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VETIVER GRASS FIBER: CULTURAL IDENTITY AND INNOVATION IN
THE DEVELOPMENT OF HANDICRAFT PRODUCTS. A PHAYAO PROVINCE CASE STUDY.

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for The
Doctor of Arts Degree in Art and Culture Research
at Srinakharinwirot University

March 2016



Rosjana Chandhrasa. (2016). Vetiver grass fiber : Cultural identity and innovation in the
development of handicraft products, a Phayao province case study. Dissertation,
D.A. (Art and Culture Research). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Pirt Supasetsiri, Prof. Dr. Wiroon

Tungcharoen, Asst. Prof. Dr.Panupong Udomsilp.

This research aims to study 1) the identity and cultural varieties of northern Thai hill
the Thai Lue as appearing in handicraft grass products of the Thai Lue, Phayao province,
2) to propose guidelines on identity and cultural varieties of Thai Lue to the product design
process. The research is conducted using both descriptive analysis and quantitative
research. Three group were used, of handicraft producer with more than 10 year
experience, including a group of Ban Gawsao, Moo 11, Tungkreauy Sub-district, Ban
Kaemai, Moo 6, Pasak Sub-district, Ban Donchai Group, Moo 10, Chiangrang Sub-district,
Phu Sang District, Phayao Province. The data was collected by interviewing and observing
3 design professionals. The instruments used to collect data were structured interviews, in-
depth interviews, full content analysis, classification issues, vetiver product analysis and
production.

The results showed the cultural identity of the Thai Lue was found in the evolution
and inherited development of handicraft basketry, combining the method and pattern of the
fabric of the Thai Lue, including 1) woven Thai Lue, water flow pattern 2) how to weave a
blend of woven bamboo with pattern of weaving, 3) the shape of the product of wicker
bamboo has to be used to shape vetiver products and 4) the usability of the vetiver
products reflect the lifestyle of the people in the community, which is the key.

Thai Lue craft design using vetiver, puts cultural identity into the shape of woven
applications using, patterns that appear on the woven cloth Thai Lue is not contradictory to
the tradition and sensual designs include water flow, striped cotton, striped trees and
flowers are used in product design. Craft grass that use natural materials available show
community integration, including cotton, Erie silk, silk fiber and new products that feature a
variety of alternatives for people inside and outside the community, such as cushions, bags

and dresses.
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