rearing
children, the work devolving, I presume, upon the Community
or the State, although our author is a litile vague about it.
Not so very long ago, Kang Yu wei, the Chinese dreamer
who at one time obtained a great influence over the Emperor
Kwangsu, advocated something very similar to this. His
idea was that parents should be relieved of the responsibility
of bringing up their own children, as he considered that
such tesponsibility caused the parents to become selfish
and to act unfairly towards fellow-citizens by trying to
obtain a greater share of wealth than what properly falls
to them, in order to provide for the maintenance and
comfort of their children.  His suggestion, therefore, was
that all children should belong to the State, which should
bring up the children and make them fit to become future
citizens. - The children thus reared would not know their
parents and would therefore feel no obligation to obtain
more than their fair share of wealth in order to provide
for the comfort or Well~being of parents. Thus, each
person, having no family tiss, would be able to devote the
whole of his or her attention to the benefit of the Cozhmunity,
and thereby help to create happiness for the whole Commu-
ﬁity. Kang Yu Wei obtained considerable notoriety for
his views, put forward as they were at the moment when
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people in China were in the throes of ¢ Unrest Fever,”
accompanied by “New Mania” in its acutest form. Nobody
thought of doubting that Kang Yu Wei was the daring
exponent of a new idea, for nobody stopped to look up their
past histories and to find therein that the theories advanced
by the ingenious Kang Yu Wei had already been advanced
by Chinamen dead and gone for several centuries past. [t
is open to doubt whether Kang Yu Wei himself was aware
of the fact that he had simply dug up dead theories and
was holding them up as new; I should not like to make
any assertion on the point myself, for although the man
may have be¢h an idealist and a dreamer, I cannot help
suspecting him of being something else-a poseur. His
advanced theories and socialistic leanings often had the
appearance of deliberate pose, with an eye to self-advertise-
ment more than anything else. I have never met Kang
Yu Wei, but [ remember once meeting his daughter, whom
I found to be very fairly edacated and a good ‘talker in a
restrained sort of way; she was never loud nor assertive,
but she did not lose an opportunity of impressing upon
one the modernness of her 1deas, the broadness of her
views, the soundness of her education, and well, in a word,
she was a bit of a peseuse too. I hope she will forgive
me if these lines should ever meet her eyes,- which however
is scarcely likely-but as she made herself a more or less
public figure, she must expect to be criticised as such. I
do not know whether it is quite fair to judge the father
from the daughter, but seeing that they have often been

mentioned together, I have taken the liberty of doing so
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to a certain extent, although Kang Yu Wei's ideas and
saying, as set forth in mnewspapers would have been
enough to stamp him as the man that he really is.

The extracts I have already given frem the * Trai
Bhumi®® are the best bits about Uttarakuru, the Asiatic
Wonderland; the rest is either wearisome repetition, or
else the justification by the author of the wonders that are
to be found in that land. Like all ancient authors he had
to present his ideas about social reforms under the cloak
of religion, and explained that such blessings enjoyed by
the people of Uttarakuru were the results of past and
present merit, principally because the Uttarakuruans had
kept and still kept within the limits of Five Moral Virtues.
He also stated, at the end of the chapter on Uttarakuru,
that “ those who are born in the continent of Jambu are
never reborn in any of the other three continents.””  This
sentence was apparently put in to discourage people from
secking after the unattainable. But the seeds of discontent
with their present lot once sown were not easy to eradicate.
First set forth by an ancient Brahman as part of his
precepts, the idea became adopted by later Buddhistic
writers in their works on so.called Cosmology, known as the
Tri Bhumi, and subsequently blossomed forth into Mettrayism,
or The Era of Sri Arya Mettraya, to give it its full title.
This Era was to come after ths Era of Samana Gautama,
which is the present era. In the era of Mettraya, the
whole face of the Earth will become flat as the face of a
drum, all men will be equal in rank and wealth, there will

be a Kalpa Vriksha, and all the rest of it, somewhat like
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what we have already read in connection with Uttarakuru,
only a little more so, if possible.

So you see, as far as Social Reform is concerned,
one may appropriately quote the old adage that * There’s
nothing new under the Sun.”” What present day social
reformers put forward as new ideals have already been
advanced as such several centuries ago. What, then, are
'Kang Yu Wei and others who have gained recent notoricty
as social reformers but later editions of the Brahman
socialist who set forth his dreams of an ideal state ? As
long as human nature remains as it is, so long shall we
have new apostles of Social Reform, who prate of *‘New ’?
theories, which are as old as the hills!  Shall we get any
nearer to such an idealistic state ? Will such theories ever
become really practicable outside Dreamland-or the Lunatic
Asylum ? Naturally, as an avowed conservative, I cannot
believe in the probability of such a contingency; nor, [
venture to think, could any one else really believe in it,
who ever used his brains and his calm judgment.

Why, then, do we have men who call themselves social
reformers, or socialists, loudly advocating such arrant
nonsense ? In my humble opinion,.such men do so because
it is their means of livelihood, and also because it serves
to keep them prominently before the public.  Bernard
Shaw is about the only Socialist who is honest cnough to
admit the fact that he is one because it pays him better
than anything else, and for that reason; Shaw is my
favourite Socialist, for I like a man to be frank. At any
rate, Shaw is much better than Keir Hardie, who is always
trying to say somcthing cutting and clever, and only
succeeds in being stupid and ridiculous. What, for instance,
could be more stapid than his assertion, that he never

Cal f Q ’j
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would accept King George’s invitation to Windsor or
Buckingham Palace because he néver would accept favours
which he could not return? Who does he expect to
believe him? Do we not know that he said that, and has
been repeating it several times, since he was omitted from
the list of guests invited to a garden party at Windsor
Castle a few years ago? Would he have declined the
invitation if it had been sent? It is easy to decline an
invitation that was never sent but it is stupid to pat
one’s self on the back about it. Seeing what the man is,
I cannot bring myself to believe in Keir Hardie’s sincerity
in the matter of Socialism; nor can I believe in that of
any other man of the same type as Keir Hardie. If I had
to choose between Hardie and Shaw, I would vote for Shaw
every time, and be glad to do it!

As for Asiatics, I have already given my opinion as
to Kang Yu Wei.  There only remains Sun Yat Sen, who
had also declared for Socialism for China before the outbreak
of the ill-fated and abortive revolution” against Yuan
Shi K’ai. But as Sun has met with misfortune, and is
once more an exile, perhaps it is scarcely fair to criticise
him, since it would be rather like hitting a man when he
is down, and my sense of chivalry forbids my saying about
him what I would bave said had he still retained even the
semblance of power. I will, therefore, content myself with
a piece of advice which I hereby tender to China’s
¢« Revolution - Maker ?” free and gratis, and to him [ would
say: ¢ There is a fair land ready for your occupation, a
land of fair promise, a perfect State, where you will be
sure 1o be appreciated. Its name is UTTARAKURU .
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